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MANUFACTURERS • OF • PROGRESSIVE • AIRCRAFT • FINISHES 
•'USE THE AIR MAIL AND TRAVEL BY AIR’' 


3 



ncreaibh 

■REE from 

Vibration 


With che same care ihac 
is devoced to the finisb 
of Axelsun Gages, the 
Crankshaft of the 
Axclson Engine U a 
near approach to pet- 
it is composed of two 
dficl}' fitted sections, 
taper • keyed together 
and securely locked 
with a nut — then 
ground and finished to 
a perfect balance, The 
sections ace forged from 
alloy steel, machined 
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When you 

"Give Her the Gun” 



A STUDENT at tlie controls . . . Motor throttled down 
... He le^’els off too soon . . . Pulls back too c|uick . . . 
You know what may happen . . . You give her the guii . . . 
That’s wlien j-oii iieetl a gasoline that takes hold . . . like 
Socony A\‘iation Gasf)line. 

Socony Aviation Gasoline has Ijeen selected as the 
official fuel for training ships used by students of the Curtiss 
Flying Service at Uuffalo, just as it has been selected at 
many other large airports in New York and in New England. 

The familiar Socony sign is a guarantee that the jietroleum 
products sold are entirely dependable. Both Socony Aviation 
Gasoline and Socony Aircraft Oil are made to stand the 
severest flying tests. 

SOCONY 


Aviation Gasoline • Aircraft Oil 


STANDARD OIL COMPANY OF NEW YORK 
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MORE PEOPLE GO SKYWARD 
THAN ACROSS THE SEA! 



B ound for Europe, 344,023 people crossed 
the Atlantic from American ports in the 
year 1928. For business or pleasure 3,000,000 
boarded airplanes last year, and flew a hundred 
millioo miles. Thus it took but six average flying 
weeks for Aviation’s passenger bst to equal aad 


exceed that of trans-Atlantic steamships for one 
solid year. And this shows how Flying under 
business-like methods, with newer and stronger 
planes and equipment, and more rugged and 
reliable Wright engines, has thrust itself into the 
lives and every-day habits of millions of people! 


WRIGHT 

AERONAUTICAL CORPORATION 
PATERSON, NEW JERSEY 
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WORLD’S RECORD SPEEDS 


with vital parts of 


Nickel Alloy Steel was specified foe important 
moving pares of the Rolls-Royce engine used in 
the Supermarine S-6 seaplane which won the 
1929 Schneider trophy by attaining a speed of 
357.7 m. p. h. Nickel Steels were likewise used 
in the Napier engine, and in the clutch and 
transmission gears in the Segrave motor boat 
“Miss England”, which holds the speed record 
for single-engine craft. In the “Golden Arrow”, 
the Segrave racing car with a record of 231.3 m. 
p. h,, also powered with a Napier 
engine, practically every part sub- 
ject to stress, impact and wear 
was made of a Nickel Alloy Steel. 

The shocks and stresses encoun- 
tered in attaining these tremen- 


Nickel Alloy Steel 

dous speeds arc so vast and complex, and the 
prevention of failure in any part so essential, 
that these record marks on land, in the air, 
and on water constitute a vivid proof of the 
variety of applications as well as the dependa- 
bility of Nickel Alloy Steel under the severest 
conditions. 

Thequaliiies of toughness, strength and shock- 
resistance which led to the choice of Nickel 
Steels for use in these super-efficient machines. 

together with other factors, such 
as ease of heat treatment and high 
strength-to-weight ratio, are result- 
in an ever-increasing use of 
these steels in aeronautical, auto- 
motive and marine engineering. 


licLkel 


In/ormotion on r)icpTO(>crtics and applicoiions 
fiiniished by our staff of OTgincCTS. Send for 


of Nickel Alloy Sleds will be gladly 
"List o/AiullabIc Publications”. 


INTERNATIONAL NICKEL COMPANY, 


WALL STREET. 
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NEW COWLING 

and MANIFOLD for WASP JUNIOR 



A new exhaust collector, nose 
cowling ond pre-heoter combina- 
tion is now ready for use on the 
"Wasp Junior" 300 H. P. engine, 
insuring proper engine operation 
under all weather conditions. 

All parts of the cowling and 
collector are accessible, and en- 
gine and accessories may readily 
be reoched. Individual parts may 
be replaced without disturbing 
the unit os a whole. Further, the 
cowling is so constructed that the 
airplanedesigneris completely un- 


hampered in providing for its use. 

The collector ring is mounted on 
the rear of the engine. It is ellip- 
tical in section and carries a single 
outlet delivering exhaust gases 
either to a tail pipe or directly to 
the atmosphere. Due to adequate 
ribbing ond solid mounting, the 
cowl is extremely rigid. Shutters 
ore adjustable and a convenient 
control is provided. 

The fairing and hot air stove 
serve the dual purpose of de- 
creasing engine drag and the 


provision of ample quantities of 
heated oir for the carburetor 
under the coldest operating con- 
ditions, This new unit has been 
designed for durability and long 
service. Materials and workman- 
ship conform to the rigid standards 
of Pratt & Whitney quality. 


PRATT ^WHITNEY AIRCIIAFT CO 

TI*riuano/Oaitc3AiKraft OTwiporl Co/fotacioci 





Wasp 6 Hornet 
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Sportsmen 

TO THE 


FRONT 



...here are two Airplane Hunters 
who rate your eye and ear 



When your trigger finger "itches" . . . get 

into action "pronto" with o Steorman ship. . . . 
R. P. Garland, oil operator and sportsman, reaches 
his hunting club near St. Charles Bay, Texas, from 
his home in Tulsa, in five and one-half hours. By 
train or automobile the trip would take two nights 
and a day. . . . Newton Wakefield, one of the best 
known hunters of the Northwest, used to spend six 
days getting to big game country. In a Steorman 
he reaches his hunting ground in a few hours. . . . 


Both agree, Steorman is the ship to use . . . be- 
cause it is better fitted to needs of sportsmen . . . 
gets in and out of tight places . . . carries heavy 
loads in all altitudes . . . makes short landings end 
quick take-offs — "Steorman is the only ship we 
fell safe in letting hunters use over such rough 
country", wrote Nick Momer of Transcontinental 
"Sun God" feme . . . either the Business Speedster 
or the Junior Speedmail series is adaptable to 
sport or commerciol flight. Write or wire us. 


ST BARMAN 


STEARMAN AIRCRAFT COMPANY, WICHITA, KANSAS 
Division of United Aircraft and Transport Corp, 



Pilot Responsibility — The Question of the Hour 


A [.MOST witliout realizing it the aviation industry 
.has made an enormous stride in the last six 
months. A taboo has been lifted. The wrappings 
upon a coi stant and a disturbing problem has been un- 
swerved and the fresh air of discussion has been let 
in upon it. For the first time it has become not only 
permissible but fashionable to talk about safety, and 
to talk about it not by indirection, but in terms of 
candor and veracity. 

In making a safety record, good or bad, there are 
four factors: equipment, personnel, ground facilities 
along the route and general organization of control and 
inspection divide the responsibility. The presumption 
is fair that most of the air lines are using the best 
equipment available for their purposes, and that safety 
is a consideration present in their minds when they 
select it. There is no possibility of sudden improve- 
ment there except in certain accessories and in the 
modification of details of interior arrangement which 
may determine whetiter a minor crash is or is not to 
be the cause of serious injury to the occupants of tiie 

There is no reason to expect that personnel can be 
improved over night. The natural qualifications and 
the technical skill of typical transport pilots of the 
present day is almost beyond reproach. Certainly no 
substantial improvement in their inherent capacity is 
to be hoped for. More cannot be expected from human 

Ground facilities are in most cases excellent, although 
in some instances marked improvement is possible and 
desirable there, especially on some of the passenger 
routes recently organized. That ag.tin takes time and 
money, and steady progress is being made in bringing 
the existing routes into line with the most advanced 
state of such knowledge. 

There remain the general organization and the defi- 


nition of company policy. It is there, more than any- 
where else, tliat immediate improvement can be sought. 
New types of equipment cannot be developed in one 
month nor in six. New pilots cannot be trainetl, even 
if we were to discover better ways of training thrm, 
in less than two or three years. Operating policies can 
be determined and put in force almost ovemighi, and 
when wise changes are made they can act with magic 
rapidity both upon the morale of the organization and 
upon its record for reliability and safety. 

In the determination of general policy there are two 
questions which assume over-shadowing significance. 
Directly or indirectly, they form the burden of almost 
every discussion of safety and how it is to be secured. 
How far should the elimination of hazards be compro- 
mised in the interest of regularity of service? How 
much responsibility should the pilot sustain, and how 
should the burden of fundamental decision be divided 
between the man in the air and a controlling official 
upon the ground? 

The first question demands extended and separate 
treatment and will, in due course, receive it- For the 
present we pause only to warn against the answer to 
which impulse will perhaps move the average reader, 
a categorical "not at all.” 

There is not the slightest doubt that the safety of air 
lines could be enormously improved if they ran only 
under perfect conditions. This same observation iiolds 
good for railways, and steamships, and motor buses. 
In practice the line must always be drawn .somewhere. 
Tliere are many route.s on which 50 per cent ol the 
trips are now flown in the face either of conditions 
actually slightly imperfect at the time of departure or of 
a forecast that they may probably become so somewhere 
along the route before landing. To eliminate all those 
trips would reduce the hazard very substantially, hut 
it would also reduce the traffic to near zero. There 
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is a limit to the degree o( unreliability that patrons will 
tolerate on any teniis. 

Put that aside. We shall return to it later. We are 
at present interested in the second question. 

That too divides itself into two parts. Consider the 
situation of a pilot about to start a trip. He has all the 
information that can be given him. He holds in his 
hand the latest weather reports to be compiled. Con- 
ditions ahead are doubtful. Shall he go or not? Who 

Suppose he goes, and after an hour of flight he runs 
into weather desperately thick, or has a radio report that 
the next collection of meterological information shows 
an increasingly pessimistic outlook. Shall he go on or 
turn back? Again, who is to decide? 

Upon one thing all services except military ones in 
time of war agree. The pilot should never be ordered 
to take off or to keep on against his will. The man who 
is persistently unwilling to go when others of greater 
experience and of proper conservatism adjudge it safe 
may ultimately be eliminated for incompetence or for 
cowardice, but he is not forced into the air. 

So far there is unanimity. Upon the converse, the 
advisability of ordering the pilot to stay on the ground 
when his disposition would be to fly. or indeed of giving 
him any orders at ail, diversity of opinion is rampant. 

The military services have given the ground officers 
the final word. In the army, and to a soniewlat less 
extent in the navy, the officer in charge of flying on the 
field is supreme in time of peace. The pilot may be 
a colonel and the officer in chaise a first litutenant, but 
the plane cannot leave without a clearance. The pilot 
has no option. The regulation is contrary to general 
military practice, but it has proven itself wise. We 
favored its extension three or four years i4;o, and we 
approve it now. 

Commercial air lines are in a <lifferent position. Their 
object in selecting pilots can 1)C more specialized. The 
personnel can be picked almost exclusively for conserva- 
tive judgment and perfection of technic)ue. The object 
to Ije sought is the imbuing of the organization with a 
conviction that safety is preeminent, that the pilot who 
acts to insure it will always receive the approval of his 
eini)loyers, that recklessness will never be tolerated, and 
that there is no place for the up-and-at-’em hoy who tries 
to outdo his fellows in getting through. With the right 
spirit instilled, the rest can be left to the pilot. 

In the air it must be left to the pilot. There is no 
parallel between a locomotive, running upon fixed rails 
and governed by a block-signal system, and an airplane. 
Conditions in the air are too variable to l>e intelligently 
interjireted from the ground. The decision upon whether 
to go on or to turn hack can only be taken by the man 
on the spot. He should be given, by radio, all the infor- 
mation that exists. He should be free to call for special 
he!)) if he wants it, but the final decision must be his 
alone, precisely a.s for the master of a ship at sea. The 
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case of the Vestris offered some ugly hints of what may 
happen when a commander afloat (or in the air) begins 
to receive instructions from an office ashore. 

The case is not so clear before departure. The pilot 
who is competent to reach a decision in the air ought 
to be competent on the ground as well, but at present 
we are dealing with an established condition that cannot 
be suddenly amended. Wise, sober, and conservative 
judgment are not yet universal. Ground supervision of 
the pilot’s decisions may be judicious, if not necessary. 

We accept it and recommend it as the best means of 
weeding out the temperamentally unfit from the operat- 
ing personnel. In the air the pilot's decision is the only 
one. Before the take-off let his be the first decision, but 
let it be subject to check. When the pilot declares him- 
self ready to go, someone, — not Mr. Brisbane's “solemn 
person not a pilot,’’ but someone with long flying expe- 
rience. — should have the right of veto. And about the 
second time that veto has to be interposed there should 
he an opening for a new pilot, for the man who is willing 
to start a flight unwisely is equally likely to keep on 
unwisely after starting, when there will be no check on 
his judgment except the check of disaster, 

// 


Billboard Publicity 

IR TRANSPORTATION, as expressed by air 
line operation, is still the bread and butter of the 
aviation industry. In our enthusiasm, we are prone to 
envisage future possibilities to tickle the palate of a 
gourmet, while neglecting many of the more prosaic 
opportunities of the present. 

The men who are giving of their time and resources 
to increase the interest of the younger generation through 
glider development, airplane model contests, and aviation 
clubs (leser\'e admiration and commendation. The at- 
tempt to interest all the public in aircraft shows by enter- 
taining them with musical reviews and “traveling troii- 
badonrs,” has a serious purpose in view. Yet we ought 
never to neglect an appeal to the man or woman of 
financial resources who may be interested in air trans- 
|)ortation as a straightforward business proposition. In 
fact, it may even sometimes lie reasonably feared that 
some of our more spectacular propt^anda activities exert 
an unconscious negative influence on the most important 
class of prospect now in view. 

Since air transportation is the keystone of our aero- 
nautical progress arch, it might be well to concentrate 
upon it more directly. Much has been done by judicious 
advertising in newspapers and magazines — more can be 

However, there has been one major force in our 
modem industrial age which has been almost neglected. 
Consider the commonplace billboard. Regardless of our 
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esthetic reactions to its more virulently eye-searing mani- 
festations, we are forced to admit its practical utility in 
publicity work. Our personal acquaintance runs to only 
three large cities in which it has been employed to any 
considerable extent in behalf of aviation. 

Suppose some authentic aviation organization of na- 
tional repute were to foster the preparation of a set of 
really attractive aviation posters, which would be as 
much of a scenic asset as any billboard can. In one 
comer would be left a blank space where information 
concerning the departure and designation of scheduled 
transport planes would be locally inserted. Let the air 
transport organizations of any city enlist the cooperation 
of their chamber of commerce or board of trade to 
secure available bill-posting space well located. The re- 
sult would be a formidable air transportation campaign 
whose cost would be nominal. 

The roving eye of the visitor in the city, who is 
inevitably a traveler, and whose time has some monetary 
value, would be attracted by the signs. The salesman or 
traveling representative, most nearly exemplifying the 
traditional being who reads as he runs, would be vitally 
interested in “Planes leave every day for Washington, 
Philadelphia and New York at 1 p.m. — For Pittsburgh, 
Cleveland, etc., at 11 a.ni.” From his train window as 
he enters the city, from his taxicab window or as he hur- 
ries along the street afoot, the posters would hammer 
home their message. 

Sooner or later, the reader would take that first air 
trip, which is what all our educational activity is aimed 
at. Once we have his toot off the ground, our first 
victory is won. It would be one of the most practicable 
ways of bringing air transportation forcibly home to the 
traveler, who as a stranger often has neither the time 
nor the inclination to read the local papers. If the bill- 
hoard can advertise the United States of America to 
advantage, as evinced by the recent “Forward .-America'' 
poster campaign, certainly it can bring genuine and 
legitimate aid to aviation. 

// 

Esprit de Corps 

AFETY is the first consideration in operating an 
airline. Reliability, economy, consideration for the 
convenience of patrons are all important, but all must 
take secondary places until a reasonably satisfactory 
measure of safety has been assured. Fortunately, if all 
those qualities are considered in a broad light there is no 
conflict between them. Economy in air transport is 
not to be found in elimination of safeguards or in reck- 
less and arbitrary reduction of personnel, but in the sup- 
pression of waste, A wasteful organization is not only 
expensive, but slack and therefore dangerous. .An 
unreliable line in nine cases out of ten is making a bad 


record not because of unwillingness to fly in danger- 
ously bad weather, but because of inadequate equipment, 
ground organization, or meteorological information serv- 
ice. To set a high standard of efficiency in performance 
is, as surface transport interests have long since dis- 
covered, one of the best assurances of a good record of 
freedom from accident. 

Neither safety nor reliability, and not even economy 
except in a very limited way, can be insured by promul- 
gaing fiats from the executive offices. An air line is an 
inherently decentralized organization. King Canute be- 
hind the mahogany desk may bid the waters of expendi- 
ture and of accident loss to roll back, but without 
something much more than passive obedience on the part 
of his subordinates the tide will continue to rise. 

One little phrase describes the raw material of success 
in air transport. It stands as the caption of this edi- 
torial. The greatest military leaders of all the ages have 
been great because they sedulously cultivated it. To an 
air line as well as to an army, its presence means suc- 
cess and its absence failure. 

Esprit de corps grows from within. It is the embodi- 
ment of the realization by every member of the organiza- 
tion that he is engaged not ony in earning a weekly wage 
or a yearly salary but in rendering a great public service. 
We shall never get satisfactory results unless every 
individual member of the organization feels a genuine 
responsibility for the organization’s performance and a 
genuine pride in its achievements. Air transport has no 
place for clock-watchers at any price. 

Pride in himself and in his organization ! There is the 
keystone. The spirit must develop by gradual growth, 
but much can be done to encourage it. 

One very helpful measure is the proper use of uniform 
attire. When uniforms were developed and adopted 
for armies and navies, it was only incidentally so that 
the friendly forces might be distinguished from the 
enemy. The uniform had a deeper purpose in symbolizing 
the organization’s common purpose and common soul. 

It has the same purpose today for an air line, but to 
serve that i>urposc it must be respected. Most of the 
leading air lines now provide uniforms. In a few cases 
one might stispect that the object had been to spare the 
jiilot the expense of a suit of overalls. We have seen 
uniforms that were faded and greasy, with buttons 
tarnished or missing entirely. We have seen pilots in 
winter wearing blue uniforms surmounted by tweed 
overcoats. We have seen uniform headgear replaced 
by golf caps. In an organization where such things can 
occur something of the hoped-for spirit is lacking. A 
complete lack of uniformity of attire is better than the 
travesty presented by some heterogeneous mixture of 
garments. It may seem a little thing, but it is the visual 
evidence of the attitude of the jiilot towards his service 
and towards the passengers who must be his first con- 
sideration. A little thing. — but a vitally important 
emblem of a very great one. 
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THE STORY OF Aircraft 


Tubing 


The First of a Series of Three 


fairly accurate miter and complete the joint with weld 
metal. Where joints are made by riveting, it is usually 
necessary to provide clips or fittings for conveying the 
stresses from one member to another. Some manufactur- 
ers, notably the British, have developed this method in 
very ingenious ways. Riveting has the advantage that 
parts can be heat treated before assembly, when heat 
treating after assembly is impracticable, as in a large 

Recently the Cunningham-Hall Aircraft Corp. has 
constructed steel wing beams of heat treated alloy steel 
ATURE learned by experience that structural tubing joined by means of bolts. The chrome molyb- 
materials arrajiged in tubular form afford the denum steel tubes are heat treated in long straight 
greatest strength and stiffness for a given weight. Bones lengths to a tensile strength of 140,000 lb. per sq.in. 
and quills are tubular. Man learned the same thing by The remarkable characteristics of chrome molybdenum 
engineering methods. Therefore, the bones of aircraft, steel permit drilling and other machining to be done in 
the skeleton parts which give the stnicture its support the heat treated state. 

and strength are today made principally of seamless steel The wing beams illustrated in figures A and B are 
tubing. In addition to its superiority from the design those of the Curtiss Condor, type B-20. The chord 
standpoint, steel tubing has outstanding advantages for members are chrome molybdenum steel tubes drawn to 
the shop man. It can be readily cut. formed and bent elliptical section and heat treated in straight lengths to a 
into desired shapes, and is easily fitted and joined. While tensile strength of 140,000 lb. per sq.in. The lattice 
the theoretical advantages of tubular members apply members are round tubes of the same steel, for which 
principally to parts cartyang compression, bending or normalizing gives sufficient strength. The beams are 
torque, the tubular section 
has practical advantages for 
use in tension members, be- 
cause of Che readiness with 
which efficient joints can be 
made. A tube is ideal for 
the truss type of construction, 
where the members must 
carry tension or compression 
alternately, as well as bending. 

Steel tubing may be joined 
by various methods including 
weldit^i brazing, riveting, 
bolting and soft soldering. 

Each method has its place. 

More than 90 per cent of the 
work in this country is done 
by oxyacetylene welding. 

Tubing is very well adapted 
to joining by welding, as it is 
only necessary to make a 




AVIATION 
March 29, 1930 


633 



Articles on the History and Characteristics of Steel Tubing 


Aircraft tubing has played, and con- 
tinues to play, a major part in the con- 
struction of aircraft. Present-day 
construction style is toioard rather than 
away from it. The president of the 
Summerill Tubing Company, Bridge- 
port, Pennsylvania, is S. L. Gabel, and 
his company has done much to advance 
the seamless tubing trade. Horace C. 
Knerr, serving as consulting engineer 
to Summerill, is best-known to the 
aircraft industry as president ofMellab 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where 
he is undertaking extensive research on 
metals for airplanes. Herewith is pre- 
sented the first of a series of three 
articles by these two which should be of 
interest to those who fly as well as to 
those who build the planes. The com- 
plete history and characteristics of 
tubing are set forth in a clear and 
concise manner. 


made up by welding. The heat is confined close to the 
point of junction and does not affect the middle third 
of the span sections where the stresses are high. In the 
Curtiss King Bird, the wing beams were of similar de- 
sign but the parts were welded together in the annealed 
state and the beams then heat treated in sections. This 
practice is believed to be preferable. 

The successful and economical use of steel tubing in 
the construction of aircraft wing beams has been made 
possible by the development of vertical electric furnaces 
:for heat treating either the tubing or the beams to high 


and uniform strength without distortion. Beams com- 
paring favorably in strength and lightness with those of 
wood have been produced. 

Axles and other parts of landing gear have been made 
of heat treated alloy steel seamless tubing for many years, 
as they are subject to the most severe stresses and shocks. 
Three and one half per cent nickel steel was formerly 
employed, but has been superseded by chrome molyb- 
denum steel. Engine mounts are a more recent field 
for heat treated steel. 

T hree principal types of steels are used in aircraft 
today. The earliest efforts to adopt steel were made 
with the ordinary commercial grade, commonly referred 
to as cold rolled steel or cold drawn steel, having a carbon 
content of approximately 0.10 to 0.20 per cent This ma- 
terial is easily worked, either hot or cold, and can be 
cold drawn to a tensile strength in the neighborhood of 
60,000 to 70,000 lb. per sq.in., with a fairly good elonga- 
tion. However, in brazing, welding or hot forming this 
steel the strength increment introduced by cold working 
is removed, leaving the material in the fully annealed 
condition, where its strength may be as low as 40,000 Ib- 
per sq.in. This was inadequate for even the earliest 
military craft. Specifications were therefore revised by 
the Army and Navy to call for steel having a carbon 
content of 0.20 to 0.30 per cent, known as steel No. 1025. 
This steel, after the heat of welding, etc., retains a 
tensile strength of not less than 55,000 lb, per sq.in. 
Its working and welding qualities are practically as good 
as those of the low carbon steel. 

Either of the foregoing steels is a "heavy" metal of 
construction because of its low strength-weight factor. 
Commercial steel is still used by a few aircraft builders, 
perhaps through a mistaken idea of economy. Steel 
No. 1025 is employed where the determining factor is 
modulus of elasticity and not strength. Its greater 
mechanical accuracy, uniformity and reliability make 
it preferable to the commercial grade, aside from its 
physical properties. Chrome-molybdenum steel No. 
4130X is well on the way to displace both and is today 
virtually the standard material of construction for air- 
craft in this country. The danger of mixing No. 1025 
steel with No. 4130X steel in stores or during fabrica- 
tion has led many manufacturers to abandon the former 
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altogether, using only No. 

4130X steel throughout. 

Chrome - molybdenum steel 
was carefully studied by the 
Army Air Service and was 
found to possess remarkable 
properties. It can be cold 
drawn to the very thin walls 
required in aircraft construc- 
tion, can readily be bent or 
formed to desired shapes 
hot or cold, has excellent 
welding characteristics and retains a relatively high 
strength after being subjected to the beat of welding. 
Furthermore, it responds exceptionally well to heat treat- 
ment, developing phy.sical properties better than ordi- 
narily expected of an alloy steel of similar or comparable 



carbon and alloy content. After heat treatment, this 
steel may be machined more readily than other alloy 
steels of the same strength and hardness. 

When comparing structural materials for aircraft, it 
is necessary to take into consideration both the weight 
and the strength. A simple means for doing this is to 
divide the strength by the specific gravity of the material, 
obtaining a number which may be called the strength- 
weight factor. A material having a high strength-weight 
factor is a lighter materia! of construction than one hav- 
ing a low strength-weight factor. Some typical strength- 


weight factors are given in the accompatiying table. It 
will he seen that alloy steel when heat treated to a tensile 
strength of 150,000 ib. per sq.in. is equal in lightness as 
a material of construction to duralumin. This does not 
take into consideration savings in weight possible by 
welding steel as compared with riveting duralumin joints. 
Steels which are heat treated to a higher strength than 

150.000 are “lighter" than duralumin. Good chrome- 
mnlylxieniim .steel may be readily heat treated to a 
strength of 200,000 Ib. per sq.in, with a yield point of 

170.000 or over and an excellent ductility and toughness. 
When correctly treated it is not brittle and has a high 
resistance to fatigue. 

"VJ E,vRLY Ai-L steel used today in aircraft is made either 
-t N by the open hearth or the electric furnace process. 
By means of the electric furnace, steel of the very highest 
([uality can be produced. The impurities such as phos- 
phorus and sulphur can be held at extremely low limits 
anti the various inclusions and particles of slag and 
sand, commonly known as "dirt", can be kept at a 
minimum, thus contributing to high endurance under re- 
peated stress. Steel of very good quality can also be 
I'roducetl in the open hearth furnace. While this steel 
docs not have the exceptionally fine properties of electric 
iuriiacc steel properly made, it is quite satisfactory for 
most structural parts. Electric steel is made in fur- 
naces ordinarily having a capacity of three to ten tons, 
heatetl hy means of the electric arc. The temperature 
can he accurately regulated, the contaminating effects 
of fuel are avoided, the steel can be held for any desired 
settling period to free it of non-metallic inclusions and 
the chemistry of the process can be closely controlled. 
The relatively small quantity of metal handled con- 
tributes to the quality of the produce. The open hearth 
furnace usually has a capacity ranging from 25 to 100 
tons or more- The metal is melted in a large shallow 
basin by means of intense heat applied from above. 
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under the arch of the furnace, the fuel being oil, gas 
or tar. Under either process, the skill and care of the 
steel maker is a very important factor in determining 
the quality of the finished product. Chemical analysis 
and physical tests by themselves are no guarantee that 
steel will give the desired service. When the melting 
reactions have been completed, the molten metal is tapped 
from the furnace into a ladle, from which in turn if 
is poured into cast iron ingot molds and allowed to 
solidify. From these it is removed in the shape of 
square, hexagonal, octagonal or corrugated ingots weigh- 
ing from about one-half to several tons. The upper and 
sometimes the lower end of the ingot contains a con- 
siderable quality of impurities and internal defects and 
is therefore cropped off and scrapped. The remainder . 
of the ingot is supposed to be sound and homogeneous 
but it is here that the most serious defects in steel often 
ocair. Unless great care and skill have been exercised 
by the steel maker, this part of the ingot may have 
cavities along its axis, known as “pipe", due to shrink- 
age ; blow holes scattered through its mass due to en- 
trapped gase.s: cracks and other defects in its outer sur- 
face, due to various causes, and great numbers of .small 
non-metallic inclusions referred to as "dirt” scattered 
through the metal. Moreover, the composition may very 
greatly from core to surface and from top to bottom, due 
to segregation of the chemical constituents. It is in 
freedom from these defects that the better grades of 
steel many times repay their moderately higher cost, 

T he incot is hot worked by rolling, pressing or forg- 
ing into a bar possibly 3 to S in. in diameter and 10 
to 20 ft. long- Hot working not only shapes the material 
but also greatly improves the character of the metal by 
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of the billet. ,'\ piercing point, consisting of a hard heat 
resisting steel point mounted on the end of a rod, is 
pressed against this cavity as the billet is moved forward 
and the hole is thereby enlarged and rounded. 

The inside and outside of these crude tubes are very 
rough and are spiral!); grooved due to the piercing opera- 
tion, The length is increased hut the outside diameter is 



not greatly changed. The pierced billet, still hot, is 
threaded over a rod or mandrel and rolled longitudinally 
between grooved rolls. The length is much increased 
and the diameter moderately reduced in this process and 
the walls of the tube are made thinner and smoother. 
Next, the hot tube may be passed over another mandrel 
and rolled circumferentially, further reducing its diam- 
eter, increasing its length and making it more accurately 

Mechanical defects, such as pipes, blowholes, cracks, 
etc., which were present in the ingot may possibly be 
welded shut during one or more of the hot working 
operations. On the other hand, such defects often re- 
main in the metal, becoming flattened and greatly elon- 
gated as working proceeds and resulting in so-called 
“seams" and laps in the tube. The piercing operation 
may produce folds and slivers in the metal which are 
flattened out, but not removed, during subsequent rollings. 

For structural parts of aircraft and where accuracy 
of dimensions without final machining or grinding is 
required, or where special shapes, thin walls or small 
diameters are called for, the tubing is cold drawn. Some 
hot rolled tubing is used for engine parts, notably for 
cylinders, bushings and the like, being of course, 
machined. 


breaking up and refining the coarse grain which resulted 
from the slow solidification of the ingot. 

These long bars or tube billets are the raw material 
for the piercing mill. They are cut into short sections 
by means of a high speed cutting disc and heated in a 
furnace to a high temperature for piercing. The hot 
billets are introduced into the piercing mill, which con- 
sists essentially of a pair of conically shaped rolls, so 
arranged that, in passing between them, the billet is 
rotated and at the same time moved forward, while being 
subjected to pressure from the rolls. This results in 
producing a somewhat irregular opening along the axis 
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AIR TRANSPORTATION AND ITS 


By Brice Clogett 

MeAdoo, Neblell, O'Connor and Clogtll 


T he enormous strides made in air trans- 
port work have brought to the front highly impor- 
tant legal and economic problems which should be dis- 
cussed and solved intelligently in order that mistakes 
may be avoided which for generations hindered and re- 
tarded the development of the railroads of the country. 

Two of these problems may be briefly stated 
as follows: 

( 1 ) Should there be regulation by the Federal 
or State Governments, or both, of the rates for 
carrying passengers, freight and express by air- 
plane, and if so, what form should this regulation 
take? 

(2) Should the carrying of the United States 
mail by air transport continue to be dealt with 
through contracts between aviation companies 
and the Postoffice Department, or should the air 
mail be treated in the same way as railway mail 

These questions are not merely abstract legal 
problems. They vitally affect the success or 
failure of what is rapidly becoming one of the 
largest industries of the country. They have no 
bearing upon the use of airplanes by individuals 
using their own planes for business or pleasure, 
hut they vitally affect the very rapidly growing 
business of the use of aircraft as common car- 
riers — transportation through the air for hire of 
passengers, mail, freight and express. 

There can be no possible doubt that the next few years 
will see an enormous increase in the amount of freight, 
express matter, mail and passengers which will be carried 
by air transport. To just what extent traffic will be 
taken away from the railroads is problematical and is 
no part of this discussion. It is sufficient to point out 
that the farseeing railroads have already realized the 
inevitable and are making arrangements to co-operate 
with air transport companies for the joint movement of 
passengers, mail and express, and that this co-operation 
naturally will extend to at least the lighter forms of 
express and freight traffic needing expeditious movement. 

Up to the present time both Federal and State aero- 
nautical legislation and the comparatively few Court 
decisions have no bearing on rates or charges (except as 
to air mail) hut have related primarily to air sovereignty 
and the licensing and inspection of airplanes, pilots, air 
routes and landing fields. 

Recently, however, bills have been introduced in Con- 
gress proposing regulation of air transport rates by the 


Interstate Commerce Commission and it appears certain 
that other regulatory legislation, both Federal and State, 
is certain to be wisely discussed. The intent of such 
proposed legislation is to treat air transport in much the 
same way that railroads have been treated in the past. 
The relationshi]) between railroad regulation and air 
transport regulation is closer 
than might appear on the sur- 
face. A large proportion of 
present airplane transporta- 
tion, especially of passengers 
and mail, is carried on by joint 
arrai^ement between railroads 
and air transport companies. 
This is due partially to the fact 
that very few passengers so 
far desire to ride in airplanes 
at night and, therefore, the 
night portion of long journeys 
are made by train. In con- 
nection with the mails, air- 
plane service has been devoted 
almost wholly to movements 
between the larger centers 
and, therefore, much of the 
air mail to points not on air- 
lines is transported by train. 
In addition, there is a close an- 
alogy between railway and 
airplane transport, in that both legally are common 
carriers over fixed routes. 

T he history of railroad legislation illustrates how far 
the pendulum of public opinion may swing between 
helpfulness and oppression. Just as now, legislators and 
the public are particularly anxious to do everything pos- 
sible to help aviation, so, in the beginning of the rail- 
roads, they received genera], public and legislative sup- 
port. Many of the first railroads were constructed by 
public grants from the Federal or State Governments 
and Municipalities of lands or actual cash. Later, and 
as a result, in part at least, of the iniquities of many 
railroad managements, legislators and the public began 
a period of repressive regulation. The middle ground, 
strict regulation, combined with encouraging help, finally 
came in the Transportation Act of 1920. This law re- 
quires the Interstate Commerce Commission to initiate 
such rates for the carriers as a whole, or by rate terri- 
torities, as under efficient management would yield as 
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nearly as might be a fair return upon the aggregate 
value of railroad property. 

The Act also empowered the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to see that intrastate rates were not so low 
as to create a burden upon interstate commerce- Prior 
to the war, the theory had been that the more competing 
railorads were constructed the better for the public inter- 
est. The new law proceeded upon a new consideration, 
that it was a disadvantage for the public to have more 
railroads than were needed to handle the needs of the 
country and to afford a reasonable amount of compe- 
tition. The result was that the law provides that no new 
railroad can be constructed except upon the issuance by 
the Interstate Commerce Commission of certificates of 
public necessity and convenience. The new .Act also 
authorizes pooling when found by the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission to be in the public interest and spe- 
cifically empowers the Commission to authorize com- 
binations, Under the law, carriers affected by such 
orders of the Commission would be relieved from the 


IFilh air transport playing an ever- 
increasing pari in American commer- 
cial and private life, it would seem 
altogether advisable for operators to 
take time out for a careful study and 
review of American railroad history. 
The problems which now confront 
transport operators are rather strikingly 
similar to the problems which con- 
fronted railroad operators. ^As Mr. 
Clagelt points out in the accompanying 
article, the way in which the railroad 
problems were handled, or rather mis- 
handled, proved a hindrance to iron 
horse development in this country. It is 
his opinion that if air transport oper- 
ators permit history to repeat itself, it 
is quite possible that aeronautic prog- 
ress will be retarded more than ever. 


operation of both the Federal and State .Anti-trust laws. 

A new departure in the Transportation Act of 1920 
was to authorize close supervision by the Commission 
over the issue of stocks, bonds and other securities by 
the railroad companies. 

VVith respect to air transportation, some of the lessons 
taught by railroad regulation have already been embodied 
in Federal and State legislation, but it is clear that only 
a beginning has been uiade. 

Probably it will be generally s^eed 
that the relative authority of the 
Federal and State Governments with 
regard to transportation by air is 
approximately the same as with re- 
gard to railroads, Both are derived 
from Section 8, Article I of the 
United States Constitution granting 
to Congress power "to regulate com- 
merce with foreign nations and 

Article X provides that, “the powers 
not delegated to the United States 
by the Constitution nor prohibited to 
it by the States, are reserved to the 
States respectively, or to the people.” 
No constitutional question has given 
rise to more discussion and resulted 
in more closely argued cases than the 
relative jurisdiction of the Federal 
and State Governments over com- 

This is not a place for a review of 
the court decisions which furnish a 
partof the schooling of all lawyers. It 
probably is suffident to refer to the 
fundamental decision of Chief Justice 
Marshall in Gibbons v. Ogden and to 
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the words of the Supreme Court in the case of Hall v. 
Decuir, as follows: 

“But we think it may safely be said that State 
l^islation seeking to impose a direct burden upon 
the interstate commerce or to interfere directly 
with its establishment does encroach upon the 
executive power of Congress." 

The basic Federal l^islation on aeronautics is con- 
tained in what is known as the “Air Commerce Act of 
1926.” This Act at present contains no provisions as to 
rates; the issues of securities; competition, or any of 
the other subjects which have proved so difficult in rail- 
road regulation, It does, at the outset, dispose, as far 
as United States law is concerned, of a problem which 
at one time promised to be a. very difficult one; namely 
the control over the air. Section 6 of the law contains a 
provision that “the Congress hereby declares that the 
Government of the United States has, to the exclusion of 
all foreign nations, complete sovereignty of the air space 
over the lands and waters of the United States, including 
the Canal Zone.” in addition, the Act gjves to the 
Secretary of Commerce power to desigpiate and establish 
civic airways and to chart and light them, but provides 
that no exclusive right shall be given for the use of any 
civil airway, airport, emergency landing field or other 
air navigation facility. The Act also gives to the Sec- 
retary of Commerce the duty of gathering aviation statis- 
tics. The principal part of the law is that authorizing 
the Secretary of Commerce to license airplanes and pilots, 
and, as a safety measure, it is declared unlawful to 
navigate any aircraft “in interstate or foreign air com- 
merce” unless the aircraft is registered with the Depart- 
ment of Commerce and unless the julot has an Air Man 
Certificate from the Department. 

M any of the States have followed the example of the 
Federal Government by passing laws regulating the 
licensing of airplanes and pilots and controlling the con- 
struction and operation of airports. The best of these 
laws provide for acceptance by the States of the Federal 
licenses. Both the Department of Commerce and a 
Committee of the American Bar Association have pre- 
pared drafts of uniform State laws on the subject. 
Already confusion has begun because of the varying pro- 
visions or different State laws on the subject and this 
confusion promises to rival the confusion regarding rail- 
road regulation unless prompt steps are taken in the 
direction of uniform state laws. 

Admittedly, legislation effecting the licensing of planes 
and pilots is only a beginning. Present laws do not 
specifically affect the financing of airplane companies, 
control over rates, competition or monopolies, or other 
problems which have presented the greatest difficulty in 
railroad regulation. General laws both of the Federal 
Government and of the States probably cover the com- 
petition question and State “Blue-Sky Laws,” where 
they exist, undoubtedly apply to aviation company securi- 
ties ; but, except with respect to railroads, there is no 
Federal security law and no Federal or State agencies 
have as yet been set up with the power to regulate rate.s 
and service of transport by air. 

While some of the bills introduced in Congress have 
proposed that the Interstate Commerce Commission be 
given jurisdiction over air transport, in addition to rail- 
roads, there apparently exists a general feeling that the 
Interstate Commerce Commission is already overbur- 


AVIATION 
March 39, 1930 

dened with work and that if there is to be Federal regula- 
tion the task should be entrusted to the Department of 
Commerce or a new independent Commission. Undoubt- 
edly there is danger of any strict regulation having the 
effect of discouraging investments in the different 
branches of the airplane industry. It is an "infant in- 
dustry” and, therefore, needs encouragement rather tlian 
repression. It is chiefly for this reason that all proposed 
regulatory legislation must be most carefully scrutinized 
and particular attention paid to the opinions of Gov- 
ernment officers who have had long experience in dealing 

The question is whether air transport rates and service 
and securities are to be regulated, and if so how. Every- 
one objects to being regulated and, therefore, the natural 
position of the transport companies is to say “let us 
alone." That is exactly what the railroads said, and 
their fight against regulation almost ruined them. Per- 
haps it would be better for the air transport companies, 
while everyone is sympathetic toward them, to agree on 
liberal and proper regulation for the protection of them- 
selves and the public. 

The development of the air mail appears likely to 
follow in general the history of the railway mail and. 
therefore, this' history is important to persons contem- 
plating investments in air transport companies, as well 
as to the general public using the mail- 

W iTHOUT DWELLING upon mail history, it is sufficient 
to say that the Act of Congress approved July 7, 
1838, constituted every railroad in the United States a 
"post road” and this situation continues under existing 
law. For many years after the mails began to be carried 
by the railroads, arrangements therefor were contained in 
contracts between the Postmaster General and the individ- 
ual railroatls in much the same manner as the air mail is 
now contracted for by the Postmaster General in accord- 
ance with the Acts of Congress approved February 2, 
1925, June 3, 1926, and May 17, 1928. Subsequently, 
the system of railway mail contracts was in general 
abandoned and the Postmaster General shipped mail 
over practically all important railroads as common car- 
riers, the compensation of the railroad being fixed by 
Congress. As a result of long agitation, due laigely to 
the claim of the roads that they were not being paid a 
compensatory rate, Congress, by the Act of July 28. 
1916, conferred upon the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion power to determine fair and reasonable rates and 
compensation for the transportation of the mails by rail- 
road common carriers, the Commission to prescribe the 
method, or methods, by weight and space, or both, or 
otherwise, for ascertaining the rate of compensation. 

Speaking generally, all the principal railroads of the 
United States carry the mails and are compensated on 
the same basis. Previously, under the Act of March 3, 
1873, the railway mail compensation was on the basis 
of a rate per mile, per annum, according to the average 
daily weight carried on each route, the weight being 
determined by weighing the mails for not less than thirty 
consecutive working days and at least once every four 
years (report of Joint Congressional Committee, 
August 31, 1914, page 59), but at present, and in ac- 
cordance with the last railway mail pay decision of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, decided July 10, 1928 
(144 ICC 675) the compensation to the railroads is on 
a rate per mile, according to the authorized space allotted 
to the mail carried on the route. This compensation for 
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the larger railroads runs from 4.50 cents a mile for each 
three foot closed-pouch space to 39.39 cents per mile (or 
each sixty foot railway postoffice car. The minimum 
payment on any mail route for the larger railorads. over 
any part of which mail is distributed not less than six 
days a week, is $72 per mile per annum. 

The air mail was first carried directly over limited 
routes by the postoffice department in Government planes, 
but under the present law, the air mail is moved under 
contracts made by the Postmaster General with private 
air transport companies. Such contracts under the law 
may compensate the private companies at not to exceed 
$3 per pound for air mail for the first thousand miles 
and not to exceed 30c. per pound additional for each 
additional one hundred miles, or fractional part .thereof, 
for routes in excess of one thousand miles in length. 
In practice, the contract rates received by the private 
companies run from 67c. per pound to $3 per pound, 

U NDER existing law air mail contracts are awarded by 
the Po.stmaster General upon competitive bids. The 
practice is (or the Postmaster General to lay out the pro- 
posed air mail route, to advertise for bids, and to award 
the contract, not necessarily to the lowest bidder, but to 
the lowest rcspoHsible bidder, consideration being given to 
financial soundness and capacity in determining respon- 
sibility. Contracts run for a period of four years. At 
the discretion of the Department, following two years of 
satisfactory operation, a certificate may be issued to the 
contractor for eight additional years, but the Department 
may, as a condition of the issuance thereof, revise the 
contract price downward to what may be agreed upon 
between the contractor and the Department as a fair 
price. If the parties cannot agree on a revised rate, the 
contractor may refuse the eight year certificate and op- 
erate under his original contract until its expiration. The 
contractor is not required to begin o))erations until air- 
way aids to navigation have been installed by the 
Department of Commerce. 

One fact not generally recc^nized is that in addition 
to the provisions for carrying the "air mail” (that is 
mail on which a 5c- stamp is now required) the law 
permits the Postmaster General to make contracts for 
the transportation by aircraft of first class mail other 
than air mail (that is mail on which a 2c. stamp is now 
required) at fixed rates per pound, including equipment. 
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not exceeding 60c. per pound for the first thousand miles 
and not to exceed fe. additional for each additional hun- 
dred miles, or fraction thereof, for routes in excess of 
one thousand miles in length. 

I T WILL BE SEEK from the above outline of existing 
conditions that the present outstanding difference be- 
tween the railroads and air transport companies with 
respect to carrying the mails, is that practically all rail- 
ways carry the mails, at least to some extent, whereas 
no air transport company may carry the mail unless it first 
makes a contract with the Postoffice Department. The 
railroads which are closely competitive each carry the 
mails but so far the Postoffice Department has not made 
mail contracts with airplane companies on competitive 
routes. This policy has been followed largely to encour- 
age existing companies, but one problem is how long 
this condition will be continued and what assistance from 
revenues from carrying the mails may be obtained by 
companies desiring to establish airplane routes primarily 
for the transport of passengers and express, or freight. 
-A subsidiary but related question presents itself with 
regard to express because, since the introduction of par- 
cel post, pwkages may be carried as fourth class mail 
matter, weighing as much as 11 Ib., although, at the 
present time, only first class mail is carried by airplane. 

The competition, however, between the air mail serv- 
ice and the railway mail service goes much deeper than 
the relative cost. So far as the methods of handling 
tlic mail are concenied, the air mail service has hardly 
begun to compete with the railway service. At present 
the air mail operations are almost totally confined to 
carrying bulk mail in sacks between the larger centers 
of poptdation, although on most of the present contract 
air mail routes some intermediate stops are made and 
mail for those points discharged. The mail thus dis- 
chargetl is then redistributed by the usual methods with- 
out assistance from the air mail. 

The railway mail service, Itowever, is much more 
highly developed. In addition, to performing the kind 
of service as is now carried on by the air mail, there 
exists on most of the railway postoffice cars a compart- 
ment car devoted in whole, or in part, to the mail service 
and manned by railway mail postal clerks. On these 
cars the mail is sorted en route for distribution along the 
line of the railroad, and in some cases the mail is han- 
dled in such detail on the railroad postoffice cars that 
it goes directly, at destination, to the homes by carriers 
without rehandling in the local postoffice. 

Perhaps it is too early and would not be beneficial for 
any one interested in the future of transportation by air 
to attempt to lay down inflexible rules or make definite 
proposals as to how the air mail should be handled in 
the future, or as to the method, if any, of regulating 
the securities, service and charges of air transport com- 
panies. Probably it is sufficient to outline the problems. 
Some of them are immediate. They deserve the best 
thought of government agencies, the air transport com- 
panies themselves, and the public generally. Their 
proper solution, along with a settlement of the many 
technical questions of aeronautics will go far to make the 
future of air transport in the United States secure. 
The object of all should be to encourage air transport 
development, not hinder it. The mishandling of the 
problems as the railroad regulation problem has been 
misliandled may slow up the progress of aviation and 
interrupt and minimize the truly marvelous develop- 
ments since Lindbergh landed at Paris. 
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Newspapers and airplane 


A Member of the 


Industry Defends the Policies of the Press, and 
Better Cooperation Be Afforded the Newspaper 


W OU PICK UP )our morning paper and with your 

-B- matutinal eggs and toast arc ser\-ed the news that 
“Eight Persons are Killed in -Airplane Crash.” 
That statement stretches for eight columns across 
the top of your paper in bold-face type. You. as 
many of us, in the aviation industry, shudder and on 
not rare occasions permit a flame of malice for the 
press to rise in your breasts. This is because you are 
inclined to feel the newspapers are treating us unfairly 
in playing up airplane accident stories. 

Countless submitted editorials by aeronautical execu- 
tives have been printed in aviation magazines taking 
newspapers and reporters to task for the manner in 
which they have handled stories on various crashes. 
Statements issued from the offices of air transportation 
companies in which the press is scolded are not rare. 
And it is a common incident to walk up to a group of 
pilots, or company employees and hear them berating 
newsgatherers and newspaper cameramen for their ac- 
tions during some recent accident. The consensus of 
all these conversations, statements and editorials is that 
the newspapers are unjust to the aviation industry. 

But, is the press of the nation really unfair in the 
treatment of air accidents? 

From an operator in our position one would natur- 
ally assume our answer would be "Yes.” It would seem 
quite logical to believe we would side with the majority 
of other operators who hold that belief. For our com- 
pany, as well as others has experienced the effect of 
“crash" headlines in many newspapers throughout the 
country. But. at the risk of appearing to be an abjurer. 
we are going to take the side of the newspapers. As we 
feel many of the operators have brought and are 
continuing to bring the dilemma of “crash” stories on 
themselves. 

Perhaps the position of the newspapers and their re- 
porters can be more clearly understood by first com- 
paring them with an automobile ^ency and its sales- 

The primary purpose of the press is to print the news 
as quickly and correctly as possible. Every paper is 
always striving to beat its rival to the street with a story. 
The object of an automobile agency is, of course, to sell 
cars; and to sell more than its competitor. 

Reporters exist because the press wants the news 
early. The papers cannot afford to wait until Demon 
Rumor, with his fabrications and inaccuracies, brings 
in the jumbled details of a story. Automobile salesmen 
■exist that the firms for which they work may also sur- 
vive. No automobile firm could hope to remain in busi- 


ness long if it employed no salesmen to go out and call 
on prospective buyers. 

Just here the similarity between a newspaper and auto- 
mobile agency and their representatives ends, however. 
For the salesman may come back to his employer and 
offer an acceptable and plausible excuse for not having 
sold a certain prospect. But the newspaper reporter can 
offer no excuses. He must get the story, no matter what 
the cost. To fail in this duty would as likely as not cost 
him his job. Therefore, lacking proper and authentic 
information, which a member of the company whose 
plane has fallen, might give, the reporter must perforce 
write what he sees, or what some bystander has seen. 

Eye-witnesses at best are unreliable, and the sight of 
a plane falling several thousand feet inspires even the 
hardiest of us to horror. What then can we expect of an 
impressionable young reporter who gathers his informa- 
tion from what he has seen and from an even more 
impassioned eye-witness. 

Read any account of an accident as related by a by- 
stander and the very absurdity of it is often lathetic. 
The probable reason is because it is human nature to seek 
and love publicity. A man on being interviewed instinc- 
tively assumes an air of superiority and pictures himself 
a hero. Consequently he permits his impulses to run 
wild and his account of the accident is anything but 
correct. It is this type of story which is injurious to 
aviation. And it could be very easily avoided if operat- 
ing companies followed the policy of assisting reporters 
in gathering the true facts- Seldom has a newspaper 
printed a really injurious story when its newsgatherers 
were given the correct information by a company official. 
But, unfortunately, all aviation concerns do not follow 
this policy. 

N ewspaper men will tell you it has been their expe- 
rience that many aviation executives, in a sense, run 
to cover in accidents involving their companies, and as a 
result the newspapers take eye-witness accounts from 
so-called “authorities” who know nothing about accident 

Naturally this is the sort of thing that results in acci- 
dents being played up by some papers; for the mystery 
element produced in these cases by mute executives and 
officials, and the feverish accounts given by bystanders 
make for sensationalism in the printed stories. 

Gossip, Rumor and They Say, all children of bystand- 
ers, are the three things air transport operators have mos? 
to fear at the time of accidents. They could, however, 
be made the least feared if operators took the proper 
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ACCIDENTS 


Suggests that Bigger and 
Reporter 


steps to avoid them rather than to avoid newspapermen. 

“How did it happen?" is always the first question a 
reporter asks when he approaches the scene of the acci- 
dent, And 99 times out of a 100 he receives a gruff 
“How do we know?" from some company employee who 
has been instructed to "say nothing.” Very often re- 
porters and cameramen are roughly shoved aside and told 
to clear out. The newspapermen then turn to the first 
persons who arc willing to talk — and there are many of 
them. As a result a disjointed, inaccurate and injurious 
story appears in the next editions of their papers. 

"What then is the proper procedure; how can this be 
avoided?" you might ask. Our answer is; Gather the 
reporters together in one group. Relate to them the 
actual facts and true causes of the accident. Give as 
clear and concise an account of the affair as is possible 
and be speedy about doing so. 

Be painstaking in your efforts to describe the affair 
in detail and in a manner readily understood by the 
general public, for it is the public which will read the 
reporters' stories. Simple terms are necessary because, 
although a reporter is required to have a working knowl- 
edge of many subjects, aviation has not yet entered into 
his scheme of things as generally as have others. There- 
fore, you can readily understand how easy it is to shroud 
the accident cases in a cloak of mystery by couching your 
account in technical terms unfamiliar to the la)mian. The 
reporter writes in the simplest form of every-day Eng- 
lish; so talk to him in the language with which he is 

We believe we are safe in saying that newspapers have 
done more for aviation than has the industry itself in the 
matter of making the public air-minded. How else could 
Lindbergh's flight to Paris have focused the eyes of the 
nation on aviation had there not been newspapers to 
carry accounts of his marvelous feat? 

Columns after columns of space were devoted to other 
transoceanic flights. The story of the Graf Zeppelin's 
magnificent world flight ran for nearly 30 days in prac- 
tically every newspaper in the country. 

Wlicnever an altitude, endurance, speed or other rec- 
ord has been broken the newspapers have made front 
page stories of it. Even when refueling endurance at- 
tempts reached the point of boredom last summer the 
press helped aviation by carrying many, many inches of 
type. And yet, when an automobile .set a refueling en- 
durance record run several months ago the public knew 
nothing of it until the manufacturer came out with 
announcements of the fact in paid advertisements. 

Remembering the co-operation and worthwhile pub- 



licity the papers have and are continuing to give aviation, 
are we right when we say they are unfair to aviation? 

In our opinion we are not right in saying they have 
been unjust in their treatment of accidents. An accident 
story is news, just as is the story of some outstanding 
feat. The newspapers have always printed the facts as 
they found them. And it inaccuracies have crept into 
some of their stories it is the fault of those of us in the 
industry. 

P erhaps there is an isolated case here and there where 
a newspaper has allowed prejudice to influence the ac- 
tions. This is possible, but it is a pretty safe wager that 
if the truth were known it was because of some injustice 
the aeronautical concern affected had done the newspaper. 
And tracing this even further, it is likely the injustice 
done the newspaper originated from the actions of an 
official, which would make the prejudice a personal one. 

We have had dealings with many newspapermen and 
reporters. Not one that we have ever known has been 
malicious or would write an intentionally derogatory 
statement about anyone without it being absolutely war- 
ranted. There are few professions with a stricter code 
of ethics for its adherents to follow while in the line of 
duty. All newspapermen we have known have been 
pretty square-shooters providing those with whom they 
were dealing gave them an occasional break. We know 
of a no more open-minded group of men than they. But, 
like the rest of us, they are human and, if treated badly, 
or repulsed in their efforts to perform their duties, they 
can be just as mean as anybody. Hence, if one makes 
it a point to treat the reporter fairly, he is bound to do 
the same for you. 

What we have said about reporters holds true for 
newspaper cameramen. They can offer no acceptable 
excuses for failure to obtain a picture without fear of 
losing their job. Newspapers demand much. The pho- 
tc^raphers, therefore, put forth every effort to get that 
for ivhich they have been sent. Work with them, give 
them your co-operation, assist them in carrying out their 
duties and you will quickly see what really good fellows 
they are. Deliberately place barriers in their way and 
they will get the best of you in the long run. 

An operator is hurting rather than helping himself 
and the aviation industry, when he makes a deliberate 
attempt to hide facts, and, to prevent publication of an 
account of a crack-up. To keep an airplane accident out 
of the papers is impossible. And the quicker ail of us 
realize this and help the new^atherers acquire the correct 
information, the better it will be for all concerned. 
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The Last of a Series of Six Articles by the Section Heads 
of the Regulatory Division of the 
Aeronautics Branch 


By Pendleton Edgar 

man. Accident Board, 


Depart, 


t, at Com- 


mission to the Accident Board, which 
consists of two or more competent pi- 
lots, an aeronautical engineer, a flight 
surgeon, a lawyer well versed in air 
law, and a statistician. It is readily 
seen that expert knowledge can be 
brought to cover any contributing fac- 


A fRPLANE ACCIDENTS ^ 

• analyzed in connection with a 
method developed by a Committee 
appointed by the National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics- This 
Committee is composed of members 
from the National Advisory Commit- 
tee for Aeronautics, the Army Air tors. 

Corps, the Navy Bureau of Aero- Very seldom is an aircraft accident 

nautics, and the Aeronautics Branch | attributable to a single cause only. For 

of the Department of Commerce. I instance, the accident report indicates 

A standard method of analysis was I that a pilot, when coming into land 

created whereby a uniform analysis of ' ' ^ , and at an altitude of 200 ft. suddenly 

accidents could be made in order to discovers that he has allowed the en- 

arrive at comparative figures. This -X, gine to become inoperative by failing 

system has now been in effect for over -k -L, to occasionally clear it when coming 

a year and a half, and in recent com- ' [ down from several thousand feet. A 

parisons with the Army and Navy ac- goodemergency field is within easy glid- 

cidents, has proven itself extremely ^ ing distance, but the pilot uses bad judg- 

successful, and a medium for the in- ment and attempts to stretch his glide 

teliigent study of accidents and their into the regular landing field. A stall 

prevention. another airplane accident 

Needless to say, this Department is has occurred. The question is whether 

vitally interested in all accidents, for the major cause of the accident was 

it has been found possible through engine failure, carelessness or negli- 

a detailed study of their causes to I^B gence, poor technique in not keeping 

prevent possible recurrence, either by the engine clear, or poor judgnient in 

amending the present Regulations in r^ard to the neces- not landing in the emergency field. The accident is then 
sary qualifications for pilot's license or requiring lietter distributed according to the percentage of causation 
flying characteristics in certain airplanes. factors, as shown in the accompanying Table of Aircraft 

When a serious accident has occurred, the nearest .Accidents in Civil .Aviation, 
inspector proceeds at once to the scene in order to collect. It can readily be seen that with this definite means of 
all the information he can in connection with the crash, determining why accidents are happening it is possible to 
including whenever possible the statements of any wit- point the way toward preventing their recurrence. At the 
nesses. The report includes. iKsides pertinent infornia- present time, current figures are kept of the number of 
tion regarding the pilot and plane, .1 confidential various makes of planes in operation- This is compared 
reconstruction of the events leading up to the accident with the number of accidents that have occurred to this 
as far as possible, based upon the information obtain- make pl.ane, together with the nature of the crash. The 
able. This report, after completion, is ready for sub- result is obvious, taking into consideration the type of 
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flying in which the plane is engaged- Whenever the 
percentage of accidents become too high, the Department 
goes directly to the particular manufacturer concerned 
and then does all in its power to assist him in eliminating 
the defect. 

Another record is kept of the number of accidents in 
which the pilot is involved. Whenever the same pilot is 
seen to be having a number of accidents which are at- 
tributable to pilot’s error, a letter of reprimand is sent 
the pilot, a new flight test ordered, or in a flagrant case 
of incompetency the pilot's license suspended, or revoked. 

As an example of an accident involving pilot’s errors, 
we cite a t)q)ica! case. John Doe, private pilot, 12 hr. 
solo, is flying in his airplane at 2,000 ft. altitude, between 
New York and Boston, when he approaches a heavy 
bank of fog. The weather is clear ^hind with many 
available landing fields, but he proceeds in the face of 
these bad conditions. His plane is not equipped with the 
proper instalments for blind flying nor has he had any 
experience in this kind of flying. Regardless of his lack 
of training and insufficient equipment, he proceeds into 
the fog; after a few minutes he becomes lost, more and 
more confused, and finally loses control of the plane, 
spinning into the ground- Obviously, this accident can- 
not be attributed to weather for the cloud bank could 


easily have been foreseen and avoided. The corred 
distribution is a combination of poor judgment and 
technique, that in all probability was directly due to 
inferior school training. 

A large number of crashes indicating lack of proper 
training reflected back on the pilot’s original training, 
and as expected, student instruction was shown to be 
inadequate and the greatest contributing group as to 
kind of flying engaged in. As a result, the conclusions 
and recommendations of the Accident Board were that 
the standards of flying schools must be raised. This 
su^estion was followed and taken care of by an amend- 
ment to the Air Commerce Act of 1926, which made it 
mandatory for the Department of Commerce to examine 
and rate flying schools upon their request. At present, 
there are over 35 rated schools and the raised standard 
of the pilot’s primary training is already commencing to 
he reflected in the lower percentage of accidents attrib- 
utable to inferior instniction. 

Another John Doe with several hundred hours comes 
to the attention of the Accident Board on account of 
spinning in, as a result of a nose high turn with in- 
sufficient flying speed. It is found that this is not his 
first accident and it is discovered that his record dis- 
closes several previous accidents attributable to poor 


The method of procedure followed by the 
Department of Commerce in the matter 
of aircraft accidents is something which 
has aroused considerable discussion in 
aeronautical and layman circles alike. 
'F/n this article Mr. Edgar relates in 


detail of the work of the Accident Board 
in analyzing the causes of aircraft acci- 
dents, not with the idea of affixing blame 
or liability on any particular individual 
but with the idea of preventing possible 
Dcfurrencej of a like nature in the future. 
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technique. A search is made in the Medical Section rec- 
ords to determine, if possible, whether or not the pilot 
has any physiolc^ical or psychological disqualifications 
that might have played a prominent part in the crash. If 
there is any question, a new medical examination is 
ordered, with a new flight test, or suspension of license. 

The terms and their definitions for the purpose of 
aircraft accident analysis are as follows; 

1. Personnel . — This includes all accidents which can 
be traced to persons accessory to the operation of the 
aircraft, either on the ground or in the air. This does 
not include accidents due to errors or omissions of per- 
sonnel charged with the design, manufacture, mainte- 
nance, or inspection of aircraft. 

1. Errors of Pilots. — This includes all accidents, the 
responsibility for which rests upon the pilot. The pilot 
is the actual manipulator of the controls or the individual 
responsible for their correct manipulation. 

(a) Error of Judgment. — This includes all accidents 
resulting from a decision made by the pilot which was 
not the best possible under existing circumstances. 

(b) Poor Technique. — This includes all accidents 
resulting from lack of skill, dexterity, or coordination of 
the senses in handling aircraft controls, whether traceable 
to inherent inability to attain such or to infrequent 
flying, lack of experience in flying, lack of experience in 
flying under particular conditions, or in the particular 
type of aircraft, fjudgment involves mental activity 
only for the purpose of arriving at decisions as to the 
ends to be attained and the general course to be followed. 
Technique is the physical expression of the mental de- 
cisions which have been made.) 

(c) Disobedience of Orders. — This includes all acci- 
dents resulting from the violation or disobedience of 
local or general orders or regulations or provisions of 
law governing the operation of aircraft, such as low 
acrobatics, acrobatics in aircraft not to be used for 
such purposes, or any other type or manner of operation 
specifically forbidden by orders or regulations issued by 
competent authorities. 

(d) Carelessness or Negligence. — This includes all 
accidents resulting from the absence of care on the part 
of the pilot according to circumstances or the failure to 
use that degree of care which the circumstances justly 
demand, either on the ground or in the air, such as care- 
less manipulation of the controls of an aircraft, failure 
to ascertain the amount of gasoline on board before 
taking off, failure to ascertain the conditions of the 
instruments, etc, 

(e) Miscellaneous, — This includes all accidents re- 
sulting from errors of the pilot not accounted for above. 

2. Errors of Supervisory Personnel. — This includes 
all accidents the responsibility for which rests upon 
individuals other than the pilots who exercise control 
over the operation of the aircraft, such as nav- 
igators, formation section leaders, ground-operations 
officers, etc. 

3. Errors of Other Personnel, — This includes all 
accidents the responsibility for which rests upon other 
personnel directly concerned with the operation of the 
aircraft, such as members of the flight and ground crews 
of the aircraft, aerographers, etc. It does not include 
accidents due to errors or omissions of personnel 
chaigfed with the maintenance or inspection of aircraft. 

II. Material . — This includes all accidents resulting 
from failures of the airplane, power plant, accessories, 
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and launching and arresting devices, whether traceable 
to materials, faulty design, maintenance, or inspection. 

1. Power-Plant Failure. — This includes all accidents 
resulting from failure or maHunctionir^ of the pro- 
pelling system and all auxiliaries essential to its proper 
functioning, exclusive of instruments. 

(a) Fuel system, (fa) Cooling system, (c) Ignition 
system, (d) Lubrication system, (e) Engine structure, 

(f) Propeller and propeller accessories, (g) Engine 
control system (Throttle rod, etc.), (h) Miscellaneous, 

(i) Undetermined. 

2. Structural Failure. — This includes all accidents re- 
sulting from failures of the airplane exclusive of the 
propelling system and instruments, (a) Flight control 
system, (b) Movable surfaces, (c) Stabilizing surfaces, 
(d) Wings, struts, and bracing, (e) Landing gear (This 
includes all accidents resulting from failure of the land- 
ing-gear struts and shock-absorbing gear, but does not 
include accidents resulting from failure of the wheels 
or floats attached thereto), (f) Wheels, tires, and 
brakes, (g) Seaplane float or boat, (h) Fuselage, engine 
mount, and fittings, (i) Tail skid or wheel assembly, 

(j) .-Vrresting appliances on aircraft, (k) Miscellaneous, 
(1) Undetermined. 

3- Handling Qualities, — This includes all accidents 
resulting from those peailiar characteristics of certain 
types of aircraft affecting their controllability while on 
the ground or in the air, such as marked tendency to 
ground loop, inability to recover from a spin, etc. 

4. Instruments. — This includes all accidents resulting 
from failures of instruments which were essential to 
operation under the conditions of the flight. 

5. Launching Devices. — This includes all accidents 
resulting from failure or malfunctioning of catapults. 

6. Arresting Devices. — This includes all accidents 
resulting from failure or malfunctioning of arresting 
gear not a part of the aircraft. 

III. Misceltaneovs. — This includes all accidents not 
accounted for above. 

1. Weather. — This includes all accidents resulting 
from conditions of the weather which could not reason- 
ably have been foreseen and avoided. (Mention may 
he made on the chart of contributing weather causes, as 
fog, gale, ice, hail, snow, rain, lightning, etc.) 

2. Darkness. — This includes all accidents resulting 
from conditions due to nightfall which could not reason- 
ably have been foreseen and avoided. 

3. Airport or Terrain. — This includes all accidents 
resulting from airports or landing conditions of places 
which could not reasonably have been detect^ or 
avoided. (Forced landings should be charged to power 
plant, etc., unless report shows that a piloting error 
existed, in which case the crash would be analyzed ac- 
cordingly.) 

4. Other. — This includes all accidents resulting from 
causes not otherwise accounted for above. 

IV. Utdetenmned and doubtful. 

It is emphasized that the only interest of the Accident 
Board in collecting and analyzing the causes of aircraft 
accidents is to render assistance in preventing possible 
future recurrences, and eliminating those causes, and is 
not for the purpose of affixing blame or liability on any 
particular individual. As a result, information in con- 
nection with any specific accident is not made public, 
and is available in statistical form only. 
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THE All-JVing Type 



AIRPLANE 


A Description of the New 
Northrop Flying Wing'^ 


By John K. Northrop 

y'ice-Prcsiileul and Chief Euginecr, 


I T HAS BEEN apparent for several years to the 
designer of aircraft that some radical changes in 
general arrangement will be necessary if any large in- 
crease in the overall efficiency of the average airplane is 
to be accomplished. 

A steady program of development and refinement has 
been under way for the past twenty years ; until we have 
at present a number of carefully designed and compara- 
tively efficient planes embodying streamline fuselages, 
carefully cowled engines, and “clean” landing gears ; 
with superfluous struts, wires and fittings suppressed to 
an absolute minimum. It seems quite apparent that our 
best designs are close to the limit of practical efficiency; 
yet we find that their maximum over-all L/D ratio is only 
about 10, whereas the L/D ratio of the active supporting 
surfaces of an airplane is normally double this amount. 

An analysis of the items adding to parasite drag in 
the normal design shows tiiat landing gear, power plant, 
fuselage, interference and bracing, and control surfaces 
are the major contributor.s to parasite power loss; the 
item of control surfaces being by far the smailest. Indi- 
vidual examination of the various units sliow tliat nearly 
all possible improvement lias been made in existing 
designs. 

Landing gear retraction offers one of tlie largest theo- 
retically possible gains, but a tremendous amount of 
thought las been given to tlie problem and it still remains 
essentially unsolved. The low wing monoplane offers 
the best, and almost the only possible conventional ar- 
rangement in wliich a retractable landing gear can be 


employed, but at best the design of such a gear is exceed- 
ingly difficult due to tiic high loads involved and limited 
space available for tlic required mechanism. 

Power plant drag is a problem that cannot be solved 
with a conventional arrangement unless the engine is 
completely housed, liquid cooled, and smootli skin wing 
radiators are used to dissipate the lieat. Such installa- 
tions liave proven satisfactory for racing jiianes, but are 
far from practical ior commercial or military pur(Kises 
at the present time. 

The resistance of the fuselage, except in a few rare 
instances, remains a deal loss, with no possibility of 
reduction except through careful fairing and streamlin- 
ing; and often, tiue to aerodynamic necessity, the size 
of the fuselage is much less than would be desired from 

Wing surface bracing and interference between the 
various parts of the airplane comprise one of the largest 
contributors to parasite drag and tlie one most difficult to 
determine. Even in tlie cleanest full cantilever mono- 
planes. there still remains a large increase in drag due to 
interference between fuselage, wings, cliassis and tail 
surfaces. 

And finally, in the control surfaces themselves, we 
often find it impossible to use even a fairly good aero- 
dynamic form, or to place the surfaces wliere they are 
not subject to considerable turbulence and interference 
from fuselage, wings and power plant. 

T he fobecoixc considerations and others of similar 
nature lead W. K. Jay and the author to the develop- 
ment of an experimental “Flying Wing" type airplane 
which lias been built and tested during tlie past year and 
a lialf, and gives promise, with certain modifications, of 
solving many of the problems tliat confront the designer 
who seeks a large increase in aerodynamic efficiency. 
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The “Flying Wing" in various forms has been a well 
recognized dream of designers since men began to fly, but 
it has always been pictured in prohibitively costly and 
mammoth sizes. However, certain comparatively recent 
developments have made many of its advantages imme- 
diately applicable to planes of moderate size. Wing sec- 
tions with maximum ordinates of more than 25 per cent 
have shown excellent aerodynamic characteristics, and 
plan form tapers with a roirt to tip ratio of more than 
5 to 1 have qualities equal to or better than a rectangular 
airfoil. The combination of thick sections and large 
taper at once makes possible a wing structure with cen- 
tral portions of sucli size as to become economically 
practical for the purpose of housing power plant, per- 
sonnel and cargo. The structural advantages of such a 
design are tremendous, and the general arrangement pro- 
vides ani|)le space for the retraction of landing gear 
which, while somewhat unconventional, has proven en- 
tirely satisfactory during actual flight tests. 

T iik first plane of this type, recently successfully 
flight tested, was built primarily as a flying laboratory 
to test out the various innovations of structure and ar- 
rangement of component parts. For this reason the plane 
was designed as small as practicable, while stilt providing 
ample room for a pilot and one passenger. No attem]>t to 
place this particular model in production will be made, the 
advantages of this type of craft becoming very marked as 
it is applied to somewhat larger sizes. The original plane 
is all-metal and em))loys a newly developed tyjie of struc- 
ture in wliicb the same smooth duralumin or aiclad sheets, 
properly reinforced, provide Ixith covering and most of 
the structural strength of wings and tail surfaces. This 
structure is being employed in the design of a new trans- 
port monoplane of conventional aerodynamic form which 
will shortly be placed on the market by the Northrop 
Aircraft Corp. 

The all-wing plane which has been flight tested, is a 
thick wing monoplane of high ta|x:r ratio, the taper being 
entirely on the leading edge, in order to balance the plane 
with engine and pilot in the wing, which results in a 
marked degree of sweepback. Tlie wing has a span of 
but 30 ft., and tapers from a section of normal thickness 
and approximately 45 in. chord at the lip, to a chord of 
100 in. at the center and a wing section witli a thickne.ss 
more than one-third of tlte chord. As may be seen from 
the photographs the taper is gradual from the tips to a 
point about ^ of tlie distance from tip to center and then 
increases rapidly to the thick centra! portion. The wings 
are so mounted with relation to the thickened center sec- 
tion as to give the effect of a center wing monoplane. 
The inverted air cooled engine is carried almost entirely 


within the wing, a small housing projecting a short dis- 
tance in front of the leading edge, and all flight tests so 
far conducted have been with pusher propeller arrange- 
ment. although later tests are to be conducted with the 
tractor set-up- Two cockpits arc provided in the wing, 
one each side of the power plant and all control surfaces 
are operated by horn and cable hook-ups, with dual 
Deperdussin controls, one in each cockpit- The propeller 
shaft, approximately seven feet long, extends between 
the two cockpits to the propeller, whicli is mounted 6 in. 
in rear of and considerably above the trailing edge of the 
wing- Tail surfaces are carried on two cantilever out- 
rigger booms, oval in section, which extend in rear of 
and considerably above tlie main wing, thus providing 
for ground clearance of the tail group, and also placing 
the tail control surfaces up above the wing wash and most 
of the propeller blast. The propeller turns between the 
two outrigger booms. 

The tail surfaces consist of a rectangular stabilizer 
and elevator combination of unusually Iiigh aspect ratio, 
which terminates at each end in an elliptical vertical 
surface consisting of fin and rudder. The control sur- 
faces thus form a complete structural unit supported at 
each end by the booms from the wing. Elevator adjust- 
ment is accomplished by rotating the entire unit in its 
boom mountings. These outriggers taper in section and 
thickness and are heavily reinforced at the point of their 
attachment to the wing- They are designed to carry air 
loads only and can therefore be made considerably smaller 
and lighter than though their function included carrying 
cunve;Uiunal tail skid loads. No external bracing is used 
in their support, and no vibration of the tail surfaces, due 
lo their comparative flexibility, has been experienced. 

The landing gear consists, essentially, of three wheels 
carrying approximately equal loads, and grouped be- 
neath tlie center section of the wing. The two forward 
wheels liave the unusually wide tread, for such a small 
))laiie. of 9 ft., and arc placed considerably farther for- 
ward, about 12 in., than is possible in a conventional 
design. Tlie third wheel is located on the center line and 
just forward of the trailing edge and is pivoted for easy 
ground handling. They are all located close to thick 
portions of the wing structure where there is ample room 
for retraction. The experimental retractable gear proved 
satisfactory in actual flight tests, but for the purpose of 
carrying on extended tests of performance and maneu- 
verability a conventionally pennaneiU mounting has been 
temporarily given to the three wheels. 

Flight tests have now been conducted over a period 
of months and during many hours in the air the plane 
lias shown remarkable maneuverability and performance, 
and although beset with most of the troubles common to 
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new types, the plane as de- 
signed has proveti eminently 
satisfactory. All test flights 
have been made by Edward 
A. Bellande, veteran western 
test pilot and superintendent 
of the western division of 
T.A.T.-Maddux Air f.ines. 


T he experimental plane 
was arranged for flight 



te.sts as a pusher and tractor 
in order to determine the 
most satisfactory and efficient 
location of the propeller. In 

the pusher arrangement a Mark III Cirrus engine, spe- 
cially inverted by Menasco Motors, Inc., of Los Angeles, 
drives the propeller through a tubular steel drive sliaft. 
The rear end of the shaft runs in a large ball bearing 
which is housed in a fin-like structure over the trailing 
edge of the wing. The front end of the shaft is carried 
directly in a flexible coupling on a light flywheel mounted 
on the engine crank-shaft. The entire drive shaft mech- 



anism weighs apiiroximately 35 lb. aii<! has proved to 
be free from vibration or torque whip, as now installed. 
In the tractor tests a Mcnasco .\-4 four-in-line inverted 
engine will drive the tractor propeller directly. In either 
case cooling is provitled hy air passing through a large 
tunnel extendir^ entirely through the wing from the 
front opening in the engine cowling to an opening just 
ahead of the trailing edge on the lower side of the wing. 
Flight tests have proved this cooling arrangement entirely 
satisfactory and a material reduction in drag has been 
effected by enclosing the engine. 

Considering the chassis and tail surface arrangement 
of the present experimental plane we find them to have 
many advantages. The tail support structure is much 
lighter than an equivalent fuselage. The outrigger size 
is so small, and the angle nf intersection between wing 
and outriggers such that there is little possibility of 
appreciable interference between the two. The use of 


two or more supports makes possible a very efficient 
horizontal surface of high aspect ratio and no end loss, 
and its location to the rear and above the wing removes 
it from most turbulence due to wing dr power plant, so 
that it has been found possible to use 30 per cent less 
surface on the horizontal stabilizer and elevator without 
loss of adequate control. Therefore, the drag of the 
control surfaces and their support is much less than in 
conventional designs. 

The arrangement of the landing gear concentrates the 
landing loads in a deep structure where they can easily 
be provided for; possibility of nose over is practically 
eliminated, and complete retraction of the whole chassis, 
including tail wheel, is a comparatively simple matter. 
With an eye to the future possibilities of the design, 
it may be well at this point to compare the queer looking 
airplane with the best of conventional designs and to see 
how the items which contribute to drag have been af- 
fected. The drag caused by the chassis has been entirely 
and comparatively easily eliminated. The power-plant 
drag is not changed appreciably if we employ radial air 
cooled engines : but in-line air cooled engines may be com- 
pletely housed within the wing and cooled, as in the 
present motiel, with considerable saving. In case liquid 
cooled engines are used, they may he completely housed 
and readily accessible in flight. The type of wing struc- 
ture Hse<l is easily made water tight, so that the cooling 
liquid may he cirailated within the wings hy means of 
a spray system with return drains to a sump from which 
the engine is .supplied. Such a system is not subject to 
the faults of tlie ordinary wing-type radiator as the 
liquid is . not nntler pressure and small leaks or even 
Iniilet holes would cause only a small loss of cooling 
liquid- If perfected, such a cooling system would com- 
pletely eliminate any drag chargeable to power plant 
cooling or placing, and would also do away with much 
nf the weight necessary in present types of liquid cooling 
radiators, 

I X THE “flying-wing” type llie fuselage is replaced by 
a thick wing section. It is structurally more compact 
and more efficient in weight-strength ratio than the 
fu-selage. It provides comparatively large cubic capacity, 
which can be increased within reason, with very little 
aerodynamic loss. While the profile drag of a thick 
.section is considerably greater than that of a normal 
airfoil its L/D characteristics are better than the over-all 
L/D of the best commercial plane. Only a small pro- 
portion of the total surface is abnormally thick — the re- 
mainder being unaffected. The net aerodynamic gain is 
therefore large. Because of the smooth and uninter- 
rupted taper between center and tip, the loss due to the 
thick section is even less than would be expected. Much 


648 


AVIATION 
March 29. 1930 


of the efficiency of this design seems to be due to the 
fact that there is no break in the airflow across the center 
section of the wing, thus rendering the sharp taper more 
effective than if the center section were disturbed by a 
fuselage. Another factor of great importance is that 
the sharp taper and thickened center section brings most 
of the supporting surface, and consequently most of the 
air load, toward the central portion of the wing system 
where the structure is best arranged to carry this load, 
and that a relatively small portion of the total wing load 
is carried out toward the wing tips where the simple 
law of leverage renders it so difficult to care for high 
loadings. 

The item of bracing and interference between wing, 
fuselage, and brace struts is contpletely removed, the 
heavily tapered wings being in the best possible form for 
an efficient full cantilever structure, and requiring no 
e-xternal bracing. There can be no landing gear-fuseiage, 
or wiiig-fuselage interference. Only a small amount of 
drag results from the outrigger-wing intersection ; and 
the 90 deg. intersection between the horizontal and ver- 
tical tail surfaces is the only point in the whole machine 
justifying fillets or fairings of any kind. The final item 
of parasite drag, that due to control surfaces, which, even 
in our conventional designs i.s the smallest of all, may be 
still ftirther reduced through the use of smaller and more 
efficient surfaces, made possible by the better placing of 
surfaces and the smoother air flow over the entire ma- 
chine. and the elimination of fuselage-tail and all brace 
structure interference. 

A BRIEF IDEA of what future designs may be developed 
upon the basis of work already done is given here 
more as a mark for us to "shoot at’’ than as a prophecy. 
It is probable that large single engined mail ami express 
planes will follow the present design quite closely, with a 
central engine compartment, and sjMce for cargo and iier- 
sonnel on either side. In the light of tests already 
completed it is to be anticipated that such a design, with 
conventional wing and power loadings, may have a top 
speed well in excess of 200 in.p.h. 

In the larger multi-engine transport class, the deepest 
part of the wing fonns a very commodious cabin and the 
power plants, two or four in number, can be housed in 
readily accessible engine rooms on either side of the 
cabin. Such a design should have a cruising speed of 
more than ISO m.p.li. A machine of this type would 
provide excellent passenger vision forward, in addition 
to reasonable downward and sideward vision through 
windows in the lower portion of the bulge where the 
thickened center section tapers up to the wing, A small 
streamline compartment over the leading edge gives the 
pilot the best iwssible vision forward and downward, as 
well as full all-around vision upward and to the rear. 
Very excellent passenger protection can be provided 
structurally, and an unusual freedom of pa-ssenger move- 
ment would be provided and encouraged in the room 
sha[)cd cabin, since planes of such design would carry 
their pay load so near to the c.g. that any |iossible varia- 
tions in loading would scarcely affect the aerodynamic 
balance of the plane. 

The placing of fuel tanks in the wings, outboard of 
the engine compartments, and separated from them by 
double fireproof walls, would greatly reduce the fire haz- 
ard, or the chance of crashed tanks throwing gasoline on 
the engines. 

Several interesting developments will no doubt attend 
the use of such flying wing designs. With parasite drag 


suppressed to a minimum, variable lift or variable area 
devices become much more effective and important than 
at present. Planes having such a large speed range 
would be greatly benefited by a variable pitch propeller, 
or possibly some form of transmission and gearing. And 
lastly, but by no means least, it would be almost essential 
to incorporate some form of “spoiler’’ so that the high 
efficiency so laboriously created could be "spoiled" in 
order that our ideal plane could reduce its normally ex- 
cellent gliding range, and land at the average airport. 
Certainly the speed range and general performance which 
is possible to the flying wing or “all-wing” type airplane 
is most optimistic, and we hope that the experimental 
craft which we have developed has brought these possi- 
bilities close to realization for commercial use. 

T he original “all-wing" plane shown in the accom- 
panying photos was designed by W, K. Jay and the 
author during the latter part of 1928. Its early devel- 
opment and tests were carried on by the Avion Cor- 
poration, financed by George Hearst, San Francisco 
newspaper publisher; and Ada Wilbur, of Los Angeles. 

In the fall of 1929 W. E, Boeing became interested in 
the development and arranged to take over the Avion 
Corporation as the nucleus of the present Northrop Air- 
craft Corporation, a division of the United Aircraft 
and Transport Corporation. An experimental factory 
and laboratory was at once erected on the United Air- 
port, Burbank, and this is to be shortly enlarged to pro- 
vide for the quantity production of all-metal aircraft of 
conventional type but employing the new fiat plate struc- 
ture which has been developed and which will be 
described in detail following the announcement of the 
first commercial plane. 

A large amount of experimental work remains to be 
accomplished before the flying wing design can be con- 
sidered commercially applicable; and it is planned by 
the heads of the United group that this work shall be 
carried on in a thorough and conservative manner before 
any planes of this type are put into production. 

All test flights so far conducted have been made in 
secret from the Muroc Dry Lake bed on the Mojave 
desert, or more recently from the United Airport, but no 
public showing of the plane itself has yet been permitted 
and because of the many phases of flight performance 
being investigated it is not yet possible to announce com- 
plete flight data. However, the plane has proved to have 
normal flight characteristics in every respect and general 
performance has been more than satisfactory. A top 
speed of approximately 25 per cent better than any other 
design of like power and capacity has definitely been 
determined. A full determination of all flight data will 
be made by a long series of tests with various engine 
and propeller arrangements prior to actual design of a 
commercial model. 

Some of the specifications of the experimental plane 
are as follows: 

Span . . 30 ft. 6 in. 

Length 20 ft. 

Height overall 5 ft. 

Wing area 184 sq.ft. 

Maximum wing thickness 34 in. 

Aspect ratio 5.1 — I 

Landing gear tread 9 ft. 

Gross weight : 1,6001b. 

Wing loading (lb. per sq.ft.) 8.7 

Power loading (lb. per hp.) 17.8 


AVIATION 
March 29. 1930 


C49 


GENERAL NEWS 


HBaezBi F. Powell, News Edilo. 


HIGH POINTS 
in the /y 

NEWS 


► Buffalo. That city's second annual 
aviation show opens with 30 planes on 
hand including a Ford S-Al' seaplane. 
Event sponsored by Aero Oub of Buf- 
falo and managed by Bytam Waterman. 

► Cincinnali. Exposition which opened 
here March 26 in the Music Hall dis- 
plays exhibits worth approximately half 
a million. Technical meetings to take 

► And Detroit. World’s largest hangar 
here prepared to house showings of 
some two hundred and fifty exhibitors 
when All-American exposition starts 
April 5. 

► "Based on theory, not fact." So says 
Michigan Aircrafters Association as it 
drafts resolution calling for the abolish- 


Inslnict Glider Student by Radio Sll04V 

iSSrS.™ Opens at Buffalo 

conducted here with apparatus for in- 
structing a glider pilot student in the ForJ Seaplane Features 

‘I Thin, Ai.pl,,., 

Student received the instructions through BUFFALO (n. y.) — T he setting of the 
headphone- ■' - — . . . 


itrung along the wing of the glider. 


itage for Buffalo’s 

is completed Saturday, 
m nearly thirty different 


March 22, » 


the noor oi me Dig municipal hall, the 
Broadway Auditorium, and Mayor 
Cliarles E. Roesch threrv a switch which 
turned powerful searchlight beams on 
the numerous products assembled for 


t of Mid 




► Curtiss m Chile. Branch factory is 
to be established by the Curtiss-Wright 
Corp. near Santiago, Chile. Factory 
will have a capacity of SO planes per 
year when completed. 

► Ancnt gliders. Colonel Young will 
soon call a meeting of Aero Branch ' 
supervising and engineering inspectors 
to discuss and study gliders. 

► Earnings. U. A. & T. netted $5.42 
per share in 1929, while Wright Aero- 
nautical Corp. reports $1.S0 per share 
for that period. 

► Zimmeriy reached 24J324 ft. N.A.A. 
findings reveal this as otfidal mark for 
Barney Zimmeriy in his altitude flight 
in a Lambert-powered B.arling NB-3, at 
St. Louis. 


Wright Company Net 
$1.50 Per Share io ’29 

PATERSON (K.J.)— After depreda- 
tion, taxes, and other charges, Wright 
Aeronautical Corp. announces a net of 
$900,837 for the year ended Dec. 31. , minute entries of one of the 
1929, which is equal to $1.50 per share *>pe Ford seaplanes, of several 

on 599,857 no-par shares of stock. In ghaers and of a tmy home-made craft 
1928, the net toUl was $2,433,771, or Powered with a motorcycle engine 

equivalent to $8.11 per share on 300,000 'OC“ssed renewed attention on the 

shares then outstanding. Buffalo exhibit. 

Figures for 1929 and 1928 are given ^he towing of the huge dub type 
below; Fora plane through the narrow streets 

19M that lead from the civic airport, was in 

10,264,312 6,4«,I08 Traffic was tied up for nearly an hour 

*^’56M30 Statement that aviation is becoming a 
Tottlindeme S9M0S2 42,743838 veteran industry was belied by lined 

97|i95 Ji2|o67 sidewalks and staring crowds much in 

Neiptofii 4900 037 ~2 fashion of the old time circus wel- 

Dividiiod.. . ! ! ! L ! ! ! L ' ! i,049|}27 'sso'.oss comers. The big Ford seaplane is 

D,6»ii 1140,690 'Ii.oofios placed in the hub of the air show with 

p»ndL6iirpiin 3.175,167 4,799,757 center position. The dub plane is the 

regular S-AT Ford especially equipped 
for the owner who wishes to entertain 
his guests in the air. When tliis type of 
plane was first exhibited it was mounted 
on wheels. The Buffalo entry, however, 
has pontoons and is the initial Ford 
to be thus equipped. It features a cabin 
ce for eight persons with a berth, lounge 
chairs, davenport, kitchenette, writing 
desk, loud speaker, and other con- 
™ veniences for the gue.sis. 


For 1928, the company reported 
total surplus of $4,823,136, compa 
an eam^ surplus of $3,175,167, 
Dec. 31, 1929, 


WiUiame Enters 'Thompson 

CLEVELAND (oHiol— It i 
nounced that the first entry to b 
Thompson Trophy Speed 


► Loss tfSdJfl. So reports TA.T.- 
Maddux Air Lines in its first annual 
statement. T. A. T. accounted for 
$746,519; Maddux, $240,072. 

► Sfrinklers. Tests of various types ot 
sprinkler systems for hangars will be 
ccnducted by Bureau of Standards. 
April 22-30. 

► Caieiiim chloride corrosive. Hence 
it should not be used for dust-laying 
purposes on airports, announces Colonel 
Young, Eats metal on planes. 

► Six and four. Starting April 1, 
Eastern Air Transport will operate six 
mail planes daily between New York 
and Washington, and four between New 
York and Atlanta. 


(deti 

Aviation for March 8, page 4%) ci 
from Lieut. Alford J. Williams, who 
cently tendered his resignation to 
Navy. Lieutenant Williams has not 
' ' ' ' ' machine he will fly in 


infers that 


e favor; 


mercial type. 

Services Warners and Kinners 
ST. LOUIS (mo.)- 


thc St. Louis 

Uni\-ersal Flying School is an author- 
izetl service and repair shop for Kinner 
and Warner-Scarab engines. Special 
machinery for overhauling the engines muu, vumiug 
been supplied by the manufacturers, show. Tuesday. 


In 1 


with this 


Other planes, brightly painted, richly 
nickeled, and carefully swathed, formed 
an early parade to the big Auditorium 
Saturday morning and whetted public 
interest in the exhibition resulting in 
an enthusiastic and goodly crowd at the 
grand opening Saturday evening, Sun- 
day tlie show was turned over to the 
sponsorship of the American Legion 
and repetitions of the speech of welcome 
delivered by Mayor Roesch at the light- 
ing ceremony were eclioed. 

5fonday, Charles S. "Casey" Jones, 
pre.sident of Curtiss Flying Service was 
to be honor guest of the Buffalo ex- 
hibit, coming in person to view the 
Q. Williams will 


IS offering a 


engine 


it the si 
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Detroit Air Show 
Opens Next Week 

I'eiv Meetings Planned; 
Exposition to Be Stressed 
DETROIT (MiCH-)— With late re- 
turns indicating' an exhibitors’ total in 
the iieigliborhc^ of 250 firms and with 
planes numbering between four and five 
score, preparations arc nearl} complete 
for the 'Third Annual All-American 
Aircraft Show, scheduled at the newly- 
finished world’s largest hangar at the 
City Airport, April S-12. 

It appears that practically all of tlie 
205,000 sq. ft. offerefl by the million dol- 
lar structure will he utilized in the dis- 
play. Especially attractive is the fact 
tliat the exliibit will be under one roof 
and on one fioor, and furthermore tliat 
it lies on the airport itself, allowing 
field demonstrations at will. No plane 
dis-assembling whatsoever is necessary: 
for the craft need only be landed and 
rolled into the building, even tlic largest 
plane of all, the new Fokker F-32. 

Formal opening of tlie show is sched- 
uled at 3 p.m., Saturday, April 5. Each 
day, as has been the custom, has been 
given a special designation: Saturday, 
Dedication Day: Sunday, F'amous 

Pilots’ Day; Monday, Ladies’ Day, 
Tuesday, International Day; Wednes- 
day, Engineers' and Gliders' Day: 
Thursday, Diplomats' Day; Friday. 
Governor’s Day; and Saturday, Family 
Day. Special bus service to the airport 
and show will be offered with 20 min. 
running time. 

The Detroit event will be more free 
from meetings than have other shows. 
S.A.E. conferences will be under way 
at the fiooh-Cadillac Hotel on Wednes- 
day, Tliursday, and Friday; the 
Women’s N.A.A. group will hold a 
gathering: and there will be two meet- 
ings of factory purchasing agents. But 
tliat will be all, and hence more time 
will be available for contact and sales 
work at the show itself. 

The Detroit show is sponsored, as in 
the past, by the Aircraft Bureau of the 
Detroit Board of Commerce, with Ray 
Cooper as manager. The Executive 
Committee consists of Edward S, Evans, 
Qiairman; William B. Mayo, Frank W. 
Blair, and William E. Metzger, vice 
chairmen; and Harvey J. Campbell, 


Stinson Orders 300 H-S Props 
PITTSBURGH (pa.)— An order for 
300 steel propellers has been received by 
the Hamilton Standard Propeller Corp. 
from the Stinson Aircraft Corp. De- 
livery will .start shortly. 


Fairchild Orders 100 Kinners 
FARMINGDALE (l. i„ n. y.)— F air- 
child Airplane Mfg. Corp. has con- 
tracted with the Kinner Aeroplane & 
itolor Corp, for 100 of the K-5's, to be 
used in the Fairchild KR-2I planes. 


Allied Motors Net Was 3211,600 
CHICAGO (ii-L.) — After all charges, 
the net consolidated profit of Allied 
Motor Industries, Inc., for the year 
ended Dec. 31, 1929, totalled $211,600. 
equivalent to $0.47 per share on 238,509 
shares of no-par common stock. Fig- 
ures in 1928 were $340,317, or $1,33 
per sliare on 180,900 shares of common 
stock then outstanding. Companies com- 
posing Allied Motor Industries include 
Great Lakes Aircraft Corp. and Amer- 
ican Cirrus Engines, Inc. 


Aircraft Show Opens 
At Buffalo, N. Y. 

fCenctiuted /)*oni Pago 649J 

will subsequently be seen in flights at 
the Buffalo Airport. Thursday will be 
Eddie Stinson day, with that pilot ap- 
pearing in person. Friday will be 
All-Buffalo day and Saturday Clarence 
E. Qiambcrlin will wind up the week’s 
festivities. 

The complete list of planes to be seen 
in the show is as follows ; American 
Eagle biplane, monoplane and Trainer, 
manufactured by the American Eagle 
Aircraft Co„ ^nsas Oty; Bamberg 
Monoplane, manufactured bv H. A. 
Bamberg. Buffalo; Curtiss Falcon, 
Robin, and Hawk, manufactured by the 
Curtiss Aeroplane & Motor Co.; 
DeHavilland Moth exhibited by Curtiss- 
Wrighl Flying Service ; Eaglerock 


Secotid Gas Tax 
Suit Filed in Utah 
SALT LAKE CITY 
(uiAH)— The second suit to 
be filed within a few weeks by 
an air mail company to resist 
payment of the Utah gasoline 
lax was recently filed in the 
Third District Court in Salt 
Lake City by the Boeing Air 
Transport Co. Milton H. 
Welling, secretary of state, 
and A. £. Christensen, state 
treasurer, are named as de- 
fendants. 

An allegation to tlie effect 
tliat the gasoline is purchased 
in Oklahoma and used only in 
the conduct of interstate com- 
merce, mainly the carrying of 
mails between San Francisco 
and Qiicago. is set up in the 
complaint 

Recovery of $2,039 paid by 
the company between Oct. 2, 
1929, and Feb. 26, 1930, as 
gasoline tax is sought on the 
ground that the state has no 
right to tax interstate com- 
merce. The first suit of sim- 
ilar nature was filed by the 
National Parks Airways, 
Inc., and is still pending in 
the Third district court. 
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Bullet, Biplane, and Glider, exhibited 
by Becker Flying Service of Buffalo; 
Fleet, exhibit^ by the Fleet branch of 
Consolidated Aircraft; Ford Seaplane, 
exhibited by Ford Motor Co.; Franklin 
land plane manufactured by Franklin 
Aircraft Co.; Gee Bee, manufactured by 
Granville Brothers, of Springfield, 
Mass.; Aristocrat and G. A. C. Mail 
plane, shown by the new General Air- 
planes Co.; Great Lakes, Monocoupe, 
Stinson, Waco, and Ryan planes, shown 
by C. Dallas, Inc.; Mercurv, manu- 
factured by Mercury Aircraft Corp. of 
Hammondsport; Stearman, manufac- 
tured by Stearman Aircraft Corp. of 
Widiita; Taylor Chummy, manu- 
factured by Taylor Brothers of Brad- 
ford, Pa. ; Travel Air biplane and Travel 
Air monoplane, shown by Wright and 
Essenwein, Buffalo dealers; and Whit- 
telsey Avian, manufactured by the 
Whittelsey Mfg. Co., of Bridgeport, 

Byram Waterman is manager of 
Buffalo’s Aviation show and the Aero 
Club of Buffalo stands as sponsor. The 
price of admission is 50 cents for adults 
and 25 cents for youngsters. 



Report on Stinson Sales 

WAYNE (MICK.)— Sales of Stinson 
planes for the first two and a half 
months of 1930 showed an increase of 
616 per cent over the same period last 
year, announces William A. Mara, vice- 
president of the Stinson Aircraft Corp. 
The increase in plane production repre- 
sents a 540 per cent increase, while 
there has been a 46 per cent increase 
in the company's dealer organization 
since the first of the year. It is stated 
that Stinson unfilled orders now on hand 
total more than 75. 


TuUa Adopts Federal Rules 
TULSA (oKLA.) — Tulsa has adopted 
an ordinance licensing and regulating 
aircraft, airmen, airports, and landing 
fields. Department of Commerce regu- 
lations were addpted in full and plans 
are now being made for organization 
of aerial police and other factors neces- 
sary to insure the carrying out of the 
ret|uiremems. 
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Warner’s ’29 Profit 
Amounted to $6,214 Net 

DETROIT (MICH.)— According to the 
balance sheet of Dec. 31, 1929, Warner 
Aircraft Corp. showed current assets 
of $624,375 against current liabilities of 
$106,753, leaving a net working capital 
amounting to $517,622. During 1929, 
approximately 300 Scarab engines were 
sold compared with 85 in 1928. 

Business done last year in the sales 
of engines and parts, and service, totaled 
$637,841, which figure greatly exceeds 
the previous year’s amount of $188,308. 

Net profit from normal operations 
amounted to $6,214. Deducting extraor- 
dinary losses of $46,180 during the year, 
the 1929 net loss was $39,965. Under 
extraordinary losses are engines pro- 
duced which plane manufacturers failed 
to take delivery on even after cash de- 
posits, the figure of this item reaching 
$44,051- These inventoried power 
plants had to be disassembled so that 
certain later improvements made on the 
Scarab could be incorporated in them. 

Under current assets are listed inven- 
tories of raw materials, finished stock, 
and work in process, totaling $560,305, 

In his remarks to stockholders. Will- 
iam O. Warner had this to say: 

"The re.sulls for 1929 have been dis- 
appointing in that the predictions of 
supposedly well informed airplane manu- 
facturers were that 15,000 planes would 
he manufactured and sold during the 
year whereas approximately 5,000 were 
sold. This reflected very naturally in 
the activity of engine manufacturers, 
especially during the last half of the 
year, when deliveries on contracts call- 
ing for engines were suspended. 

“During the year the company pur- 
chased a 6-acre tract of land located on 
the Gram! Trunk railroad between the 
Seven ami Eight mile roads on floovcr 
Avenue, on which there has been erected 
a modern factory." 


Cuiiias Plans Garland Purchase 
TULSA (OKLA.) — Curtiss-Wright Fly- 
ing Service is to purchase the Garland 
aviation interests here, it has become 
known, and expects to establish state 
headquarters in Tuts.a, following acqui- 
sition of the properties. The transac- 
tion will involve approximately $500,- 
000 and will include the Garland 
Schools, which have Transport ratings: 
the Garland Airport on the Broken 
Arrow Road, 8 mi. from Tulsa, com- 
pletely equipped with a modern admin- 
istration building, hangars, student 
barracks, and a lighting system for 
night flying; and contracts which have 
been let for additional hangar and 
office space. 


Sell FirgI Ponlooned Ceagna 
WICHITA (KAN.) —The first Cessna 
monoplane to ho equipped with pontoons 
has been sold to the Hunter Brothers 
Valley Construction Co.. Memphis, 
Tenn., for use in government Mississippi 
River survey projects. 


Find Zimmcriy Reached 24,074 Ft. 
MOLINE (ill.)— Lambert Aircraft 
Corp. announces the findings of the 
N.A.A- show Barney Zimnierly, Mar- 
shall, Mo., reached a height of 24,074 ft, 
in the Lambert-powered Barling NB-3 
at St. Louis, during the International 
Aircraft Show. Thus, (as reported in 
Aviation, Feb. 22, page 393), Zim- 
mcriy established a new light plane 
altitude record, the former mark having 
been 22,250 ft., held by Paul Baumer, 
Germany, 


Air Intake Unit Offered 



D evelopment of a device known as 
the Top-Side Intake tor aircraft 
engines is announced by officials of the 
Aero Corporation of Calif. The unit, 
as shown above, consists of a special 
cast alumimiin intake elbow piece incor- 
porating carburetor choke valves. It 
was devised by Walter A. Hamilton, 
shop superintendent for the .Aero Cor- 
poration. 

Intake air is led to the carburetor by 
means of flexible metal tubing. This 
system is designed to draw in tlie air 
at a point where it is most free from 

Facilities for machining the special 
casting used is the Hamilton Top-Side 
[iifake haie been installed at the .Aero 
Corporation shops, and this instrument 
will be produced in sufficient quantities 
for supplying operators using Pratt & 
\\'bitncy engines, for which the device 
has been ilesigned. 


Roosevelt Vetoes Webb Bill 

ALBANY (-V.Y.) — Goicrtior Roosevelt 
has vetoed a bill introduced by Senator 
Webb whicli, in substance, stated that 
owners or lessees of airports and owners 
or operators of aircraft should not be 
held liable in case of injury to persons 
or property incurred on such airports or 
in .sucli planes, unless the injuries re- 
sulted from negligence of the owners. 
The governor claimed that "this bill 
takes away from the owner, proprietor, 
or lessee of an airport or landing field 
or aircraft, liability for negligence of 
their employees." 
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U. A. & T. ’29 Earnings 
Nelled S5.42 Per Share 

NEW YORK (N. y.)— A net income 
equal to $5.42 per share is reported for 
the year ending Dec, 31, 1929, by United 
Aircraft & Transport, through it’s presi- 
dent, Frederick B. Rentschler. After 
all charges, taxes, and preferred divi- 
dends, the company reported a net in- 
come of $8,304,781. 

These figures do not include the earn- 
ings to date of subsidiary companies 
acquired after Jan. 1, 1929, as it is 
United Aircraft & Transport's policy to 
capitalize all earnings of subsidiaries on 
the date of acquisition. 

At the end of last year, common stock 
outstanding amounted to 1,837,842 
sliarcs. Total cash and readily market- 
able securities were valued at $15,953,- 
319, while total assets represent $27,- 
450,233, showing a ratio of more than 
sixteen to one with total current liahili- 

•As of Dec. 31, 1929, unfilled orders 
of the equipment firms totaled $10,783,- 
782, while so far in 1930, an additional 
volume of business representing $5,482,- 
960 has been received. 

During 1929 fixed assets increased 
from $3,130,941 to $11,420,258. Entirely 
new and modern plants have been pro- 
vided for Pratt & Whitney, Vought, 
Sikorsky, Northrop, and Hamilton 
Standard Propeller (United subsidia- 
ries). Extensive additions were com- 
pleted for the Boeing Airplane Co, 

Operating revenues and sales in 1929 
totaled $31,423,617, compared with 
operating expenses of $2I.6M,364 and 
depreciation of $1,104,679, leaving op- 
erating income of $8,658,573. 


Total assets at the end of 1929 were 
$41,335,365, including cash of $6,014,- 
574, demand loan of $2,000,000, United 
States certificates of indebtedness of 
$7,000,000 and other marketable securi- 
ties of $346,082. Other investments, 
including slock of the Aviation Corpo- 
ration of the .Americas, was carried at 
$1,567,355. 

It was pointed out by Mr. Rentschler 
that due to the company’s practice of 
manufacturing nothing except under a 
definite contract or purchase order. 1930 
operations will not be burdened by any 
undelivered products. 

.According to Department of Com- 
merce records for aeronautical ship- 
ments abroad, it appears that approxi- 
mately 50 per cent of the exportations 
were composed of United Aircraft & 
Transport products. 


Eckener Here; To Gel Meilal 
NEW YORK (x. V.)— Dr. Hugo 
Eckencr has arrived here from Germany. 
He will be awarded a special gold medal 
by the National Geographic Society at 
a ceremony in commemoration of the 
trip of the Graf Zeppelin around the 
world Iasi year. The ceremony will 
lake place at Washington, D. C., 
March 27. 
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Cinciimati’s Aircraft 
Exposition Under Way 

CINCINNATI (OHIO)— The Cincin- 
nati Aircraft Show and a symposium 
known as tlie Technical Suliject Meet- 
ing, opening on March 26 and sched- 
uled to close on April I, are this week 
holding attention, with many visitors in 
the Queen City for the Show and the 
addresses. G. B. BodenholT is manag- 
ing director of 
the show which 
olTers half a mil- 
lion dollars’ worth 
of aircraft for 
public display at 
spacious Music 
Hall, planes rang- 
ing ill slse from a 
large Ford trans- 
port to the tiny 
Cincinnati - built 
Aeronc.i, Numer- 
ous parts and ac- 
cessory making 
companies have 
also contributed interesting exhibits, 
about 115 booths being devoted to air- 
craft accessories. Several gliders are 
suspended from the ceiling of Music 
Hall. 

The outside of Music Hall is being 
illuminated by airport floodlights. An 
Array transportation balloon is making 
flights from the Music Hall roof. Prin- 
cipal among the special exhibits is one 
called the “Evolution of Transporta- 
tion," tracing developments back to the 
pony express. Wright Field. Dayton, 
Ohio, delegated a detachment of five 
Army men and five Army planes. The 
Navy has sent three exhibits. 

Wllll>ni> lo Xpmk 

Among the celebrities attending or 
scheduled to attend — and there are many 
— are Orville Wright, Col. Clarence M. 
Young, Assistant Secretary for Aero- 
nautics, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce: and F. Trubee Davison. Assist- 
ant Secretary of War for Aeronautics. 

The technical subject meetings are 
being held at the Hotel Sintnn, closing 
the night of April 1 with a public ban- 
quet, at which Lieut. Alford Williams, 
Navy speed pilot, is to be chief speaker. 
Among others at the speakers' table will 
be Orville Wright, Russell Wilson, 
mayor of Cincinnati: C. O. Sherrill, 
city manager; Victor Heinta, prominent 
in Cincinnati aviation circles; Secretary 
Davison; Dr. Herman Schneider, of the 
University of Cincinnati, and William 
I-icht, president of the Cincinnati 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The program of topics for the Tech- 
nical Subject Meeting was arranged as 
follows; March 26, "The Airport and 
Its Construction’’; March 27, "Air 
Transportation"; March 28, “.Aircraft 
Production." 


Schedule Benncll Race Sept. 1 
CLEVELAND {onto.) — The Interna- 
tional Gordon Bennett Balloon Race will 
be held from here Labor Day, Sept. 1. 


Approve Eagles, Western Engine 
WASHINGTON (o. c.)— Two Amer- 
ican Eagles have been added to the 
approved type class. .According to cer- 
tificate number, make and designation, 
type, power plant, weight empty, useful 
load, and gross weight, they are: No. 
301 — American Eagle D-430, four-place 
closed monoplane, Wright 16-5, 1,864 
lb., 1,133 Ib„ 2,997 lb.; No. 302— Amer- 
ican Eagle E-430, four-place closed 
monoplane. Continental A-70, 1,875 lb., 
1,133 lb., 3,008 lb- Approved type 

engine certificate No. 45 has been 
awarded the Western L-7, a seven- 
cylinder, radial, air-cooled, power plant, 
announced as developing 130 hp., at 
1,850 r.p.m. 

Conference on Gliders 
To Be Held in Washington 

WASHINGTON (d. c.)— Gliders— 
their structural strength and flight diar- 
acteristics — will be the subject of a dis- 
cussion to be held here and attended by 
supervising and engineering inspectors 
of the Aeronautics Brandi located in 
various parts of the country. This 
meeting will be called within a short 
time by Col. Clarence M. Young. As- 
sistant Secretary of Commerce for 
Aeronautics. In making this announce- 
ment, Gilbert G. Budwig, Director of 
Air Regulation, said; 

“.All available data on the subject of 
gliders will be centraliied in Washing- 
ton where it will be examined, studied, 
and discussed by our field inspectors 
wlio will be called here for that purpose. 

"While most of our inspectors are 
familiar with the construction, per- 
formance, and operation of gliders, the 
popular interest in gliding is spreading 
so rapidly that there is need for uniform 
knowledge and procedure in order to 
develop and expand this scientific sport 
to the highest degree of safely. 

"It is planned to have at the confer- 
ence several types of gliders which will 
be representative of those being pro- 
duced throughout the country, and which 
the inspectors will study from the stand- 
point of flight characteristics, structural 
strength, and also methods employcti in 
launching them into the air. 

"It is anticipated that much construc- 
tive information will be gained from the 
conference which will enable the Aero- 
nautics Branch to assist materially in 
furthering the glider movement and 
especially toward promoting safety in 
glider operation,” 


Name Mid-South Speakers 
MEMPHIS (temn.) — Among the 
speakers scheduled to address those 
altcndiiig the first cmfcrence of the 
•Mid-South Aeronautic Association here, 
March 27-28, are Col. Clarence M. 
Young (tentatively), who will speak 
on "l^he Department of Commerce and 
Aviation’’; Col. Halsey Dunwooily, 
"Air Mail in the Centra! South"; arid 
Charles S. “Casey" Jones, “Aviation 
Development in America." 
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Issue Catalog of Goods 
Sold by Curliss-Wright 

NEW Y'ORK (n, V.) — For the benefit 
of its customers, the Curtiss-Wright 
Flying Service has published an 11x8.5 
in. catalog listing the various aero- 
nautical parts and equipment handled by 
the Curtiss-Wright branches throughout 
the country. This profusely illustrated 
compilation, listing more than 7,000 
items, was pre- 
pared by W. S. 

Peper, manager of 
t h e accessory 
sales department, 
and Is priced at 
one dollar, Cur- 
tiss-Wright an- 
nounces it has 
contracted with 
more than 200 
manufacturers of 
aviation parts and 
devices to act as 

agents at the 35 
Curtiss-Wright bases. Large aero- 
nautical supplies will be housed in two 
wardiouses, located at St. Louis and 
New York, so that branches may be 
quickly supplied with their needs. 

The catalog, printed on glossy paper, 
is indexed in the back. Pages are num- 
bered according to the divisions of the 
book, of which there are the following 
21; airport equipment, books and maps, 
cable and wire, cameras and photo- 
graphic supplies, clothing, electrical 
equipment, emergency equipment, en- 
gines, engine accessories, fabrics, and 
leather, finishing materials and acces- 
sories, fuels and lubricants, hardware 
and standard parts, instruments, landing 
gear and parts, metals (sheet, hose, and 
tubing), miscellaneous, propeilers, radio 
and equipment, rubber goods (tire, 
tubes, and accessories), shop tools and 
equipment. 

W. A. E.-Aero Merger Assured 

LOS ANGELES (cauf.) — Announce- 
ment has been made by oflicials of West- 
ern Air Express that 87 per cent of the 
outstanding shares of the Aero Corpo- 
ration of Calif, have been deposited with 
the Security First National Bank, of 
Los Angeles, thus assuring the consoli- 
dation of these two firms. Under the 
terms of the agreement at least 70 per 


have been deposited by ilarch IS, Di- 
rectors of W.A.E. are expected to meet 
before April 1 to officially place the 
merger in effect. No changes in per- 
sonnel or operation plans have yet been 
announced. Terms of the merger agree- 
ment call for the exchange of twelve 
shares of Aero Corporation stock for 
one share of Western Air Express. 


No Gardner Race This Year 
ST. LOUIS (mo.) — The Gardner Tro- 
phy Race, held la.st Memorial Dav from 
Parks Airport, will not be repeated this 
year. It is anticipated, however, that 
the event again will be run in 1931. 
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Plan Eighteen Stops 
For New England Tour 

BOSTON (mass.) — Definite plans for 
the New England Air Tour have been 
announced, the schedule calling for stops 
at eighteen communities, and for prob- 
able aerial visits at twenty or more 
others. The entire route will be flown 
over for inspection, by a survey plane 
carrying aviation technicians and fliers, 
in advance of the tour, and if unsatis- 
factory conditions are found anywhere, 
changes will be made accordingly. Tliis 
survey committee will be headed by 
Capt, C. M. Knox, Commissioner of 
Aviation, Connecticut, 

The thirty planes expected to partici- 
pate will be divided into units of ten 
planes each. Some stops are to be made 
bv one unit while other localities will be 
touched by the entire fleet of planes, 

As definitely announced, the stops and 
number of airplanes to land arc as 
follows: 


Tuesday, May 27 

Greenfield, Mass., ten planes. 

Keene, N. H„ ten planes. 

Springfield, Vt„ ten planes. 

White River Junction, Vt., thirty 

Barre, Vt., thirty planes (luncheon). 

Newport, Vt., thirty planes. 

Concord, N. H., thirty planes (over- 
night stop). 

Wednesday, May 28 

Augusta, Me., ten planes. 

Bangor, Me, ten planes. 

Rockland, Me., ten planes. 

Portland, Me, thirtyplanes (luncheon). 

Manchester, N. H„ ten planes. 

Fitchburg. Mass., ten planes. 

Worcester, Mass,, ten planes. 

Boston, Mass., thirty planee 

New Bedford, Mass., thirty planes 
(overnight stop). 

Thursday, May 29 

Providence-Pawtucket, R. I. (What 
Cheer Airport), thirty planes. 

Bridgeport. Conn., thirty planes 
(luncheon). 

Hartford, Conn., thirty planes, (over- 
night stop). 

Friday, May 30 

Springfield, Mass., Bowles Airport 
dedication, thirty planes. 

As the maximum number of stops 
have been provided for the tour, addi- 
tional places will simply be circled by 
the craft and messages dropped. These 
cities and towns will probably be 
Holyoke, Mass., Montpelier, Burlington. 
Swanton, and St. Johnsbury, Vt., and 
Laconia and Franklin, N. H., the first 
day; Auburn, Lewiston, Bath, Bidde- 
ford, and Sanford. Me., Dover, N. H., 
Lawrence, Lowell, Lynn, Brockton, and 
Taunton, Mass., the second day; and 
Fall River, Mass., Newport, Wakefield, 
and Westerly, R. L, New London. New 
Haven, Danbury. Naugatuck, Water- 
bury, Meriden, and New Britain, Conn,, 
the third day. 


Report Sales of Fifteen Eagles 
KANSAS CITY (mo.)— Among fif- 
teen planes sold recently by the Ameri- 
can Eagle Aircraft Corp. were seven 
bought by Charles Blossor, operator of 
a network of motor car sales agencies, 
who is laying plans for several airports 
and aircraft sales depots. One of the 
new four-place, folding-wing mono- 
planes, shown at the St. Louis show, 
went to the American Bakery Co. 


Hawks Cross-CouDtry 
Glider Trip Begins Sunday 

SAN DIEGO (cauf.)— On March 30, 
Capt. Frank M. Hawks, head of the 
aviation department of the Texas Com- 
pany, will take-off from Lindbergh Field 
here on a cross-country glider-towing 
flight, scheduled to bring him to New 
York on April 8. The Dcfartmcnt of 
Commerce has granted special permis- 
sion for the flight, which will be the 
first of its kind, 

Hawks will pilot the “Eaglet," a 
cabin glider designed and built by Prof. 
R. E. Franklin, of the University of 
Michigan, and his brother Wallace. The 
latter is to be the only passeiigcr car- 
ried by pilot J. D. Jernigin, Jr., in the 
Wright-powered Waco which is to tow 
the glider. 

The "Eaglet” has an instrument board 
consisting of an air speed indicator, 
altimeter, and bank indicator, while 
equipment will include a special Western 
Electric Co. phone set for communicat- 
ing with Jernigin, and a 3-tube radio set. 


Especially built for the Texas Com- 
pany which is sponsoring the trip, the 
“Eaglet" is of monoplane type, with a 
50-ft. detachable wood wing, an overall 
length of 21 ft., weight of 300 lb. empty. 
With Hawks and his equipment, the 
weight will be approximately 500 lb. 

The triangular-shaped fuselage of the 
"Eaglet" is of tube steel, as are die struts, 
and is fabric-covered, A pyrex-win- 
dowed hood will entirely cover the cock- 
pit, but this can be quickly pushed back 
il a parachute jump becomes necessary. 

The glider’s combination skid and 
brake equipped wheel is fitted with a 
Goodrich glider tire. 

Stops are planned at 19 airports en 
route, twelve of which have been desig- 
nated as fueling stations for the Waco. 
Some 58 towns and cities are to be flown 
over, according to the schedule, with 
daily runs averaging from 280 to 420 
mi, The overnight stops will be Tucson, 
Aria.; El Paso, Tex.; Stveetwater, 
Tex.; Tulsa, Okla. ; East St. Louis, III.; 
Columbus, Ohio; and Buffalo. N. Y. 


Naming Bacb Representatives 
LOS ANGELES (cauf.) — T. Worden 
Hunter, newly-appointed president of 
the Bach Aircraft Corp., is visiting in 
Detroit and other eastern centers for the 
purpose of closing agency contracts for 
distribution of Bach planes. 
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Huge Craft to Feature 
New York Aircraft Salon 

NEW YORK (N. Y.)— Changes are 
being made in Madison Square Garden 
to accommodate the largest transport 
planes planned for exhibition there dur- 
ing the New York Aircraft Salon, May 
3-10. Among these huge craft are ex- 
pected to be the Fokker F-32, a 24-place 
Commodore flying boat, a Sikorsky 
S-38, a Keystone Patrician, an ali- 
meta! Ford, and a 16-place Savoia- 
Marchetti S-55. 

The transport planes will be housed 
in the main arena of the building, along 
with displays of various transport lines. 
Lighter craft, for sport and training use, 
are to be shown in the main exhibition 
hall, while engine and accessory booths 
will be constructed on both floors and 
in the balcony. It is also planned to 
swing eight or nine planes from the 
ceiling. 

Some of the other planes scheduled 
for the show include a Barling, Stear- 
man, Szekely Flying Dutchman, Vought 
Corsair, Ireland amphibion, Curtiss Tan- 
ager, Travel Air, Great Lakes, a fully 
armored Boeing fighter, Fairfield, Waco, 
Gipsy Moth, Avian, Bellanca, Earle, 
Eaglerock, Buhl, and Monocoupe, 


From the number of reservations al- 
ready made for the exposition, the Aero- 
nautical Chamber of Commerce expects 
a total of 130 entries. In order to pro- 
vide as varied a display as possible, only 
one plane model will be allowed each ex- 
hibitor, It is estimated the aircraft, 
engines, and accessories to be on hand 
for the show will be worth approxr- 
mately $2,000,000, the transport plane 
section alone probably representing 
$500,000. 

One of the special features is to be a 
life-size model of the Adams air mail 
pick-up device which will be mounted at 
one end of the arena. A Standard mail 
plane, suspended on a wire cable, will 
move across the hall, discharge a bag of 
mail, and pick up another. 

A special exhibit will deal with Rear.- 
Adm. Richard E. Byrd's trip to the 
South Pole, and another will contain 
historic planes among which will be 
machines of the pusher-type. 

Plans are being made to land a num- 
ber of distinguished visitors on the roof 
of the Garden in a blimp. 

Clifford W. Henderson, who managed 
the 1928 and 1929 National Air Races, 
and the shows at Los Angeles and St. 
Louis, is director of the salon. 


Woodwell Has Aero Deparlment 
PITTSBURGH (pa.)— Joseph Wood- 
well Co., automobile accessory firm, has 
organized an aeronautical department 
under the direction of Donald C. Scully. 
Such parts as nuts, bolts, cable, clevis 
pins, ferrules, shackles, fabric, and 
shock cord is carried in stock, and the 
company's service shop is equipped to 
care for repair work on airplane wheels, 
carburetors, and magnetos. 
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Ask Abolishment 
Of Michigan Code 

Based on "Theory Rather 
Than Fact," say Aircrafters 

DETROIT (MICH.) —Possibility that 
the newly-drawn Michigan State Air 
Code, which went into effect March 1, 
may be abolished or at least drastically 
revised is seen here in a recent resolu- 
tion passed unanimously by the Michi- 
gan Aircrafters Association, an oi^an- 
izatioii composed of aircraft operators 

peninsula. The resolution stated that 

magnified conception of the dangers of 
flying" and u'erc founded upon "llieory 
rather than fact.’’ William A. Mara, 
vice-president, Stinson Aircraft Corp.. 
introduced the resolution before tlie 
group. Appro.ximately 40 members 

Passage of the Mara resolution came 
toward the close of the second of two 
sessions lasting more than 10 hr., during 
which members of the group discussed 
with Capt. Ray Collins, State Director 
of Aeronautics, several of the regula- 
tions. The meeting was called and pre- 
sided over by E. A. "Pete" Goff, sales 
manager of the Verville Aircraft Co. 
and president of the Aircrafters Asso- 
ciation. The Mara resolution will be 
presented to the State Board and to 
Gov. Fred W. Green and requests that 

before the Board and the Governor "for 
the purpose of presenting definite and 
detailed reasons for the abolition of the 
present rules." The resolution was read 



The Aircrafters' meeting was the 
first definite step made by Michigan 
airmen to do away with or soften cer- 


tain "stringent" clauses in the State 
Code which created discontent from the 
very moment they were made known. 
In this meeting, the Association made 
it clear that its members "have no 
quarrel with Captain Collins,” but that 
the Code is "untimely, unnecessary, and 
will tend to stifle the industry in 
Michigan." 

Before presenting his motion, Mr, 
Mara describe how "over-regulation" 

sell planes and for anyone to learn to 
fly them. He stated that the Code was 
"incorrectly conceived" and challenged 
the advisability of having "non-flying 
men” on the State Board. He asserted 
that his resolution embodied the attitude 
of the Stinson firm and if the Air- 
crafters failed to act, his corporation 
would formally appeal to the Governor. 
Following adoption of the Mara mo- 


Private License 
Aicardefl to “Bill” 

DETROIT (Mien.)— After 
many years of designing, 
building, and operating air- 
craft, William B. Stout, presi- 
dent of Stout Air Services, 

vate pilot license. He ex- 
plained that he had “never 
found time" to get the license 


tion, the body formally passed another 
motion that the State Board's personnel 
he composed of men engaged in the 
business of aviation. 

The State Board of Aeronautics, 
composed of William B. Mayo, De- 
troit, chairman; Claude Carney, of 
Kalamazoo; Harry Sparks, of Jackson; 
Frank Betts, of Menominee: and Harry 
Fletcher, of Alpena, was appointed by 
Grn’cmor Green by authority of legis- 

then appointed Captain Collins as Slate 
Director, and recently S. B. Steers was 
named Stale Inspector. The State Code, 
practically embodies the Federal regu- 
lations, with a iiumher of additional 
clauses incorporated to cope with local 
conditions. 

The Aircrafters’ organization plans 
to hold another meeting in Detroit 
during the week of the All-American 
Aircraft Show, during which a com- 
mittee to appear before the Governor 
will be appointed. It is highly probable 
that Mr. Mara will be selected as 
•Spokesman for the committee. 


Issue North American Warranis 

NEW YORK (m.y.)— N egotiable war- 
rants expiring Dec. 31, 1931, have been 
issued by North American Aviation, 

option given to Blair & Company, un- 
derwriters, to purchase 2,000,000 .shares 
of North American common stock. 


Illllliiu NEW PLANES .miii|||| 

Another eight-place cabin plane, con- 
taining several features of the Wasp- 
powered eight-place model, has been fin- 
ished by the Emsco Aircraft Co., Dow- 
ney, Calif-, and put through satisfactory 
test flights. Powered with two Wright 
J6-9 engines, this machine has an ad- 
justable-while-in-flight fln, mounted on 
the horizontal stabilizer, which allows 
easier manipulation of the craft when 
only one power plant is in use. 

Successful test flights have been con- 
ducted on the new Northop cabin low- 
iving monoplane which is to mark the 
entry of the Northop Aircraft Corp,, 
Division of U.A.&T. into the commer- 
cial field. Previous to this time the 
Arm has conflned its activities to the 
development of a radically new type of 

which appears in this issue. The new 
plane is all-metal in construction, carries 
six passengers, and employs a Wasp en- 
gine enclosed in an N.A.C.A, cowl. 

Arrow Aircraft, Havelock, Neb,, an- 
nounces the Arrow "Tangerine" with 
LeBlond 85 hp. engine, The first "Tan- 
gerine" employs the Lambert 90 hp. 
plant. (The “Tangerine" is similar to 
the Arrow Sport Trainer, differing only 
in overall length, 7 in. being added due 


Engineering data has been approved 
on the new American Eagle four-place 

a J6-S or Continental engines. Test 
flights, too, has-e been made, and ap- 
proval is expected shortly from Wash- 
ington, The plane was designed by 
Stanley Wallace, chief engineer of the 
Wallace division of American Eagle. 
The plane has folding wings. 


Mono Aircraft Corp., Moline, III., is 

1930 model, the Monocoupc 90. Specifi- 
cations; Engine, I-ambert H-2-66 90 
hp, radial; span, 32 ft, wings taperetl; 
capacity, two passengers. During the 
present season, the firm will limit its 
production to three types: the four-place 
Monocoach, the Monocoupe 90, and the 
Monoprep open cockpit training plane. 


Wedell-WilHams, New Orleans, La„ 
has just completed its “Wee-Wine," a 
small low-wing racing monoplane. It 
follows the earlier “Wee-Will" in de- 
sign. Specifications: Engine, J6-7: 

span 30 ft. ; overall length, 22 ft. ; frame- 
work, chrome molybdenum. Mr. Will- 
iams plans to enter his plane in speed 
events this year, planning an initial ap- 
pearance at the Chicago National Air 


The Timm Aircraft Corp., of Los 
Angeles, is rushing to completion an 
eight-place, high-wing, twin-engined, 
cabin monoplane, for which test flights 
are scheduled early in .April. The power 
plants are mounted directly fonvard of 
the u'ing on each side of the fuselage 
nose. A three-wheel landing gear is to 


Choxe Bayside Site 
For N. Y. Glider Meet 

NEW YORK tN.V.)— To date, twenty 
entries have been received tor the New 
York Glider Carnival to be held April 
25-26, from a hill adjoining the Queens- 
borough Golf & Country Club, Bayside, 
L. I. They are American Motorles-s 
Aviation Corp,, twelve ; Gliders, liic.. 
two; -Alexander Aircraft Cu„ two; 
.American Sailplane Co., one; New York 
Glider Oub, one; Long Island Aero 
Club, one; I’hiladelphia Glider Club, 


will be open to pilots flying primary 
gliders and the other to those wishing 
to compete in secondary gliders. 

The contest for first-class pilots is 
divided into three parts, namely for pri- 
mary trainers, secondary gliders, and 

Interest shown by women has 
prompted the committee to schedule two 
events for women. One will he open to 
those with plane or glider lieenses. the 
other to those without. Special exhibi- 
tion Higlils by Dr. Wolfgang Klemperer, 
of Germany, and Capt. Frank Hawks 


Li. 


t. R. S, Bar 


This 


y, C- -S. N„ who 
rncherl from the 

cenily, has been 
lief judge. States 

; spon- 


! the Aeronautical 
Commerce, the National Glider Asso- 
ciation, the New York Glider Gub, the 
Aero C'luh of Long Island, and the 
.American Molorless Aviation Corp. In- 
to 15 glider^manufacturers and every 
glider club in the East, 


The program will comprise f 
contests, ranging from those for 
10 those in which only firsf-clas 
can compete. For one of the fir; 
soaring types of gliders whic 
recently been used in this coui 
establishing duration records ar 


Edward P. Warner, editor of .Avia- 
tion, is general chairman of the New 
S'ork Glider Carnival Committee and 
Charles T. Slork, New ^'ork plane dis- 
tributor, is vice-chairman. They are 
lieing assisted by a committee of 30 
which includes; -Amelia Earliart, R. it. 
.Atwater, F. B. Bariow. Luther K. Bell, 
Karl S. Betts, Prof. .Alvin C. Busse, 
Capt. .Arthur N. Chanilierlin. Raynioiid 

E. Dowd, Sherburne Eaton, Edward S. 
Evans, Maj- Lester Gardner. C- J- P. 
Gerniaiiic. Capt. Erank Hawks, Nurnian 
Siegel, Lyman Johnson, Thomas T. 
Hildebrandt, Travis Hoke, Charles S. 
"Casey" Jones, Prof. .Alexander Klemin. 

F. C. Krtmimel, Mrs. Opal Kuiiz, 
Charles Macartney, Williaui B. Mayo. 
George Morriss, Gen. John F. O.’Ryan, 
Hector Perrier, Frank .A. Tichenor. 
Donald F. Walker, L. W. Kruinmct and 
Capt, W. N. Lancaster. 


.try f. 


Seventeen trophies 


f flight. 


e first w 


e for 


glider pilots in prin 

It will be open to ajiyunc no. iiunjuig 
a glider pilot license and is being held 

giniicrs in this aerial endeavor, 

holders of a third-class license and will 
be limited to primary trainers. In the 
third eteiit second-class glider pilots will 


e been offered 
events. They 
will be given by the National Glider 
Association, Aviation Magazine, Pop- 
ular Science, Curtiss-W right Flying 
Service, Aero Digest, Scientific Ameri- 
can, George Morriss, Capt, W. N. Lan- 
caster, Kiwanis Club. Rotary Club. 
National Exchange Clubs, Capt. Frank 
Hawks, Aviation Consolidated, inc.. 
C. T, Stork Co., Long Island Chamber 
of Commerce, and the Ninety-Niners. 

■Awards to winners will be made at 
the New York Aircraft Salon. 


Slieedy Lines Feature Al Krapish’s Loiv-fFing 


Report Massachuselts 
Violatiou!., Accident Data 

BOSTON (MASS.)— During the fiscal 
year ended Nov. 30. 1929, there were 41 
suspensions and 28 reinstatements in air- 
plane operations in Massachusetts, while 
six court convictions were secured for 
violations of aircraft la.vs, and court 
fines to the amount of $200 were im- 
posed, according to the annual report of 
the Aviation Section of the Massachu- 
setts Registry of Motor Vehicles. 

Of the 41 suspensions, 30 were cases 
of suspension of the right to operate, 
while the remaining 1,' ‘‘c' divided he- 

trations, and blacklisting of persons and 
planes. The leading cause of suspen- 
sions was dangerous flying which ac- 
counted for 11 of the total; there were 
seven cases of the flying of unr^isiered 
plane by unlicensed pilots, five fliers who 
did not use care and caution, and four 
airplanes condemned as no longer fit for 
operation. The remaining suspensions 
were scattered among numerous causes, 
such as stunting with passengers, opera- 
tion under influence of liquor, dropping 
of articles from a plane in flight, exceed- 
ing authority under student’s permit, bad 

State aircraft inspectors made 313 
investigations during the year, of which 
58 were of accidents, 70 of flying fields, 
42 of planes examined for registration 
and repairs, and 38 of complaints of low 
flying, stunting, field and aircrali viola- 
tions: investigations were also made of 
air meets, schools, prosecutions, forced 

were secured against unlicensed planes 
and pilots, two against unlicensed pilots, 
and one against an unlicensed pilot fly- 
ing less than 1,000 ft. over an assembly. 
Court fines paid amounted to $100, while 
$100 In fines w'ere appealed. 

The report lists 95 accidents, in 68 
of which there was no iiijui^ to persons, 
in 19 of which 29 persons were injured, 
and 8 of which resulted in the death 
of 13 persons. Engine failure was as- 
signed as the cause of 28 mishaps, im- 
proper operation accounted for 16. and 
strnctnral failure for 10. Iiiexperieiice. 
dangerous operation, negligence, hard 
landing, poor judgment, dvunkeimess. 



plane he has Just completed. Wright The wheel fairing us^ by Krapisli is pMSPn6'vfKon'ihe*''reuori Ma'made! 

Gipsy power is employed in the craft similar to that used on the Tunison Foriy-Mven surveys ina two rechsck sur- 



Phillips Concern Plans 
Fuel Temperature Tests 

BARTLESVILLE (okla.) — Tlie 
Wasp-powered Travel Air of the Phil- 
lips Petroleum Co., in co-operation with 
the Natural Gasoline Association of 
America, has been equipped with a com- 
plete set o£ instruments for testing gaso- 
line under actual flight conditions. 
These installations consist mainly of 
devices for determining and recording 
all the temperatures which might affect 
fuel performance in the air. 

Wherever space has permitted, pro- 
vision has been made for taking dupli- 
cate readings using both a thermo- 
couple and a resistance thermometer for 
the purpose. An additional gasoline tank 
has also been installed in the fuselage 
of the machine, so that pressure as well 
^ gravity feed systems may be studied 

The accompanying photograph shows 
the installation of the switch panel and 
recording instruments in the cabin of 


the plane. The wall type millivollmeler 
allows the pilot to obtain flight data 
unassisted, while a potentiometer, oper- 
ated from beside or behind the pilot’s 
seat, is used when more accurate read- 
ing are desired. 

The installation of the resistance 
thermometers and thermocouples was 
accomplished by removing the fabric 
from the fuselage. All wiring is there- 
fore enclosed and protected from shorts 
and breakage. The instruments are so 
placed that the following temperatures 
may be determined at any time. 

1. Air temperature — right wing. 

а. Temperature of vapor space In wing 

б. Temperature of gasoline In main tank. 


First Army T. M. Retidy for Tests 
BUFFALO (s. Y.) — The first of the 
Tliomas Morse ail-mctal observation 
planes being manufactured for the 
Army by the Consolidated Aircraft 
Co., this city, was recently flown to 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, for tests. 
The contract calls for delivery of 71 of 
these craft by July 1. A Pratt & Whit- 
ney Wasp powers the machine, which 
Is especially fitted with arrangements 
for flares, night photography, radio 
equipment, and guns. 


Pan American Orders 
Engine for Knock Rating 

MIAMI (FLA.)— For use in its fuel 
testing laboratory, Pan American Air- 
ways lias ordered a knock rating engine 
to be shipped here- The company is 
conducting experiments concerning the 
deterioration of fuels due to climatic 
conditions of heat and dampness, which 
are encountered at some stations along 
Pan American's route not served by 
adequate fuel services. 

It has been the firm’s policy to pro- 
cure samples of gasoline used in dif- 
ferent places on its line for laboratory 
lesting, and there are now established 
here facilities similar to those employed 
by large oil refineries. 

By knock rating, it is shown whether 
a fuel can be safely used in a modern 
high compression, air-cooled engine 
without injurious effects to the power 
plant through overheating or by detona- 
tion knocks. It is only in an internal 
combustion engine that this property 
can be tested and until recently very 
little was known about it At present, 
however, several organisations are con- 
ducting researches along this line. 


S. Temperature of gasoUpe teed line. 




11. Tempernture of air to carburetor Intake, 
IS. Temperature of oyltnder bead flanges. 


Other information such as altitude, 
air speed, climbing and gliding angles 
and the like will, of course be obtained 
from the plane’s regular instruments, 
and correlated with the above tempera- 
tures and any pertinent observations 
regarding engine operation. A full 
series of laboratory tests will also be run 
on the gasoline used. 

The Phillips Petroleum Co. is one 
of a number of firms that are fitting 
airplanes for the testing of aviation 
gasoline. Tlie work is sponsored by the 
Natural Gasoline Association of Amer- 
ica and is under the general supervision 
of Dr. G. G. Brown, director of re- 
search for the association. The work 
will be spread over a considerable period 
of time in order that the effect of all 
possible atmospheric conditions may be 
studied, and it is confidently expected 
that the results will be of great value, 
not only to the gasoline manufacturer, 
but to designers of planes and engines. 
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IIIIIJI,,... “QUOTES” nil 

“Other things being equal, an air- 
plane simjily with its motor cut is just 
as safe as a parachute provided a 
competent pilot is at the controls." — 
Clarence D, Ciiambeblin, Crescent 
Aircraft Coi'p. 

"Aviation, as represented by the air- 
craft industry and air transport, is just 
beginning to realize that it is a business 
andnot a stuiiL . . .’’—Col. Halsey 
Du.ywoody, American Airways, Inc. 

“Suddenly, a wild man out in Okla- 
homa went haywire and started charg- 
ing 5 cents a mile. We all followed, 
but thus far we have failed to devise 
new arithmetic to figure out where we 
are. We don’t know whether we can 
push the rate up or not." — Col, Paul 
HENDEksns, National Air Transport. 

“The diesel type power plant uses 
most any kind of oil that is left over 
after the gasoline is distilled off, thus 
going the packers one better in their 
claim that they use everything except 
the squeal.’’ — C. B. Veal, Research 
Manager, S.A.E. 

“An aerial policeman seems the 
logical solution. This officer woultl be 
able to get the Department of Com- 
merce insignia on an offending plane 
and check its altitude on his altimeter." 
— R. Wallace Davis, City Bureau of 
Aeronautics, Tampa, Fla. 


Cessna Prices Down; Shares Up 
WICHITA (KAX.) — Price reductions 
are announced by Cessna for its DC-6-A, 
which is now- to sell for $11,000 instead 
of $11,500; and the DC-6-B which is to 
be marketed at $9,750, or $250 less than 
formerly. The company also states it 
will put its new two-place machine out 
for less than $2,000. With the addition 
of 50.000 shares of no par value stock, 
the Cessna .Aircraft Corp, has raised its 
capitalization to 100.000 shares. Besides 
Clyde V. Cessna, president, the board 
of directors now includes ^f. L. Arnold, 
former president of the Arnold Auto- 
mobile Co., vice-president and treasurer; 
Will G. Price, of Price Auto Co.; Carl 
Evans, also identified with tlie automo- 
tive industry; C. G. Yankee, prominent 
Wichita attorney; and W. B. Harrison, 
president of Union National Bank of 
Wichita. 


New Standard Sells Subsidiary 
PATERSON (x.j.) — New Standard 
Aircraft Corp. has sold its subsidiary, 
The New Standard Flying Service, Inc., 
to Ive McKinney, it has been announced 
by R. D. Heebner, Purchasing Agent 
of the New Standard Aircraft Corp. 
Mr, McKinney will not change the name 
of the concern he has bought, and will 
have headquarters at 140 Main St.,. 
Lodi, N. J. 
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Insert Glider Totving 
Changes in Regulations 

WASHINGTON (o. c.)— In order to 
make the Airworthiness Requirements 
of the Air Commerce Regulations con- 
form with the recent amendment to the 
Air Traffic Rules prohibiting the towing 
of "aircraft by other aircraft except by 
special permission of the Secretary of 
Commerce" (Aviation. March 22. p. 
616), Col. Clarence M. Young, Assist- 
ant Secretary o( Commerce for Aero- 
nautics, has promulgated the following 
amendment to the Airworthiness Re- 
quirements; 

Section 1, Part 3, Paragraph 9, is 
hereby amended by deleting the first 
sentence, which reads as follows: “Tow- 
ing of light aircraft may lie practiced 
by man power, automotive power, such 
a.s automobiles and speed boats, or by 
an airplane” and substituting therefore 
the following: 

"Towing of light aircraft may be 
practiced by man power or automotive 
power, such as autonioliiles and speed 
boats, but the towing of aircraft by 
other aircraft is specifically prohiliited. 
except by special permission of the 
Secretary of Commerce.” 

The remainder of the paragraph, un- 
affected by the amendment, reads: 

“In all cases, except when man power 
alone is used, an approved device shall 
be used for cutting loose the towing 
cable at the will of the pilot in the light 
aircraft. In order to eliminate the 
chance of failure of the main support- 
ing structure due to excessive tow cable 
pull, the strcngtli of the tow cable shall 
not exceed two-thirds of the maximum 
wing structure design load." 


Examine Los Angeles Parts 
WASHINGTON (o. c.)— During the 
recent inspection of the airship Los 
Angeles, at Lakehurst, N, J,, by Capt. 
H. T. Wright, of the Navy Board of 
Inspection and Survey, approximately 
100 samples of the dural girders were 
obtained for examination and tests by 
the Bureau of Standards to ascertain 
the effect of corrosion on the craft and 
how much longer the ship can safely 
remain in service. Some samples were 
taken from obviously corroded sections 
while others were cut out at random. 
The Navy Board’s inspection was the 
first one made on the Los Angeles by 
that body, though ever since the craft 
was received from Germany in 1924, it 
has been customary for Lakehurst offi- 
cials to make four inspeclions yearly of 
the ship. 


Three Bachs for Peak Airways 
LOS ANGELES (calif.) — Orders for 
three Bach tri-enginecl cabin monoplanes 
have been placed by Pike’s Peak Air- 
ways, according to T, Worden Hunter, 
newly elected president of the Bach 
Aircraft Co. 


Aviation Corp. to Reduce Stock 
NEW YORK (N. Y.)— The New York 
Stock Exchange has received notifica- 
tion from The Aviation Corp. that it 
proposes to reduce its authorized com- 
mon slock from 10,000,000 to 5,000,000 
shares with a view to the saving oi 
franchise taxes on 5,000.000 of the 
unissued shares. There are at present 
slightly more than 3.000,000 shares 
outstanding. 


Plan Great Lakes 
Over-Water Air Tour 

DETROIT (MICH.) — A 2,SOO-mi. 
Great Lakes Air Tour, in which ap- 
proximately 30 amphibions, seaplanes, 
and flying boats »-ould participate, visit- 
ing cities on all six of the Great Lakes 
and the Georgian Bay, may be sponsored 
by the Detroit Flying Club next sum- 
mer, it was announced here recently by 
Edward J, Hill, president of the club. 
The tour’s aim, Mr. Hill said, would 
lie to demonstrate and popularize the 
use of over-water aircraft in the Great 
Lakes region. 

According to a tentative schedule, the 
all-over-water route would start from 
Detroit, skirt the shores of Lakes Erie 
and Ontario as far as Rochester. N- Y.; 
then cross Ontario to the Canadian 
shore, follow rivers to Lake Simcoe, 
Province of Ontario; to Georgian Bay, 
to Lake Superior, to Duluth, Minn,, 
along the Lake Michigan western shore 
to Chicago, and finally back to Detroit. 

The Detroit Flying Club. Hill said, 
has mailed letters to 33 cities along the 
proposed lour route, inquiring as to sea- 
plane harbors, anchorages, and other 
accommodations. A definite announce- 
ment concerning the tour will be made 
in about three weeks when the survey 
is completed. Under present plans the 
Great Lakes tour would be non- 
competitive. 


Cleveland Allots Race Profits 
CLEVELAND (oHio) — To express 
the city’s appreciation for the contribu- 
tion of the military air services to the 
success of the 1929 National Air Races, 
directors of the Cleveland Air Race & 
Show Corp. voted the Army Pilots' 
Relief Fund and the Navy Pilots' Re- 
lief Fund each $5,000 from the $100,000 
profits of the races. Like sums were 
voted the Washington headquarters and 
the Cleveland Chapter of the National 
Aeronautic Association. A fund of 
$20,000 was set aside to underwrite the 
expense of the International Gordon 
Bennett Balloon Race, and it was de- 
cided to hold a two-day air carnival 
Aug. 31-Sept. 1 (Labor Day). 


Brunner-Winkle CuU Prices 

GLENDALE (L.t.) — The Brunner 
Winkle Aircraft Corp., announces that 
prices of both models of the Bird plane 
have been reduced. The new price of 
the OX-S Bird is $2,195. and of the 
Kinner-powered Bird, $4,095. 


Curtiss to Establish 
Branch Plant in Chile 

NEW YORK (N. Y.)— A branch fac- 
tory of the Curtiss-Wright Corp. is to 
be established near Santiago, Chile, 
where military and commercial planes 
will be built, according to an announce- 
ment from the Curtiss-Wright Export 
Corp. This plant, to be situated at the 
new Los Cerrillos Airport, 6 mi. from 
the center of Santiago, will have a ca- 
pacity of 50 planes per year when com- 
pleted. 

Tlie first contract to be put through 
will be that of 40 craft ordered by 
Arturo Merino, Chief of the Chilean 
Air Service. Twenty of this number 
will be Falcons while the other half of 
the order will probably be made up of 
Falcons, Hawks, and Fledglings. 

There will be three Curtiss-Wright 
buildings — a steel and concrete manu- 
f.TCluring plant, a hangar of similar 
materials and an office structure, Tlie 
airport on which they will be located is 
more than a mile long and approximately 
as wide, and a concrete race track is 
to be laid around its boundary. The 
central building will contain an aero 
club, restaurant, casino, and rooms for 
entertainment. Some materials for the 
new plant have already been shipped. 

Agreements entered into by the Cur- 
tiss-Wright Export Corp., Commandanle 
Merino, and General Blanche, Minister 
of War for Chile, specify a group of 25 
picked Chilean workmen shall be sent 
immediately to the Curtiss Aeroplane 
and Motor Co. plant in Buffalo, N. Y., 
where they will study production meth- 
ods for a year. 

Fifteen department heads, engineers, 
and foremen of the Buffalo company are 
to go to Santiago, under the direction of 
Capt, S. C. Coon, to open the new fac- 
tory and train native workmen. Captain 
Coon's position will be that of resident 
manager, and he plans to employ local 
mechanics and workmen as far as pos- 
sible after they have undergone training 
by American experts. 

Negotiations for the Chile proposition 
have been going on for several months 
between C. W. Webster, president of 
the Export company and Commandante 
Merino. The satisfactory conclusion 
was hastened, it is said, through the 
efforts and sanction of President Ibanez 
of Chile. 


Timken Net S14,155,414 in ’29 

CANTON (OHIO) — After allowance of 

$1,775,000 for income taxes and $1,785,- 
789 for depreciation, the Timken Roller 
Bearing Co., maker of landing wheel 
and other bearings, reports net profits 
of $14,155,414 for 1929, equal to $5.78 
a share on 2,407,824 .shares. This com- 
pares with $13,730,145 or $11.43 a share 
on 1,200,8^ shares the year before. 
Timken paid $7,233,472 in cash divi- 
dends during the year, expended 
$7,740,000 for new construction, and 
transferred $6,942,823 to surplus. 
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T.A.T.-Maddux Has 
Net Deficit of $986, 591 

NEW YORK (n. y.)— Transconti- 
nental Air Transport-Maddux Air Lines 
has reported a loss of $986,591 in the 
company’s first annual statement The 
original T.A.T. concern accounted for 

$746,519 of this, according to C. M. 
Keys, chairman of the board of direc- 
tors, and Maddux for $240,072, The 
income account for the consolidated 
company — which includes operations of 
T.A.T. between July 8, 1929, and Dec. 
31, and of Maddux between Aug. 1, 
1929 and Dec. 31 — shows total operating 
revenue of $479,479 and operating ex- 
pense of $1771,158- The net operating 
loss thus was $1,291,679, which was 
reduced to the above net deficit by mis- 
cellaneous income. 

The total cost of the consolidated sys- 
tem was $3,700,602. The sum of 
$2,932,235 was spent on the transconti- 
nental line and the balance on Maddux, 
Current assets at the close of 1929 
totalled $3,408,337, of which $465,700 
was cash and $2,282,463 was United 
States Treasury certificates. Fixed as- 
sets, less depreciation, totalled $3,700,- 
602 and the total assets reached $7,588,- 
004. Current liabilities were $387,966. 
The paid-in surplus and reserve for con- 
tingencies had been $2,885,568 on Jan. 
1, 1929, and this was reduced to $1,899,- 
774 at the close of 1929 to take care of 
the operating loss. 

Mr. Keys stated in his report, in 
regard to the acquisition of the Maddux 
company, that up to Dec. 31. 1929, 
T.A.T. had issued 153,765 shares of its 
capital stock, represented by voting trust 
certificates, and had received in ex- 
change 307,530 Maddux shares, repre- 
sented by voting trust certificates, which 
amounts to 97.05 per cent of the total 
voting certificates for Maddux stock 
outstanding. The flying equipment of 
(Oonaluiid on pass 68!) 


Provincial Service Reports 1929 
TORONTA( 0 NT,)~The Ontario Pro- 
vincial Air Service report of operations 
in 1929 shows a total of 11,602 flying 

hours; 1,020,000 passenger miles and 

669,423 aircraft miles, "niis established 

a new high record for the history of 
the organization. There were only a 
few minor accidents and none of tlie 
members received serious or fatal in- 
juries. Cost of overhauling and re- 
pairing amounted to $8,449, while the 
rental of additional planes for forest 
fire fighting service totaled $93,686- 
There were 26 planes in the organiza- 
tion in 1929, four of which were pur- 
chased during the year at a cost of 
$41,223. 


Pickwick and P.A.A. Co-operate 

LOS ANGELES (calif.)— Details of 
an operating agreement between Pick- 
wick Ainvays and Ptyi American Air- 
ways, to be effective at once, have been 
announced by Charles F. Wren, presi- 
dent of the former company. Hereafter 
all northbound air transport business 
originating in Central or South America 
and destined for Pacific Coast points 
along the Pickwick line from San 
Geronimo, Mexico, to Los Angeles, 
will be directed by Pan .'\merican over 
the Pickwick line at San Geronimo. In 
a reciprocal arrangement, Pickwick will 
turn over to Pan American al San Gero- 
nimo all of its southbound business, 
making the city of San Geronimo its 
southern terminus. 


Calcium Cliloride Use 
At Ports Disapproved 

WASHINGTON (o. c.) — Calcium 
chloride should not be used on airports 
for dust-laying purposes on account of 
its corrosive properties, it has been an- 
nounced by Clarence M. Young, head 
of the Aeronautics Branch, following a 
study of the subject by his department, 
the N.A.C.A. and the National Bureau 
of Standards. Opinion was unanimous 
that many metals used in aircraft con- 
struction were affected by the acid and 
that ordinary protective methods do not 
suffice. The report slates, in part; 



MaU Bill Reported 
By Committee to House 

WASHINGTON (n.c.)— At last the 

Watres air mail bill has been reported 
out of committee onto the floor of the 
House. After lying in the Post Office 
and Post Roads Committee more than 
a month pressure was brought to bear 
by the administration through the Steer- 
ing Committee of the House, as was 
reported in AviATtOK, March 22, and 
Mr. Watres was ordered by the Post 
Office and Post Roads Committee to 
report the bill out. 

Several changes in the language of 
the bill have been made, but none of 
these affect it vitally. Tlie original 
language of the bill authorizing the 
Postmaster General to designate "fixed 
rates per mile for definite weight spaces, 
such rates not to exceed $1.25 per mile" 
has been changed to "rates not to ex- 
ceed $1.25 per mile." In the altered 
bill it is stated (hat "In awarding air 
mail contracts the Postmaster General 
may give proper consideration to the 
equities of air mall and other aircraft 
operators with respect to the routes 
which they have been operating and 
the territories which they have been 
serving.” The change was made after 
the point had been raised at the hear- 
ing that the "tmll” of the original lan- 
guage might become a ground of 
contention between would-be mail con- 
tractors and the Post Office Department. 

The provision authorizing the Post- 
master General to establish routes "for 
the transportation of mail by aircraft 
to Canada or Mexico” has been altered 
to read, "to Canada within 150 mi. of 
the International Boundary line.” Mex- 
ico was eliminated. 

In its present form the bill was ex- 
pected to pass the House before the 
close of this week, hut no such optim- 
ism is entertained toward its future in 
the Senate. The bill introduced by 
Senator McNary, similar in form to 
Mr. Watres' measure, has lain on the 
shelves of the Senate Post Offices and 
Post Roads Committee since its intro- 
duction. Committee action probably 
will be taken upon it as soon as the 
Watres bill passes the House. Pro- 
ponents of the bill, however, fear and 
expect that the clause on which con- 
tractors have put so much hope — that 
allowing the Postmaster General to 
award contracts by negotiation and 
without advertising for or considering 
bids — will be stricken out. 


Newark Hangar Burns 
NEWARK (X. j.)— Fire believed to be 
of incendiary origin swept through the 
Newark Air Services hangar here 
March 23 and did about $40,000 damage. 
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United Opens New 
Chicago Traffic Office 



senger service sometime in May, United 
Aircraft & Transport Corp. has opened 
an elaborate ticket otnee and waiting 
room at the comer of Michigan Boule- 
vard and Van Buren Street, this city. 
Boeing Air Transport and Stout Air 

will continue to maintain a representa- 
tive at the Air Passenger Bureau of 

however, an arrangement which Boeing 
has never had. 

The increased service will consist of 
the operation of Boeing eighteen-pas- 
senger transports over the transconti- 
nental route between Chicago and San 
Francisco. At present these planes are 
in operation only between San Fran- 
cisco and Gieyenne. Stout planes will 

Cleveland and the West Coast. It has 
been stated that Stout would extend 
to New York City but this is regarded 
on good authority to be rather remote 
at present. 

The decoration of the office is mod- 
ernistic. This decorative scheme and 
the furniture was designed hv Huszagh 
and Hill, Chicago architects. ' The walls 
and ceiling are covered with hand- 
painted canvas, which was painted be- 
fore lieing applied to the plaster. The 
upper portions of the walls are done in 
orange and the panel# on the lower por- 
tion are in brown. The borders and 
other decorations are black and white. 
The ceiling has been finished in vari- 
ous shades of gray, with plalies in 

Desks for the traffic men are done in 
silver, black and orange. The chairs 
are of natural cherry with black leather. 
The lounges at the rear are covered en- 
tirely with black leather with the 
exception of wooden frames at the base, 
which are finished in gold and gray. 
Executive offices are in the basement. 


Schedule Limits Student Fli|;fata 
KANSAS CITY (mo.)— An order has 
been issued by Roy C. Farrell, manager 
of the Kansas City Munici^I Airport, 

may use the field for student training. 
This order was made necessary because 
of the Increasing transport traffic at the 
field. The schedule for student training 
is between 1 a.m. and 8 a.m.; 9:45 a.m. 
to 1 1 a.m. ; 4 ;4S p.m. to 7 ;30 p.m. at the 



Engineering Council 
Names Port Committee 

WASHINGTON (d. c.)— Creation of 
an airport committee by the American 
Engineering Council has just been an- 
nounced. Tlie purpose of the committM 
is to draw up a plan by which it is 
hoped the Aeronautics Branch and the 
A.E.C. may cooperate “in formulating 
a report for the general information and 
guidance of public bodies, indicating 
the diversity and importance of en- 
gineering problems in the design of 

The original intent was for the com- 
mittee to make such a survey and re- 
port, rather than to draw plans for one, 
but the objection of civil engineers to 
such a procedure is believed responsible 
for the emasculation of the project. 
After the plan has been formulated by 
the committee it will be presented 
cither to the administrative board or to 
the annual meeting of the A.E-C. for 
approval or disapproval before any 
further action can be taken. 

Prof. Ralph A. Fogg, head of the de- 
partment of civil engineering, Lehigh 
University, has been named chairman 
of the committee. Its other members 
are; Perry A. Fellows, city engineer, 
Detroit: W. W. Horner, chief engineer, 
St. Louis: Harrison E. Howe, editor. 
Journal of Induslrial and Engineering 
Chemistry; Alexander Kiemin, head of 
the Guggenheim School of Aeronautics, 
N, Y. U„ and H. G. Shirley, commis- 
sioner of highways, Richmond, Va. 



To Test Sprinklers 
For Hangars in April 

WASHINGTON, (n.c.)— Tests of the 
efficiency of various sprinkler systems 
in an airplane hangar constructed of 
wood are to be held at the Bureau of 
Standards April 22 to 30. The hangar 
is almost complete and the sprinkler 
systems have b«n installed. Four types 
are to be tested; 'The dry pipe; the 
wet pipe; and the open system with 
automatically controlled water supply 
operated by thermostatic devices, in 
both overhead and overhead-and-floor 
installations. 

The National Board of Fire Under- 
writers is postponing the promulgation 
of its code for the construction and 
protection of airports until the conclu- 
sion of the tests. Tentative requirements 
of the code in regard to automatic sprin- 
klers aroused so much opposition in the 
industry that the Aeronautics Branch 
has arranged these practical tests to 
determine the efficiency of the sprinkler 
systems. 


A 65x80 ft, wooden hangar, having 
clearance of 18 ft. from the floor ' ' 

lower chord of the roof trusst 
been built under the supervision of the 
National Committee on Wood Uti'' 




The 


! has t 


coated 


wood from saturation due to sprinkler 
discharge. A heater and blower system 
also has been installed to dry out the 
hangar after each test. The floor of the 
hangar is of concrete. A 55,000 gal. 
r tank 75 ft. high has ’ ' 


tor tl 


Due I 




? National Automatic Sprinkler 
Association, the National Lumber 
Manufacturers Association, the Chi- 
cago Rigid Iron Works and other firms 
which have donated materials the 
hangar has been built and equipped at 
a comparatively low cost to the gov- 


Four types 


0 be started, 

as possible the usual hangar layout; 
the wing of n plant, protruding over 
a workbench, will be ignited by a blow- 
torch or siiniliar source of combustion 
in operation on the bench; a fire will 
he started in the inside of a wing, as 
from faults- wiring; the fuselage of a 
plane over which some IS gal. of gas 
have been sprinkled will be ignited; a 
fire fed by 200-300 gal- of leaking gaso- 
line will be started in a group of five 
or six planes. Seventeen obsolete planes 
are being assembled for the tests. 
Among them are 1 1 Navy SCI and SC2, 
a Loening amphibion, a Vought, a Fok- 
ker and a Douglas. 

The major blazes will be set April 
29 and 30, weather permitting. So 
much interest has been shown in the 
t b^ the general public that the 


Aeronautics Branch 
ance to those of the ; 
to whom invitations are issned. 
Fact-Finding Committee which h 
ranged the tests is under the chai 


:al world 
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nil AIRPORT COIVSTRUCTION PROJECTS ■...■iiilIH 


A new AOMiNiSTRATioif building pro- 
vided by the city, has been put in 
commission at Logan Field, Baltimore. 
It will be used by the field manager and 
Eastern Air Transport representatives. 

Seneca Falls, N. Y., plans to purchase 
275 acres near Aurelius. N. Y., for the 
establishing of a municipal airport. The 
city expects to spend $85,000 improving 
the property. 

Erection of a new steel and corrugated 
hangar at the Gulfport (Miss.) Airport 
has been completed. The hangar meas- 
ures 80 X 90 ft. and was built by Zach 
Bailey at an estimated cost of $10,000. 
It will be used by the Curtiss-Wright 
Flying Service, The airport was dedi- 
cated March 22. 

A 640-acre tract has been acquired by 
Lubbock, Tex., for a municipal airport 
on the proceeds of a bond issue. Bids 
are being received by the Lubbock 
Chamber of Commerce for hangars to 
measure 120 ft. square. 

The city of El Paso has purchased 
a hangar from Scenic Airways for 
$17,500 and plans to install immigration 
and customs offices, a modern coffee 
shop, and living quarters for the air- 
port manager. 

The Curtiss-Wright Airport at Dallas 
represents a total expenditure of $250.- 
000. The new steel han^r costing 
$100,000 is fully equipped with spacious 
offices, shops and storeroom. 

The contract has been awarded by 
Denton, Tex., for construction of 40 x 
80-fl. hangar, to the International Der- 
rick & Equipment Co., Columbus, Ohio. 

Flood lights at Jacksonville (Fla.) 
Municipal Airport will be installed by 
the General Electric Co., at a cost of 
$3,894.75. 

The Greyinore Airport, at Columbia, 
Tenn., is rapidly being developed by the 
Columbia Airlines, and two additional 
pilots have begun service with that firm. 

An airport commission has been ap- 
pointed by Laurel, Miss., to develop the 
municipal airport for which a $50,000 
bond issue was recently voted. 

Luling, Tex., plans to purchase 100 
acres for the development of an air- 


A $90,000 hangar for Curtiss Wright 
has been completed at the company's 
160-acre field near Oklahoma City. The 
building measures 146 x 154 ft., 6 in. 
Field equipment in addition to the 
hangar will cost about $55,000, it is said, 
and the land cost in tlie neighborhood of 
$500 per acre. 

Crouse-Hiuds has bc“n awarded the 
contract to light the Tucson (Aria.) 
Municipal Airport. Among the equip- 
ment to be installed will be a 4.03J.OJ0 
cp. beacon: seven 24-in. floodlights: 
ceiling projector, boundary and obstacle 
lights. 

The contractjwhich was awarded last 


month for construction of additions to 
hangars Nos. 2. 3 and 4 at the Mills 
Field Municipal Airport, San Francisco, 
has been rescinded, and new bids are 
to be asked soon. 

The Aviation Commission of Long 
Beach, Calif., is considering prcliminary 
sketclies of L. J. Waller, of Los Angeles, 
for the proposed Long Beach Municipal 

Blackwell, Ofcia,, is about to begin the 
construction of a ^5,UOO airport and is 
taking bids on materials. 

Conditioning of an airport site at 
Buena Vista, Colo,, started early this 
month. 

Xarth Central 

More than 1,000,000 ft. of concrete 
runways and ta.xi strips have been com- 
pleted on the Wayne County Airport 
near Detroit. When completed the air- 
port will include an area of about 1 mi. 
square with six parallel runways ex- 
tentling southeast, four running north 
and south, and four running east and 
west. All runways are of 8-in. concrete 
mix with wire mesh two inches beneath 
the surface. About 200 miles of 4-in. 
lateral standard drain tile will be iii- 


New York'AUanta Mail 
Service to Be Increased 

BROOKLYN ( N. y.)— I ncrease in 
service over the air mail route operated 
by Eastern Air Transport, effective 
April 1, will mean the operation of six 
planes daily between New York and 
Washington, four planes daily between 
New York and Atlanta, and will give 
air mail service to Charlotte, N. C. 
The northbound route from Miami and 
St. Petersburg to Atlanta will be flown 
at night instead of in the daytime. 

As a result, mail from Florida points 
will reach New York in one night. 
Planes will leave New York for Atlanta 
and intermediate points at 3 p.m. and 
9:10 p.iiu, and for Washington at 
4:45 a.m. Northbound planes will leave 
Atlanta at 8 p.m. and 12:45 a.m.. while 
the northbound plane from Washington 
only will leave at 8 p.m. daily. Tlie 
revised schedule will also mean that 
transcontinental mail from cities south 
of Richmond can reach the Pacific 
Coast in two nights and one day. 


T.A.T.-Maddux Deficit 



velopment. 

Condemnation proceedings instituted 
last November by the city of Moline to 
acquire a municipal airport will be dis- 
missed following agreement of the own- 
ers of the land on which the present air- 
port is situated to sell at a reasonable 
price. About 200 acres, which will be 
ready for use within a short time, are 
to be conditioned. 

Lease of a tract of land measuring 3 JO 
ft. square, near the norllicasi comer of 
Port Columbus to the Government for 
a radio beacon station has been author- 
ized. The rental will be $1 a year. The 
sUtion will cost $15,000 to install and 
$3,500 annually to maintain. 

The Board of Park Commissioners of 
Wichita, har e called for bids on the new 
administration building at the municipal 
airport. The estiinated cost of the struc- 
ture is $200,000, 

Woo.ster, Oldo, has purchased forty- 
nine acres of land for $10,776 on which 
the city will erect a municipal airport. 
Bids have been authorized for th ; 

of a $200,000 administra- 
building at the Wiehit i Municipal 
Airport. 



Si. Louie Board Adopts Progi 


ST. LOUIS, (mo.)— The Air Board of 
ilie St. Louis Chamber of Cominerce has 
mapped an extensive program for 1930. 
Activities will include a study of air 
mail service with a view to extending 
routes both east and southwest of St. 
Louis; concerted movement to develop 
plans for a downtown airport : campaign 
in public schools to create a greater 
interest in aviation, and an industrial 
drive to obtain new aviatio:i industries, 
'i'he board also plans to continue its 
elForts in Congress to secure adequate 
rnorr--- -’tinn-- for '=cott Field, Govern- 
ment !ighter-than-air station. 
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Paul E Grosfils, Air Union manager 
fnr Great Britain, will represent the 
company in the United States this sum- 
mer with offices at 24 W. 59th St., New 
York, N. Y. Air Union is a co-opera- 
tive organization established by Sabena. 
K.L.M., Aeropostale, A.B.A.. and Far- 

Phillips Petroleum Co. has contracted 
to deliver 5,000 gal. of gasoline to the 
fourteen Universal bases throughout the 
Middle West. 

Stout Air Lines is said to he consider- 
ing establishment of a Chicago-New 
York service, with stops at Detroit. 
Cleveland, Rochester, Syracuse. Albany 
and Buffalo. 

City of Tampa, Fla., is issuing 760 
$1,000 bonds, with 30-year term, to 
finance the municipal airport. 

It is thought that a series of minor 
fires at Newark Airport last week were 
of incendiary origin. 

Northwestern Aerial Prospectors, 
Ltd., Stewart, B. C., will operate an 
aerial taxi service for miners and pros- 
pectors this summer. 

Aviation committee of Fort Worth 
(Tex.) Chamber of Commerce plans 
to make a moving picture film of activi- 
ties at the municipal airport. 

Tlie municipal airport of Marion, 
Ohio, has been leased to Sycamore Air- 
port Co., Sycamore, Ohio, for one year 
at a rental of $500 with option of re- 

Wellesley, Mass., has volerl against a 
proposition to establish a municipal air- 

Royal Airways Corp., Madison, Wis., 
has agreed to maintain Royal Airport 
as a municipal airport, with provision 
for landing of mail planes without 
charge, in return for payment of $4,800 
yearly by the city. 

Fairfax Airports, Inc.. Kansas City, 
Kan., will pay a dividend of $0.25 per 
share March 31. The company has just 
offered 20,000 shares of no par value 
stock through A. A. Durante & Co.. 
Inc., at $18,50 per share. 

Western Air Express has erectetl a 
75-car garage at its Los Angeles airport 

where cars may be left for the length 

During the first 30 days of operation 
at reduced rates, Universal division of 
American Airways, Inc., carried 3,013 
passengers, as compared with 1,060 pas- 
sengers during the preceding month. 

Boeing Air Transport, Inc., has 
signed a contract for use of the North 
Platte (Neb.) Municipal Airport for 10 
years at $1,500 per year, with option for 
renewal up to 50 years. 

Fort Worth-Dallas base of Curtiss- 
Wright Flying Service will he formally 
opened April 1. 

On March IS, there were about 1.450 
beacon lights in operation throughout 
the Uliited States, according to an- 
nouncement by the Aeronautics Branch. 

City Council of Columbus, Ohio, has 
authorized Service Director Duffy to 
lease for two years a pjrt of the munici- 
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West Coast Teletypes Started 
OAKLAND (CALIF.)— The Oaklaml- 
Portland teletype circuit was placed in 
operation early this month. This add.s 
thirteen weather reporting stations re- 
porting to Oakland, which also is 
central weather station for the Oakland- 
Los Angeles and Oakland-Reno air- 
ways. On March 20 the local radio 
we.ilher broadcast was changed from an 
hourly to a 15-miu. schedule as follows: 
Oiikland-Portland airway, on the hour; 
Oakland-Los Angeles airway, on the 
quarter-hour; general California suiii- 
iiiary and four-hour general forecast, on 
the half-hour; and Oakland-Reno air- 
way on the three-quarter hour. 


Start New Tulsa-Wirhita Line 
K.'kNS.^S CITY (Mo.)— Twice daily 
round trip service between Wichita, 
Kan., and Tulsa, Okla., has been in- 
augurated by United States Airways. 
This line will later be extended north 
from Wichita to connect with the com- 
pany's Kansas City-Dcnver passenger 
line at Hays, Kan. Planes now leave 
Wichita at 10:30 a.m. and 3:15 p.m.. 
while northbound planes leave Tulsa at 
8:00 a.m. and 1:05 p.m. The trip is 
made in 1 hr. 30 min. 


pal hangar to Golden Eagle Aircraft 
Corp, for $75 per month the first year 
and $200 per month the second year. 
1‘lie rest of the hangar will also be 

Radio range beacons at Fort Crook. 
Neb., and North Platte, Neb., are near- 
ing completion, and the beacon at 
Cheyenne, Wyo., will be in operation 
in late April or early May. 

Boeing Air Transport Co. paid its 
February gasoline tax in Wyoming 
under protest, and will file suit to re- 
cover, contending that gasoline usetl in 
interstate commerce is not ,'nbject to 

The airport at Gulfport. Miss., was 
dedicated March 22. 

Park Board of Joliet, HI., will offer 
a $200,000 bond issue April 7 to raise 
money for purchase of a 178-acre air- 
l>ort site west of the city. 

The weather bureau at Wichita, Kan., 
will he ready for operation April 1. 

After two months trial of a Claude 
Neon beacon on the roof of the Hudson 
Bay Co.’s store at Winnipeg, Canada, 
the company has ordered two more bea- 
cons for its stores at Vancouver and 
Calgary, 

TeletjTie service is being installed at 
the Springfield, III., airport. 

Kirmer Airplane & Engine Co. has 
leased space for a repair depot in the 
.American Eagle Aircraft Corp. hangar 
at Fairfax Airport, Kansas City, Iwn. 
\V. S. Allison will be in charge. 

Seven-passenger Flamingo planis are 
used on the Oklahoma City-Wichita 
route operated by United States Air- 

•A recent survey by the Woman’s De- 
partment of Curtiss-Wright Corp. in- 
dicates that 23 per cent of passengers on 
American air lines are u omen. 


N. E. Airport Conference 
Held at Providence, R. I. 


PROVIDENCE (R. i.)-The New 
F.ngland Regional Airport Conference, 
sponsored by the Aeronautical Chamber 
of Commerce, met here March 17, with 
an attendance of about 45. A. P 
Taliaferro, Jr., chief of the Airport Sec- 
tion. Aeronautics Branch, was the 
principal speaker at the opening 
luncheon. Of particular interest was 
his assertion that seaplanes are due for 
a great proportional development for 
traiispon use, and that facilities should 
he provided for them wherever possible. 
Afternoon sessions, held in one of the 
inmferencc rooms of the Providence- 
IJiltmore Hotel, were opened by Lieut. 
Herbert H. Mills, manager of Hartford 
(Conn.) airport, and chairman of the 
Conference, Homer Bennett, represent- 
ing the Aeronautical Chamber of Com- 
merce, acted as secretary. The first 
speaker was F. N. Davy, vice-president 
of Barber & Baldwin, New York, N, Y., 
who discussed Airport Insurance Prob- 
lems. He pointed out that an airport ' 
nwTier or lessee is liable for any injury 
or damage to the general public which 
may be attributed to his negligence or 
tlie condition of the field. The cost of a 
policy covering this liability depends en- 
tirely upon local conditions, but in the 
discussion after the speech, Mr. Davy 
said that $250 would be the minimum 
premium for a $25,000/$50,000 liability 
policy. In reply to a question as to the 
possibility of lower rates, he said that 
lii.s company had paid out more to 
cover losses than it had received from 
premiums in the field of aviation insur- 
ance, during the past year. 


Slate ResuIatlvQ Diaraaned 

(Tapt. C. M. Knox, Connecticut State 
-Aviation Commissioner, spoke on Some 
Phases of State Regulation of Aviation. 
He held that the state is able to provide 
a much closer check-up, as for example 
in obtaining a lii.siory of applicants for 
pilot’s licenses through the Stale Insur- 
ance Commissioner, if the applicant has 
ever carried life insurance. Regulation 
of airports, in the view of Captain 
Knox, should be by a combination of fed- 
eral and state law, enforced by municipal 

Airport Radio Facilities were con- 
.sidered briefly in a speech by F. N. Wil- 
letts, commercial radio engineer of 
Western Electric Co. Mr. Willetts out- 
lined the limitations which are imposed 
by the restricted numlwr of radio chan- 
nels available, and said that many air- 
ports might be expected to transmit 
with such low power that signals 
would scarcely be audible beyond the 
actual field limits. This would he suf- 
ficient for furnishing landing instruc- 
tions, and would make it possible for all 
airport stations to use the same fre- 
quency, to the great convenience of 
pilots. This is already envisaged in the 
rulings of the Federal Radio Com- 
mission, which assigns one other fre- 
quency for the general use of aircraft. 
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Britain's Air Budget 
Increases S4, 450, 000 


LONDON (ENGLAND) — Tile net total 
of Britain’s Air Estimates for 1930 is 
589,250,000, an increase of $4,450,000 
over last year's figures, including a 
supplementary estimate $3,800,000. [See 
Aviation for Marcli 22 for discussion 
of supplementary estiinate]- 
The chief features of the 1930 R.A.F. 
Estimates compared with those of 1929 


ii7,«4s!aoi) 

3<!77o!ooo 

9.920,000 



The increase in civil aviation cor- 
responds with furllier anticipated de- 
velopments in civil air transport. While 
modest, the increase is proportionately 
higher than the increase in Service ap- 
propriations. 

.tirnlilps K,tll«rac«oF, 

Commenting on tlie two new air- 
ships, Lord Thomson says that the 
trials of the R.lOU and the R.IOl liave 
shown a satisfactory measure of success, 
despite delays inevitable in a held so 
novel and experimental. Botli airships 
have proved to be tliorouglily sLibie ami 
ea>v to control. 

Provision is made in tlie Estimates 
for the carrying out of a program of 
overseas flights betneen now and April, 
1931. The intention is that R.lOO 
should in the late Spring or Summer 
carry out a flight or flights to the lower 
erected at Montreal and during the 
winter should operate between Carding- 
ton and Eigypt. R.lOl is to fly to 
India and kick in the Fall, and will 
then be used for experimental opera- 
tion on the Indian route in order to 
obtain the data necessary before a com- 
mercial service on this route can be 
established. 

Generally speaking, these Estimates 
allow for a broad contitmity of air 
policy. For the coming year, however, 
the approved increased of the Royal Air 
Force, is of small dimensions, and is 
designed to demoastrate once more the 
earnest desire of the Government to 
avoid disastrous competition in air 
armaments. Witli this object in view, 
the Home Defence Force will be the 
main feature of the 1930 program, and 
the only new unit to be added to that 
force will be one non-regular squadron. 

A torpedo-bomber squadron which 
was originally formed as an experimen- 
tal unit has been reorganired for nonnal 


Kaynoil 31a|is in New Form 
I.ON'DON (ENGLAND) — Seclioiiiaed 
maps covering England ami Wales are 
Ijeing made by Raynoil Maps, Ltd., .and 
sold through National Flying Services. 
Ltd. They are sold in a set of 70, one 
of which is a key-map u'hicli may t>e 
seen through the open front box. The 
map for eacli section is nuirked ivith a 
mb so that it may he easily located. 
This also .sliows the numbers of maps 
covering the surrounding area. The 
maps themselves are made by the pat- 
ented Raynoil process, so that they are 
weather and oil proof, ami may lie 
marked with colored pencils and then 
erased clean without damage. The price 
for the set. with aliiminuiii case, is 
ai)iiut $51, it is reported. 


C.A.T. Completes 
First Year of Ser> ice 

TORREON (MEXICO)— On March 9, 
Corporacion Aeronautica de Trans- 
portes, S. A., completed one year of 
iijicrations, during which its service had 
grown from three planes flying 300 mi. 
daily, to fourteen airplanes flying 4,200 
mi. daily, with ten pilots in the com- 
pany’s employ. Seventeen Mexican 
cities, as well as El Paso and Browns- 
ville, Tex., are served by the line, and 
concessions have been secured for 1,531 
mi. of additional routes. 

Lockheed Vegas are used by C.A.T,, 
and scitedules call for .in average speed 
of 132.16 m.p.h. over ail lines, said to 
he higher than that of any other 
system. Plans are being niatic for in- 
creasing this average to 145 m.p.h. The 
most important line, Mexico City to 
El Paso, a distance of 1,104 mi,, is 
covered in 9 hr. C.A.T. also operates 
tlie only transcontinental service in 
Latin America. The line has been de- 
veloped under the leadership of Theo- 
dore T. Hull. 


Caproui 90 Kaiikt^ 

As One of Largest 

MIL.-XX (iTAi.v) — More details have 
lieen announced recently regarding the 
giant Caiironi 90 P.B. which was com- 
pleled and first test-flown here last Fall. 
The machine has a useful load of about 
22 tons, which may be used for trans- 
portation of bombs and high explosives, 
if used for military purposes; or to carry 
about 100 passengers, if used for com- 
mercial airline operations. The plane is 
powered with six watercooled Isotta 
Fraschini engines of 1,000 hp. each. It 
is credited ivith a high speed of 130 
m.p.h. and a landing speed of about 56 
m.p.h. 

The machine is of biplane construc- 
tion, the top wing having a span of about 
128 ft. and the lower wing a span of 
about 160 ft. The span of the single 
wing on the Dornicr Do.X is 157 ft. and 
of the Junkers G.38 is 148 ft. It is 
built of high tension steel tubing. The 
engines are arranged as follows: Four 
on the lower wing, one on the leading 
edge of the wing on either side of the 
fuselage and two directly behind these 
on the trailing edges. A pair are slung 
in tandem between the upper wing and 
the fuselage. Thus three operate trac- 
tor propellers and three are pushers. 

The niachlne is 95 ft. long and 39 ft. 
high. Empty, it weighs about 15 tons. 
The combined wing area is about 6,000 
sq.ft. It has a ceiling of 16,000 ft. aiicl 
normal range of about 1,200 mi. The 
engines are Vee-shaped with eighteen 
cylinders. The oil consumption per hour 
is 154 lb. for all six engines and the 
fuel consuniption is about 1,700 lb. Each 
engine, including the propeller hub, 
weighs in the neighborhood of 1,760 lb. 

The big machine has been reported 
as breaking six world records recently 
but the results have not been announced 
as yet. 
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Foreign Briefs 

A proposal to spend $65,000 for a 
hangar to house the “Plus Ultra," in 
which Col. Ramon Franco flew from 
Spain to Buenos Aires by way of Brazil 
five years ago, has met with consider- 
able opposition in Argentina. 

M. R. Soreau has been elected presi- 
dent of the French Aeronautic Federa- 
tion for 1930. Vice-presidents are Mm. 
Sardier, Riche and Renard; Henry 
Chollat is secretary-general, and Mm. 
Couhe, Hirschaucr, Dagnaux and 
Breguet are members of the advisory 
committee. 

After seven years, the .Aerial Derby, 
a strictly .speed contest, is to be reviv^ 
in Great Britain. It will be run in 
connection with the King's Cup contest 
over a 1,000-mi- course. 

Hazards of the airport used by Aero 
Club of East Africa, Nairobi, include 
the frequent presence of grazing game 
on the field. 

Herr Resch of Wuerzberg, Germany, 
recently made a parachute jump from 
an altitude of 17,333 ft. 

A new airport has been established at 
Delft, Holland, as a base from which to 
ship fresh vegetables, fruits and flowers. 

A Gipsy Moth plane is to be raffled 
by the London Aero Club, with 1,500 
tickets selling for $2.50 each. 

Eight preliminary flights between 
Paris and Saigon, Indo-China, have 
been successfully completed by Com- 
pagnie Air-Asie, and negotiations for 
the establishment of regular air mail 
service are now under way. 

During the last year, 228 class A 
glider licenses were issued by the Ros- 
siten and Wasserkuppe schools, together 
with 210 in class B and 62 in class C. 
The Rhon Rossiten school has decided 
to discontinue the class A, and will 
recognize only class B and C licenses 
hereafter. 

Test flights of a tail-first plane devel- 
oped by Focke-Wulf in Germany, aban- 
doned since a crash in 1927, are to be 
resumed. 

Luftdienst Mittelrhein G.m.b.h. is the 
name of a new flying service with head- 
quarters at Erbenheim airport, near 
Wiesbaden and Mainz, Germany. 

Rohrbach Metallflugzeugbau has been 
granted a moratorium by the German 
government, which holds 82 per cent 
of the stock, and will continue 
operations, 

Field Aeronautical Corporation of 
Cuba began operation of a taxi business 
March 23 with two planes. 

The first of 300 bombing planes or- 
dered from Italy has been delivered to 
U.S.S.R. 

Government of Panama has ordered 
circular areas of land with a diameter 
of three miles set aside in the vicinity 
of every city and large town in the 
country for future development as an 
airport. 

Comdr. Arturo Morino Benitez has 
beCT appointed assistant secretary for 
Aviation in the Chilean Ministry. 


Donati Makes Altitude Record 
ROME (ITALY) — Comdr. Renato Do- 
nati, who in January established new- 
closed circuit endurance and speed 
records for light planes of the first 
catagory (two-seaters), haS made a 
new altitude record in the same cate- 
gory with a mark of 22,252 ft. He used 
a Fiat A.S.I, powered with a Fiat A.50 
air-cooled engine of 90 hp. The former 
record of 19.^2 it- was made by a Moth 
with Gipsy-85 engine. 


British Air Budget 

service duties with a view to its pro- 
ceeding to Singapore during the current 
year. In 1930 one flying boat squadron 
will be formed, but the chief develop- 
ments will be in advancing the equip- 
ment of the Force as a whole and of the 
units which were formed in 1929 in 
particular. Two new flights, which 
were contained in the Fleet Air Arm 
program for 1929 and were deferred, 
are included in the 1930 program. It is 
proposed that a squadron of flying boats 
should carry out a cruise in the Baltic 
during the coming Summer. Excellent 
results continue to be achieved by the 
University air squadrons at O.xford and 
Cambridge, and the fact that solo flying 
in term-time is now permitted to 
members of these squadrons at both 
Universities has had the beneficial effect 
of enabling tuition in flying to be main- 
tained at full strength since their for- 
mation. 

The keynotes of the policy indicated 
by the Estimates are consolidation, 
scientific and technical development, 
and continuity in airship progress. 
There will be criticism of the continued 
limitation of the home defence program 
to 52 squadrons as the minimum con- 
sisted with safety, hut no surprise will 
be felt in existing circumstances. The 
light airplane clubs (thirteen are sub- 
sidized) will welcome a promise of con- 
tinued support. This, after present 
agreements expire, will be on the same 
basis as that given to National Flying 
Services, namely, a per capita grant of 
$50 for each qualifying member. The 
total outlay will be only $100,000, and 
the advantage to the country is very 

It is satisfactory to note that what is 
of paramount importance — research and 
experimentation — have not been per- 
mitted to suffer loss, although it may be 
remarked tliat Great Britain spends far 
less than the United States in this direc- 


To Erect Hydrogen Plant 
PERNAMBUCO (bkazil)— There is 
being shipped here by boat a portable 
plant to be used for the production of 
hydrogen with which to service the Graf 
Zeppelin on its forthcoming visit to this 
continent. Ofliciais of the Union Car- 
bon & Carbide Co. of New York City 
are accompanying the 300-ton plant and 
will have charge of its operation. 
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Spin-Proof Plane 
Demonstrated at Berlin 

BERLIN (gesmany) — A demonstra- 
tion of a plane claimed to be completely 
spin-proof was given recently at Tem- 
pelhof. The machine was the Focke- 
Wulf single-engined monoplane for six 
passengers, which is in regular com- 
mercial use between Wilhelnishaven and 
Rustringen. Its unusual qualities of 
lateral stability were noticed when it was 
tested for its license by the Experi- 
mental Aircraft Institute. 

With the owners’ consent, the chief 
test pilot of the in.stitute. Herr von 
Koppen, made three further test flights. 
The center of gravity was shifted by the 
disposition of loads as far forward and 
as far aft as possible for the first and 
last flights. The pilot's report was that 
this made no difference to the machine's 
stability and that he had found it impos- 
sible to spin it in any of the flights. 

Von Koppen stalled the machine sev- 
eral times with the engine full out or 
throttled back and each time it appeared 
to return in a narrow curve to a normal 
flying position. He stood it vertically 
on the wings with the same result. He 
then flew it low across the airport with 
the propeller little more than turning 
over and the nose well up, but in this 
position it showed no spinning tendency, 
according to the report, and answered 
readily to the lateral controls. He 
landed very slowly with the engine 
throttled back. The owners do not give 
details of the manner in which this re- 
markable stability has been achieved, 
beyond the fact that it is connected with 
the form of the wing section, which is 
reminiscent of that of the old Tauhe 
type, one of the earliest types of Ger- 
man war craft. 


Americans Plan Mexico Plant 
MEXICO CITY (Mexico) — Arrange- 
ments are being made by a group of 
American capitalists for the establish- 
ment of an airplane and engine factory 
at Monterrey, state of Nuevo Leon, ac- 
cording to press dispatches reaching 
here. The Governor of the state and the 
Monterrey Chamber of Commerce, are 
said to be interested in the project. 
Fred Hartwig and Ward E. Pierson of 
New York City and H. H. Harris of 
Chicago, have reached Monterrey in 
connection with the proposition and it 
is understood they will come here soon 
to interview President Pascual Ortiz 
Rubio with a view to obtaining a con- 
cession for the factory and a tourist 
hotel. 


Shell to Use Planes in Venezuela 
PANAMA CITY (panama)— Word 
has reached here that the Dutch Shell 
Oil Co. in Venezuela has purchased a 
number of planes for its service in the 
rich oil section in western Venezuela. 
A fleet of amphibions will be used for 
operations in the Maracaibo Lake re- 
gion where transportation now is 
chiefly by small lake steamers and over 
rough jungle trails. 


WHAT OUR 

Readers Say 


Revise Stinson Board 
To THE Edito»; 

I am virriting to call to your aiten- 
lion a trend in aviation which I be- 
lieve if permitted to continue will be 
extremely detrimental to the industry. 
1 have reference to the tribunals for 
the consideration of aviation litigation. 

Vessels navigating the water have 
long been operated under r^ulations 
defining equipment, lights, signals, 
rights of way, etc. These have been 
included into an International Code 
adopted by treaty by most of the mari- 
time nations of the world and into a 
somewhat similar set of Inland Rules 
and Great Lakes Rules adopted by 
Congress coverirtg navigation on the 
lakes and within the three mile limit. 
These rules are construed and applied 
in the Federal admiralty court by 
trained judges without juries. The 
construction of the rules has therefore 
been standardized and become known 
in a general way to navigators at sea. 

Likewise in the navigation of the 
air, regulations are appearing by 
promulgation of the Secretary of Com- 
merce under the Air Commerce Act. 
They are also appearing in State en- 
actments. Aircraft operating on many 
planes of the atmosphere will neces- 
sarily have complicated rules, prob- 
ably more complicated than navigation 
at sea. There will be as much, prob- 
ably more, need than in the admiralty 
for trained minds to construe and apply 
the rules, but there has been nothing 
done to provide a trained tribunal in 
which litigation based on these rules 
shall be considered; in fact the States 
under the Uniform Aeronautics Law 
are, in the absence of Federal legisla- 
tion, proceeding with a view to con- 
sideration of aviation questions by the 
multitude of common law judges and 
juries, who can never become trained 
in handling such matters. This prac- 
tice will in course of time leave a crop 
of ill considered and conflicting deci- 
sions. The Uniform Aeronautics Law 
will be susceptible to tinkering by 48 
State legislations, and after adoption 
will remain uniform only in name. 

It would seem advisable first that 
the regulations pertaining to aircraft 
and their operation should be uniform, 
which can be accomplished only 
through one Code adopted by the Fed- 
eral government similar to the Inland 
Rules on the water ; and that litigation 
based on this Code should be consid- 
ered by the Federal Court judges with- 
out juries in a practice analogous to 


admiralty. This is the trend which 
has taken place in England where the 
admiralty courts have been given juris- 
diction over aviation litigation as the 
occasion has arisen. 

In this country, with our Federal 
Constitution and States Rights, it is 
more difficult to work out a practical 
solution ; but it nevertheless can he 
done, and in my opinion should be done 
before aviation litigation falls into a 
chaotic practice. 

In admiralty the benefits of the pro. 
cedure are so patent that though the 
injured party always has the option of 
a common law remedy with or without 
jury he almost always chooses the ad- 
miralty tribunal. Such I believe would 
he the result if a procedure analogous 
to admiralty were adopted in aviation. 
The need of trained judges to deter- 
mine such matters is as necessary in 
one as in the other ; it is likewise obvi- 
ous that a jury of tailors and haber- 
dashers is wholly unfit to render a 
decision involving aerial navigation. 

If aeronautical circles are in favor, 
1 have no doubt that the Aviation 
Committee of any of the National Law 
Associations with the assistance of a 
Committee from Aviation Societies 
will be pleased to draft bills for sub- 
mission to Congress with a view to the 
adoption of a well considered code of 
Air Navigation Rules and to provide 
remedies analogous to admiralty and a 
trained tribunal to handle litigation 
based on these rules. 

FOYE M. MfSPHY, 

Bhdgctl, Jones, Burnham & Bingham, 
Boslou, Mass. 


Cut-Ihroat Competition 

To THE Editor; 

I think that unbeknown to them a 
very serious danger tlireatcns the con- 
tinuous advancement of the technical 
development of equipment for the 
Army Air Corps and for Naval Avia- 
tion. I refer to the present cut-throat- 
ing competition between qualified 
manufacturers for government con- 
tracts, The situation as it stands 
today, I assure you, implies that manu- 
facturers are operating on these con- 
tracts witliout profit. 

This is a situation which obviously 
cannot continue for long without dis- 
aster to the backbone of the supply 
sources of aviation materiel for the 
Army and the Navy but aside from 
this obvious conclusion there is an- 
other which should not be lost sight of 
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in any attempt which may be made 
to rectify the present situation. That 
is the fact that the continued advance 
in the technical aspect of aviation 
implies the maintenance by the various 
companies of experimental depart- 
ments which will be worthy of the 
name. You know all too well that 
there is very little in the industry 
today which promises the early 
achievement of experimental depart- 
ments corresponding to those main- 
tained by the leading companies of 
other older industries. Take General 
Electric for example. We all know to 
what extent they are prepared to de- 
vote large sums in the interest of tech- 
nical improvements. How is it that 
this company is able to make such 
large appropriations for experimental 
purposes? Simply and solely because 
in the course of years out of profils 
they have set aside sums to build up 
a Urge surplus. 

There are practically no corpora- 
tions in the airplane industry today 
which have surpluses. How are they 
going to build up these surpluses? 
Out of profits, of course. But if the 
responsible directing and contracting 
officers of the Army and Navy Air 
Services persist in their attitude that 
the securing materiel at cost or 
near cost by the Service is a smart 
thing, there will be no surpluses in the 
aircraft industry for a long time to 
come and, therefore, there must be a 
complete cessation of experinienla! 

B. F. Castle, President, 
Great Lakes Aircraft Corf. 


In Praise of American Airlines 
To THE Editor: 

1 have just read an article in your 
issue of January 4th by Lieut.-Com- 
mander Wead entitled "The Important 
Matter of Confidence and the Air Pas- 
senger’’ and 1 must confess to being 
more than mildly surprised at your 
publishing anything so destructively 
critical and at the same time, in my 
poor opinion and experience, so very 

Indeed I am inclined to hope that 
Aviation is only read by the trade and 
not by the general public: not for 
your sake, Mr. Editor, but for that of 
air transport itself. 

The writer of the article in question 
has picked out four groups as illus- 
trating American air transportation. 
I, if permitted- would like to add two 
other groups to this list- 

My group No. 1, With the purpose 
of utilizing .'American Air Transport 
lines for the first time I booked a pas- 
sage from New York to St. Louis over 
the New York Central Universal Sys- 
tem, Arriving at Cleveland early in 
the morning by train, 1 found a car 
waiting to take me to the Sying field; 
there, upon producing my "ticket sev- 
eral yards long" — but not as long as 
a railroad ticket — I was given a seat, 
one of the most comfortable seats I 
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have ever sat in, whether in plane, 
train or car, and handed several morn- 
ing papers and magazines very nicely 
presented in their leather bound covers. 
Incidentally I did not bother at all 
with my b^gage and it was apparently 
as far as I was concerned taken care 
of automatically. Weather conditions 
were extremely bad. but in spite of 
this a start was made at the scheduled 

After flying for about 30 minutes 
the weather became worse necessitat- 
ing the plane's coming down from an 
altitude of 2,000 ft. to 50 ft. In com- 
ing down one noticed no sensation of 
diving or of being thrown out of one’s 
scat, nor did one have to brace one- 
self to avoid falling. On the contrary 
it seemed to me that to one who had 
never flown before the difference in 
altitude would hardly have been per- 
ceptible. The forced landing was 
effected with extreme skill under most 
appalling conditions of thick fog, 
clouds and torrents of rain. 

Immediately the plane stopped a 
passing automobile was commandeered 
by the chief pilot, my baggage packed 
into it by the cabin boy, and I was 
taken to the nearest railroad station — 
which happened in this case to be that 
of a small village of approximately 
3,000 inhabitants- The pilot asked the 
time at which the next fast train passed 
through going in the direction I 
wantri — it was about half an hour 
later — then, producing the necessary 
authority from his pocket, arranged to 
have that train stopped for me. This 
enabled me to make a connection at 
Chicago and to arrive at St, Louis the 
same night with a loss, in spite 
of the very adverse weather condi- 
tions, of only a few hours, t/ian^s en- 
tirely to very high efficiency and per- 
fect coordination between the various 
branches of the service. 

My group No. 2. I bought a ticket 
from St. Louis to New York over the 
same system. Leaving St. Louis at 
12.45 p.m. I arrived at Chicago ahead 
of schedule, having incidentally aver- 
aged 131 m.p-h- While waiting for the 
connecting plane for Cleveland, the 
Kansas City-Chicago plane arrived, 
this having averaged 182 m.p.h. On 
leaving Chicago 4.00 p.m. (Central 
Standard Time) an excellent trip was 
made and we arrived at Oeveland 
7.35 p.m. (Eastern Standard Time), 
again ahead of schedule by 10 minutes. 
Here I must mention that having taken 
tlie trip in the month of November 
more than 60% of it was accomplished 
in complete darkness. 

While on board every possible con- 
venience was done for the comfort of 
the passengers, from the usual supply 
of papers and periodicals, writing 
paper, etc., to hot coffee and sand- 
wiches gratis, and one had the pleasure 
of several visits from the second pilot 
who, acting in a somewhat similar 
capacity to that of a Staff Captain of 
a transatlantic liner, occupied himself 
largely with tlie comfort of the pas- 
sengers. 


I would like to add here that I 
have been piloting continuously since 
1915 and have done and am continu- 
ously doing considerable travelling on 
European air lines. And it should also 
be borne in mind that American air 
passenger transportation has only been 
in existence for a few months, whereas 
European air transport l.ncs have lieen 
operating for a considerable number 
of years, completely subsidized by their 
respective govemmeiils. 

Air passenger transportation is at 
present a vast field of the utmost im- 
portance to Aviation and it will be- 
come in the near future one of even 
greater importance; but one disagrees 
entirely with Lieut.-Comraander Wead 
that to take a trip on an air line as 
it is organized in the United States 
today tends to discourage the public 
from using these lines. 

On the contrary I am convinced, and 
it has always been my experience, that, 
out of ten members of the general pub- 
lic who can be persuaded to go into 
the air for the first time, nine will 
become habitues. 

Surely it is the Job of everyone in 
Aviation Co encourage air transport 
and not to let us be discouraged by a 
few odd examples from one who, "after 
some years of active flying has, of 
necessity, drifted into other channels." 

After reading Lieul.-Commander 
Wead’s article I could not help think- 
ing of a story my father often tells. 

He was going along the road in 
I.ondon some years ago when he saw 
a man walking in the middle of the 
road and carrying a red flag ; everyone 
scattered to right and left. Consider- 
ably astonishrf my father asked a 
passer-by for an explanation. "Oh, one 
of those new-fangled motor-cars is 
coming along behind him and he has 
to clear the road first. It serves them 
right if someone gels killed; such 
thinks are against the laws of nature, 
I think; they weren't meant to be. . 

Not that Licut.-Cominander Wead 
reminds me of the passer-by: hut is he 
not perhaps waving the red flag a little 

Bouiogne, prance 
[We are exceedingly glad that Cap- 
tain Turner, who is well known to 
many Americans and especially to 
chose who have done aeronautical busi- 
ness in Paris, has received such a uni- 
formly pleasant impression of Ameri- 
can air transport. We might, in fact, 
consider that the publication of Com- 
mander Wead’s criticism had been 
justified in serving to bring out Cap- 
tain Turner’s testimonial. However, 
we cannot accept the implication that 
it is unfair or improper to make 
severely unfavorable criticisms upon 
current operations wherever they seem 
to be warranted. The conditions of 
which Commander Wead complained 
arc by no means universal, nor even 
general, nor did he so suggest. The 
operations of air transport companies, 
like other commercial activities, are of 
variable quality, and most of us who 


have traveled extensively by air have 
had some radically unfavorable im- 
pressions to mix with pleasant ones. 
To call attention to the errors that 
have been made or are likely to be 
made is, we believe, a greater service 
than to engage in undiscriminating 
applause. We repeat, however, our 
hearty satisfaction in being able to 
print Captain Turner’s communica- 
tion,-Ed.] 


Airlines Over French Colonies 
[The following letter comes from Mr. 
D. O. Baudouy, American represent- 
ative of die Compagnie Generale 
.\cropostale, or Lat^oere Air Lines 
the operations of these lines in Europe, 
North and West Africa, and South 
America were described in an article 
in Aviation for February 1, compiled 
from information supplied by Mr. 
Baudouy. It comes in response to a 
personal letter from the Editor of 
Aviation, who expressed profound 
regret at the report then appearing in 
the daily press that the French Gov- 
ernment would stand in the way of 
the free development of air transport 
in Latin-Anierica by refusing Amer- 
ican companies the right to pass over 
French Colonial territory unless they 
gave special and extraordinary privi- 
leges to the Compagnie Generale 
Aeropostalc. Mr. Baudouy, as will be 
seen from his letter, denies the correct- 
ness of the statement of his govern- 
ment’s attitude and of the interpreta- 
tion placed thereon. — Ed.] 

To THE Editor : 

I duly received your letter of the 
Ilth inst. and I believe 1 must write 
to you to try to dissipate the impres- 
sion under which you appear to be. 

Quite a good deal of nonsense and 
untrue statements have appeared in the 
Press lately regarding the question of 
flying rights over the French Colonies 
of the West Indies and Guiana and 
I am not surprised at the uneasiness 
which people, who have at heart the 
interests of Aviation, may have felt 

Statements placing the French 
Government and Compagnie Generale 
Aeropostale in the light of the villain 
or rogue trying to squeeze American 
Air-Transport Companies and to pre- 
vent, through a refusal to grant the 
right to fly over some of the French 
Colonics, an economical expansion of 
American interests in South America, 
are too ridiculous to be true and can 
have no other purpose lhan to mislead 
Public Opinion and create an atmos- 
phere of unpleasantness. However we 
must not forget that when it comes to 
Aviation people are inclined to be 
prompt in “going up in the air” and 
little attention should be paid to such 
statements as any one who has come 
in contact with Officials of the French 
Ministry of Air or of the large French 
Air-Transport Companies, know that 
they do not agree with the broadmind- 
edness and sportsmanship shown by 
them at all times in any matter con- 
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reeled with Aviation. Col. Lindbergh, 
Admiral Byrd and lately the aviators 
Larre-Borges and Challes can vouch 

Of course it is not my task to defend 
the stand taken by the French Govern- 
ment hut I know that the circumspec- 
tion shown in granting flying rights 
over the French Colonies of the West 
Indies and Guiana is not based on a 
fear to see American firms in a much 
more advantageous position in compe- 
tition with European business houses, 
as the public was led to believe, but is 
merely due to the fact that the French 
Government subsidizing Compagnie 
Generale Aeropostale and having a 
large interest in this Company, con- 
siders it only logical to gyant such fly- 
ing rights to Companies which arc 
willing to play a fair and square game 
of ball with Aeropostale and operate in 
harmony in South American countries 
where Aeropostale has done all the 
pioneering work in connection with 
Air-Lines. 

Neither the Frencli Government, 
nor Compagnie Generale Aeropostale, 
are afraid of competition provided it 
is a constructive one. As is the case 
for other means of transportation 
either in the domestic field or in the 
international one, (Railways, steam- 
ships, etc.) competition can only be 
constructive if there is between com- 
petitors a true and genuine co-opera- 
tion which can lead to improvement in 
.service, speed, efficiency, etc. This 
co-operation is, as far as I know, the 
only thing which the French Govern- 
ment and Compagnie Ginerale Aero- 
postale are asking from American 
Companies and you will admit that 
that is not the obviously impossible 
conditions which were represented. 

As far as Compagnie Generale 
Aeropostale is concerned, I can state 
here positively that this Company has 
never asked from any American Com- 
pany to provide airdrome facilities in 
South America and to grant it free 
use of these facilities, as stated in the 
New York Times of February 7th, 
1930; nor has it, as stated in the 
New York Times of February 9th 
1930 "Speaking through the French 
Government, made an agreement con- 
tingent upon an American promise to 
carry mails for the French Company 
wherever this would be to the ad- 
vantage of the French concern." 

On the contrary, when approached, 
during 1929, by an American Company 
with a view to help in establishing as 
quickly as possible an Air service be- 
tween the United States of America 
and Argentine, along the Atlantic 
Coast, Compagnie Genirale Aeropost- 
ale did not hesitate to express its will- 
ingness to enter into a tentative agree- 
ment with this American Company and 
to place at its disposal the use of its 
20 landing fields located between Natal 
and Buenos Aires. Temporary rights 
to fly over and stop at the French Col- 
onies of the West Indies and Guiana 
were obtained for a period of two 
months from the French Government. 

It may be that the present attack 


against tlie French Government and 
Compagnie Generale Aeropostale is 
due to the fact that at the expiration 
of the delay of two months the flying 
rights tvere not renewed by the former 
and the use of the landing fields was 
withdrawn by tlie latter, but the Amer- 
ican Company should know better. 

For almost two years I personally 
have endeavored to convince American 
Companies contemplating to operate 
Air-Lines in South America and long 
before they started such operation, that 
it would be in the interest of all Com- 
panies concerned to enter into a work- 
ing agreement whereby tariffs, sched- 
ules and all other matters of interest to 
each Company would be taken in con- 
sideration and worked out in dose co- 
operation, and nothing has given me 
more pleasure than the article pub- 
lished in the issue of Aviation of Jan- 
uary 2Sth under the caption “The Race 
for Unity" in which you develop the 

But instead of Unity what do we see 
at the present time? Two American 
Companies engaged in a keen rivalry 
and competition In South America and 
giving vent to their feelings with such 
an animosity as not only to surprise 
•South Americans hut even to begin to 
somewhat alarm Americans them- 

And which could be the attitude of 
the French Government and of Com- 
pagnie Generale Aeropostale, in face 

circumspection and expectancy. 

These are, very frankly outlined, my 
views oil the subject which interests 
you. I hope you will find them reason- 
able. 

D, O- Baudouy. 

D. 0. Boudouy & Co., 
New York Cily. 
[We greatly appreciate Mr. Baudouy’s 
willingness to present his views so 
fully and frankly, but this authorita- 
tive statement of the French position 
still leaves us somewhat concerned. It 
still implies that the right to fly across 
national territory is a proper subject 
of commercial negotiation with individ- 
ual commercial enterprises, and may 
be granted or withheld, in return for 
commercial concessions, to companies 
which in Mr. Baudouy's own words 
“are willing to play a fair and square 
game of ball and operate in harmony." 
It remains our own view that the right 
of passage through Che air should be 
universally reco^ized, subject of 
course to reciprocity between govern- 
ments or reprisal against those which 
have not accepted the principle, and 
that international air traffic should be 
subjected only to the minimum of con- 
trol indispensable in the interest of 
safety. — Ed.] 


Marking Towns 
To The Editor; 

Referring to your editorial “Mark- 
ing Blankville.” in the December issue 
of Aviation. I think that it is high 
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lime that definite steps were taken 
toward having every town of any size, 
and smaller towns if they are on 
travelled airways and not near larger 
marked towns, properly marked for the 
air traveller. 

Flying from Wichita a short time 
ago I lost my way and had to come 
down within a hundred feci of the 
housetops to read the name of a town 
on the railroad station. That en- 
dangered my life and the lives of the 
people who might have been hit if my 
motor bad quit at that psychological 
moment. 

Marking a town for the airmen is 
such an easy thing to do, and so inex- 
pensive, that it seems to me every town 
in tlie country should be willing to help 
aviation at least to this extent. And 
for the time and money expended no 
greater help could possibly be rendered. 

I don't quite agree with you that in 

.advantage by properly marking it for 
the pilot and air traveller. Many a 
lime, flying over California wherein 
the Standard Oil Company has marked 
many communities, I have blessed the 
oil company for its thoughtfulness and 
remembered the name of the town 
when I never would under any other 
circumstances. If a town is adequately 
marked practically every pilot, and 
many passengers, will see the name 
and that is worth a lot to any com- 
munity. 

You're right in your statement that 
"no chapter of the National Aero- 
nautical Association should rest easy 
so long as an unmarked town is within 
fifty miles of its headquarters.” And, 
frankly, I think the N.A.A. could be 
more aggressive in following up Its 
various chapters to see that this is 

With human nature as it is, I doubt 
whether the air marking of communi- 
ties will become general until it is 
made compulsory and I sincerely hope 
that this will soon he the case; and in 
this wi.sh I know that 1 am joined by 
my brother pilots. 

Eablk Ovinoton, 
5an(o Barbara, Calif. 


The Right Kind of Puhlieily 

To the Editor ; 

Thank you for the editorial article 
on “Publicity That Helps tiie Indus- 
try" (from Aviation, for Dec. 14. 
1929). 

It is really to be regretted that the 
average newspaper reader ; and not 
one of us is an exception; likes to read 
sensational stories with our morning 
coffee. Ordinary news regarding avi- 
ation holds the interest of those 
directly connected with the aircraft in- 
dustry but does not appeal to the lay- 
man. There are so many interesting, 
but not sensational flights being made 
every day, which if written up in the 
right manner and broadcast in the 
newspapers, would do more than any- 
thing else to educate the general pub- 
lic and give them the confidence to use 
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the air lines more than they do at the 

I can cite a few instances which to 
me are most interesting, but I doubt if 
more than a half a dozen people ever 
Feard of them. 

One is a flight Ralph Lockwood, 
then with the Fairchild Airplane Com- 
pany, made several months ago all 
over the Western states, accomoanied 
by his wife and daughter. It was 
interesting to me to hear him say that 
on long jumps of from three to five 
hours his daughter, Marilyn, would 
play around the cabin for an hour or 
so and then lie down on a pile of 
cushions and sleep the remaining 
hours of the flight. Ralph flew from 
New York to Los Angeles, then north 
to Seattle, then across to St. Paul, 
then to Chicago and back to New 
York. 

Another case is James M. Johnson, 
belter known as "Jimmy" Johnson, 
who is a sales pilot for the Buhl Air- 
craft Company of Marysville. Michi- 
gan. Last summer he flew to Toronto 
several week-ends with his wife and 
three small children, and he often 
lakes his wife on flying trips to New 
York, and at present she is with him 
on a trip to Los Angeles and back. 

This is an example of only two cases 
and there must be hundreds of them all 
over the country. 

Quite a number of the newspapers 
have aviation editors, who, I really 
think are trying to get the aviation 
news into the papers in the right way. 
but as you say a great many accidents 
are laid to the “Tail Spin" that may 
be caused by other things. 

Another sensational news item is 
that such and such a plane caught fire 
hundreds of feet in the air and 
plunged to earth in a flaming mass, 
whereas if the truth be known it would 
reveal that the plane fell from some 
unknown cause and caught fire after it 
crashed. Still another error that the 
newspapers make is that such and 
such a plane fell from so many thou- 
sand feet and crashed, whereas, in nine 
chances out of ten the plane was under 
control until it was very close to the 
ground, but the nature of the landing 
field was such that a good landir^ 
could not be made and a crash was the 

Accidents are bad enough but if a 
plausible reason is given for the crash 
the average layman would understand 
and by getting the proper outlook 
would gradually outgrow his timidity 
for flying. 

Walter E. Lees, 
Aeronautical Service Engineer, 
Packard Molar Car Co. 

[It is hardly possible for us to make 
^itorial comment on the above letter, 
because we so very completely agree 
with every word of it. We hope that 
his sentiments on publicity and on the 
value of safe and sane flying and the 
necessity of disseminadng information 
concerning it will be generally taken 
to heart. — Ed.) 


P ROBABLY, and almost certainly, most 
people think less of danger when 
traveling by auto than when traveling 
in any other way. Some people never 
think of danger in any form of travel. 
And there are some who may have a 
special fear of auto travel or of some 
other particular form of travel because 
of personal experiences, but most per- 
sons today travel more by auto than 
otherwise and everybody tends to feel 
that what is most customary is most 

We do not think of the automobile 
accidents of which we have heard 
when we step into an automobile, bui 
those of us who travel little by train 
may think of railroad accidents when 
we board a train, those of us who have 


traveled little or not at all in the air 
or on the ocean will be pretty apt to 
think of airplane accidents and steam- 
ship wrecks when we step into a plane 
or board a vessel. 

Comparative safety is something we 
can ascertain by studying the figures, 
but our feeling of comparative safety 
depends upon custom and personal ex- 
perience. and, on this account, while 
wc are hardened to automobile acci- 
dents and pass over the daily news of 
them as indifferently as we do the 
deaths of strangers from old age or 
disease recounted in the obituary col- 
umns, we read of a shipwreck or an 
airplane disaster with a shudder of 
apprehension and our imagination pic- 
tures it for us with realistic details and 
in undimmed colors. 

Nashville Tennessean. 
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Wing Strength 

The Torsional Strength or Wings, 
By C. P. Burgess; N.A.C.A. Technical 
Report No. 329. 

I T IS NOW generally conceded that 
tlie placing of strong drag bracing 
r tlie top and bottom surfaces of a 
ig is advantageous structurally, and 
.... idea has already been utilized in 
.several modem designs. Up to the 
present time, however, no reasonably 
simple method of calculating the con- 
tribution of such a system of drag 
bracing to the torsional strength of a 
wing has been known. This report 
describes a means of calculating the 
torsional strength of wings having effi- 
cient drag bracing. The method is ap- 
plicable to both two-spar and multi- 
spar construction. 

The elastic axis or centroid of the 
u-ing is defined as the line across 
whicli a transverse force may be ap- 
plied without causing any rotation of 
the wing section. The position of tliis 
axis from the leading edge may be 
calculated by taking the sum of the 
moments of inertia of the spars at the 
ection under investigation, multiplied 
y their respective distances from the 
leading edge, and dividing this sum by 
the sum of the moments of inertia. For 
convenience, the resultant force acting 
on the wings should be divided into 
forces acting through the elastic axis, 
and a pure torsional couple. For wings 
with negligible shearing deflections. 


which is the usual case, if the resultant 
of the load normal to the chord passes 
through the elastic axis, there is no 
rotation of the wing sections, and, pro- 
viding the ribs are rigid, all spars have 
equal deflections and are loaded in 
direct proportions to their moments of 
inertia. The running load, to, on each 
spar due to a total running load, IV, 
acting through the elastic centroid, is 
given by k> = M!s/HU' where s is 
the distance of the spar from the 
centroid. 

To calculate the stresses the prin- 
ciple of least work is applied. The 
stress, S, in any member of the struc- 
ture, due to the unit torsional couple, 
M. is given as 5 = Fo 3CS„ where. 
Sc is the stress resulting from the 
couple M, opposed only by the spars 
of the determinate structure. The other 
part, XS, results from the forces in the 
redundant drag bracing, X is the frac- 
tion of M resisted by the drag bracing; 
and S, is the stress resulting from an 
imaginary condition of internal forces 
in which the spars and the drag brac- 
ing act against each other in torsion 
with an intensity equal to — M in the 
spars, and -f-.W in the drag bracing. 
Or, S, equals — i'o plus the stress due 
to Af applied to the drag bracing. 

X is then the only unknown quan- 

The total internal work is designated 
by IV. and is given by W = EfFo + 
XS,Y L/2AE. where L is the leng* 
of section under consideration. A is 
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the cross-sectional area of the nieiii- 
hers at that section, and £ is the mod- 
ulus of elasticity of the material. X 
can then be obtained from the equation 
derived from that for If; 


•s,vs^, 

^ ~ HUS,' 


= L/.-i. 


To illustrate this method of analysis, 
the stresses at a section of the large 
steel tubular, three-spar wing of the 
Huff Daland XHB monoplane were 
calculated. As a check of the validity 
of the method the calculated stresses 
were compared with those measured by 
strain gages when the wing was static 
tested. Errors introduced by the in- 
accuracies of the electric telemeter 
strain gages prevented a very close 
check of results, but comparison of the 
figures indicated that the theory was 
more accurate than the method of 
measuring the stresses in this test. 

The torsional strength of a wing de- 
termines very largely the distribution 
of air forces upon it, and the tendency 
to flutter. Insufficient torsional strength 
produces wash-in or an increasing 
angle of attack toward the wing tips 
in the high incidence condition, fur- 
ther increasing the load on the front 
spar in the condition which is already 
most severe. Conversely, torsional 
yielding in the low incidence and nose 
dive conditions produces washout of 
the wing shape and may exaggerate 
the critical condition for the rear spar. 
The mathematical theory of the forces 
producing flutter is not yet sufficinitly 
far advanced to determine by direct 
calculation the critical air speed at 
which flutter will commence. Com- 
parison with successful practice must 
still be the principle criterion upon 
which to judge the adequacy of the 
torsional strength of a new design of 
a wing. To facilitate such comparison 
Mr. Burge.ss derives a coefficient for 


oei = m /iwqro = m/croi. 
EA/S'L, where M is the torsional 
bending moment, 0 is the angular 
twist in length L, q is the aerodynamic 
head, £ the wing area, b the chord, IV 
the internal work, £ the modulus of 
elasticity, A the cross-sectional area, 
and .S' the total stress. 

This coefficient when applied to the 
XHB wing with and without drag 
bracing shows a torsional rigidity six 
and one-tenth times greater with the 
drag bracing than without it. This 
emphasizes the importance of an effi- 
cient drag brace system in improving 
the torsional rigidity of a wing. 


Water Preaaure on Floats 
Water Pressure Distributios ox a 
Twin-Float Searlaxe, By F. L. 
Thamfison; N.A.Co4. Technical Rc- 
porl No. S2S. 

A r THE request of the Bureau of 
Aeronautics, Navy Efepartment, 
the N.A.C.A. undertook a series of in- 
vestigations to determine water pres- 
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South Bend Lathe 

T he South Bend I.atlie Works has 
just introduced a new 0 in. lathe 
which, like the previous lighter models, 
is a back-gearetl screw-cutting precision 
tool, but is distinctly different from for- 
mer models in design. Its principal 
modification is a new hcadslock having 
a three-step cone of I| in. width which, 
according to the manufacturer, delivers 
25 per cent more power than was pos- 
sible on earlier models. 

Anollier change is provision of a new- 
back gear shaft oiling system to protect 
tJic shaft from harmful effects of ne- 



glect or careless lubrication. Better 
oiling of spindle bearings is also pro- 
vided and the spindle carries a new seal 
to prevent the accumulation of oil on tlie 
outside of the headstock. The new rear 
guards which strengthen the headstock 
casting, and a new means of securing 
the headstock to the lathe bed insure 
permanence of alignment of the bead- 
stock spindle and adapt this lathe to 
most precision machining in the manu- 
facturing plant, machine shop and engi- 
neering laboratory. It is available in 
several styles and sizes, and with coun- 
tersliaft or motor drive. 


Kipp Air Grinder 

A new tool for die makers, metal pat- 
tern makers and similar skilled 
artisan,? lias recently been aimaunced ly 
the .Madison-Kipp Corporation of Madi- 
son, Wisconsin, manufacturers of lubri- 
cators and die casting machines. Tool- 
makers and precision mechanics will find 
the grinder useful for such work as 
making special end mill.? and getting 
just the proper radius and clearance on 
lathe and shaper tools. 

The grinder is held in tlie hand and 
used somewhat in the way tliat a man 
uses a fountain pen. The overaii length 
is 81 in., the barrel diameter slighth 
under 1 in. and the weight is 12 oz. In 


the liousing at the upper end of the 
grinder a turbine wheel is carried on a 
spindle. Compressed air. applied by 
means of a special porting arrangement, 
provides a spindle speed of 40,000 r.p.ni. 
This produces a surface speed in excess 
of a mile a minute, even with a half- 
inch wheel, so that a rapid grinding 
action is produced- The upper bearing 
is a grease-seal ball bearing, and the 
lower liearing a special bronze. Both 
are provided with lubrication devices so 
that long service is assured. The ex. 
haust ajr acts to keep the bearings cool 

The grinder complete for shipment in- 
cludes liose, air connections and four 
grinding wheels. A variety of small 
grinding wheels in many shapes is 
available. 


Gliddeii Pontoon Coating 

'^HRouuii the emulsification of asplialt 
T and water by a special process the 
Gliddeii Company, Cleveland, Ohio, has 
recently developed a pure .asphalt coat- 
ing for the interior of pontoons known 
as the No, 12 Interior Pontoon Coating. 
This product loses none of the asphaltic 
oils when water evaporation takes place, 
hut the asphalt particles coalesce or flow 
together, forming a pure asphalt coating 
wliicli is waterproof and elastic. 


Backfire Trap 

A backfire trap developed by the 
•T^M- L. Oberdorfer Brass Company. 
Syracuse, N. Y. is now being introduced 
to the aviation field to meet the need 
for sucli a device both as an air cleaner 
and as a safety precaution. 'The device 
is attached to the air intake of the car- 
buretor and can be used with practically 
any type of carburetor. It is made 
throughout of non-corrosive metals and 
will stand the force of terrific backfire. 

The backfire trap acts as an effective 
cleaning device, providing ample air 
flow and thus aiding the proper per* 
tormaiice of the motor, ft consists of 
a series of concentric cylinders. The 



TRADE CATALOGS -'il 

► FloodUghting. A highly illustrated 
bulletin entitled "Floodlighting for 
Recreation" shows how through the 
medium of floodlighting large areas may 
be illuiuiiiated at night. The illustra- 
tions include types of illumination suit- 
able for athletic fields, tennis courts and 

► Lebanon jnrnaee. "How Lehaiioii 
/\dds a New Chapter to the Story of 
Steel Castings” is the title of a folder 
recently issued by the Lebanon Steel 
Foundry. The outstanding features 
of their new continuous, oil burning 
furnace are presented, together with a 
discussion of the metallurgical advan- 
tages of the quench and draw treat- 
ment obtained by the furnace. 

► Manley compressors. Information 
that will assist service station operators 
to .select the proper compressor for their 
needs is included in a new catalog on 
Manley Air Compressors just issurf by 
the Manley Manufacturing Company. 


flame of a backfire explosion is forced 
into the trap where it is broken up into 
hundreds of tiny jets. It then has to 
force its way through three louvered 
sections which further break up the 
force and flame and also reverse the 
direction. During the process the gases 
are cooled to the point of harmlessness. 


“X” Liquid 

■ IQUID "x" for repairing or preventing 
-L' leaks in Iieatiiig and power sys- 
tems may be obtained from the Canfield 
Supply Company, Kingston, N. Y. “X” 
is a combinallon of chemicals producing 
a true liquid which mixes freely with 
water. On being poured or injected 
into hot water, it seals the leaks as it 
trickles out and comes in contact with 


Goodyear Gasket Cement 

A GASKET CEMENT said to retain its 
Aielasticity in use has just been placed 
on the market by the Goodyear 'Tire & 
Rubber Company, Akron, Ohio. The 
cement, which is made of orange shellac 
and other elastic gums, is used to hold 
cylinder head gaskets in place while the 
head is being replaced and to form a 
seal that will insure a leakproof gasket 
joint. This product is also suitable for 
other uses in the airplane such as the 
fastening and waterproofing of electric 
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FIRE! 

— and the thermometer below zero! 

— ordinary extinguishers emptied 
because of the cold, or in a 
heated building far away! 



BADGER’S 

Non-Freeze Fire Engine 

will kill the fire! Even temperatures 
of 40° below zero or lower can’t freeze 
or clog this engine. Leave it in an un- 
heated hangar or shed — on the flying 
field if you like. Regardless of cold 
or heat, one lever starts a big, power- 
ful stream that puts out any ordinary 
fire before it gets dangerous. You 
should have this complete, year-round 
fire protection for your airport, han- 
gar, or plant. Badger offers the only 
40 gallon non-freeze engine which is 
tested and recommended for use by 
the Underwriters' Laboratories and 
Factory Mutuals. Send for full in- 
formation and prices — TODAY! 

BADGER PRODUCTS include a com. 
piece line of Band graced fire fighting 

acid, and Cariran Tetrachloride typer. 

BADGER FIRE EXTINGUISHER CO. 

962 PARK SQUARE BUILDING, BOSTON, MASS. 



Our wide 
experience 


in the field of 

AUTOMOTIVE 

ENGINES 

makes us a 
most practical source 

fo’’ 

AIRPLANE 

SPRINGS 

on a production or 
experimental basis 

COOK SPRING CO. DIVISION 


OF BARNES-GIBSON. RAYMOND iNC- 
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

OEIROII DIVISION 6400 MILLER AVE., DETROII 
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Plowman 
lifts his head 


I A /ITH bare bands, the plow- 
1 / 1 / man fought for his food. Hun- 
“ ’ ger harried him . . . bent his 
back, bowed his head. 


Then the machine . . . freedom . . . time 
to cultivate his fellows as well as his 
fields ... to live, to think, to be. 



Industry gave every man a hundred 
hands . . . farms produced more with 
less men. Millions of workers flowed 
from farm to factory. Swiftly industry 
expanded, became complex. 

As the pace grew faster there was a 
vital, growing need for the interchange 
of experience. Men of industry had 
to keep constantly informed of Indus- 
try's activities and progress ... of the 
current news and developments in their 
own specialized fields. Out of these 
needs came the industrial press — the 
McGraw-Hill Publications. 

Today 600,CXX) men of industry, the 
very men who lead, guide and operate 
the modern business world, read the 
McGraw-Hill Publications because 
they realize that they must read . . . 
or fall behind! They are paid in advance 
subscribers. Each has placed a cash 
value on the information that the 
McGraw-Hill Publications bring him. 


PUBLICATIONS 

Detroit - St. Louis - Cleveland - Los Angeles - San Francisco - Boston - Greenville - London 



AVIATION 

March 29, mo 



Vteel^awgars 


♦ PERMANENT • 

- FIRE-PROOF • 

- LOW COST • 




viedge and 


The Thomas &. Armstrong Company 

Airplane Hangar Dirision 
Dept. Q7 

LONDON. OHIO 


D 

Don’t Crack p Good Take Up 

Don’t Peel E Good Fill 

Don’t Rot S Easy to Apply 


• > 



Conlrcclars la United Sinles Govirnmen! 


PERRY-AUSTEN MFG. CO. 


Main Offio and Works: Grasmere, Staten Island, N. Y. 
Tel. Donsan HMIa 707 



Do you know 
that . . . 

each nioiilh our subscription 
department receives more 
tlian 1 50 requests for “Back" 
issues of AVIATION? 

❖ « ❖ 

If we printed extra copies of 
our weekly issues, we would 
be glad to comply with these 
requests, but unfortunately 
we have no way of knowing 
in advance just how many of 
our newsstand readers tvill 

* ❖ * 

But We Do Knotc — that each 
of these requests indicates a 
reader has “missed” just the 
issue lie could make valued 

Insure your receiving 
Aviation regularly by 
filling in the coupon 
below, today 


AVIATION 

lOlh Ave. at 36lh Street, N. Y. C. 

Here ie my check for S4.00. Send me Avialion (or 
1 year (52 copiee). 

>ame 


City and Stale . . . 

Nnlurc of Aclivily 

Subscriiitlon Balot I’. S. 84. Canada 


$S, Fo 


Two WORLDS 

RECORDS 




'Lrst 

WORLD’S DISTANCE 

FLIGHT 1650 

(NONSTOP) 

FOR LIGHT PLANES 


//mi 


In a grueling non-stop test o( both ship 
and pilot, D. S. (Barney) Zimmerly, 
chief test pilot for Nicholas-Beazlev, flew 
a Barling NB3 all metal-srructured low 
wing monoplane from Brownsville, 
Texas, to Winnipeg, Canada, in less 
than 16 hours. This distance of 1650 
miles at an average speed of 103 miles 
per hour is dramatic evidence of the 
stamina and ability of the Barling NB3. 


^cl now 



7 WORLDS 
M ALTITUDE 
RECORD/ 

J FOR LIGHT PLANES 

H30, during the World’s Air Exposition at 


Bailing NB*3 







Just Ordinary Safegaurds 
On a Business Investment 



B. RUSSELL SUaW CXX 



Tyccs 

METEOROLOGICAL 

INSTRUMENTS 

for 

AIRPORTS 
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Zapon products 
give assurance 
in the air 

In every sort of weather, in every land, in 
thousands of miles of hard flying service, 
Zapon tested products consistently prove 
their worth. In aviation there is no compro- 
mise for safety — endurance — dependability. 
Zapon’s intensive system of testing and in- 
spection of both chemical and physical 
properties insure the highest quality Stand- 

Clear Nitrate Aeroplane Dopes 
Semi Pigmented Aeroplane Dopes 
Gloss Pigmented Aeroplane Dopes 
Also Thinners, Lacquer Enamels 
and Lacquer Primers 

[siiSiiil 

THE ZAPON COMPANY 



Department 
of Commerce 
Uses 

SAFETY CHUTES 


SW ITLIK 

Parachute and Equipment 
Company 

THKNTON, N. j. 
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AEIROIL 

Shock Absorbing^ LandingStruts 

to’^Tdirg's^" TK°« cir.«l4^V Prnmotic 

Tool Coiopool, CMgiuI, Ohio. 4Th* Componv 
olto o»ori o )ioo oI Fioo oi.-op«roW<i 



MACHINES and TOOLS Fof FACILITATING 
SHEET METAL OPERATIONS in AIR 
CRAFT CONSTRUCTION 
Cotalosue No. 25- A F><« lor the sskinj 
THE PECK, STOW 8 WILCOX CO., Southington, Conn. 


'4 

3 TheBudd 

3 Wheel Company 

< Makers of 

< Wheels for airplanes 

< 

4 PHILADELPHIA AND DETROIT 


Only reliable products 
can be continuously 
advertised 


AEROI^STRUT 


“Opportunity” Advertising: 

Think “SEARCHLIGHT” First! 





A V I AT I O ^ C O R P O R AT I O X 

li^BERT-ST. LOUIti AIRPORT. A Mi I. U M . MISSOIRI j 
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ATTENTION! 


Bird Prices Reduced 


DEALERS: 

We have a very attractive and 
profitable sales proposition to offer. 
Write for full details, factory co- 
operation, etc. 


Name the ship, with the same horsepoiver, that can compare vilh ihe "Bird" 
in performance, slabilily, construction, and appearance. 

'•ASK THE PILOT WHO FLIES ONE” 

BRUNNER WINKLE AIRCRAFT CORPORATION 

1-17 Haverkamp Street, Glendale, Long Island, New York 






HOLLEY CARBURETORS 


POSITIVE “PICK UP” 

+ EASY STARTING 

'T^HE acceleration is taken care of 
by a pump with special features so 
that it gives a prolonged action. 
Further it automatically releases when 
the throttle is opened and dosed too 
quickly thus preventing “over pump- 
ing.” Finally the fuel discharges into 
the center of the air stream. 


Descriptive literature, jours for the asking, 
CARBURETOR gives full details of design, construction, con- 

SPECIALISTS "“I =■''<) adjustment. 

SINCE 1905 Write today 

HOLLEY CARBURETOR COMPANY 

Detroit, Michigan 
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Aircraft Service Directory 


ir^dvotiseiiieiil 


HASKELITE 




R Craft Parts 


HUSSANP AIRCRAFT SPECIALTIES 




CONmU^™!^ 


Nitrate Dopes 

Crystal Clear Nilraie Dopes conior 


JOHN S. COX AND SON 


n Pins for Aircraft 




AERIAL PHOTOS 

A Job for Speeiatisls 




New England Airways, Inc. 


PITCH INDICATOR I 
FrubK*iwsllPr«dueli | I 


Pitch&Bank 

INDICATOR 


TRIUMPH 

IfSilll'SE’ 

7rrsSS.I.¥Jx;’ 


MAGNETOS 


STEARMAN, 
KITTYHAWK and 
AEROMARINE KLEMM 


I "A. A." SERVICE 
EQUIPMENT, SUPPLIES 



Phoenix Clear Nitrate Dope 


PHOENIX AIRCRAFT PRODUCTS C 


This Is 

The Center 


for the advertising of 
all kinds of business 
opportunities in the 
aeronautical field. 

Whether you want a 
propeller, a motor or a 
complete airplane. A 
position, high class 
help, a business partner 
or an airport, an 
advertisement in the 
Searchlight Section 
will help you. 

All inquiries anstueretl 
pramplly 


SEARCHLIGHT DEPT. 


HERE TO FLY 



FOGG FLYING SCHOOL 


Ho, 


SHPl 






'CHo, 


°ls 





LEARN to FLY 

with 

CURTISS WRIGHT 


industry. Learn to fly the Curtiss 
Wright woy at one of the 40 
schools. Write for free booklet. 
CURTISS WRIQHT FLYING SERVICE 




I, S. OEP'T OF COMMERCE^ 
APPROVED TRANSPORT,^ 
GROUND & FLYING,. 
SCHOOL 


^^111 THE PERFECT 

TAKE-OFF FOR YOUR 

R ill FLYING CAREER... 

OOSEVELT 

AVIATION SCHOOL 






A National System of Governmont 
Approved Aviation Schools 


UNIVERSALAVIATION SCHOOLS 




FLY 

FOR SPORT OR PROFIT 


SIS wr'hV. -- “ 

MOHAWK .AIRWAYS 

ALBANY AIRPORT 




Four Way Field 
Altoona Aircraft Corp. 


'&&rss«‘iis£ 

UUa>, F&tUVil»ten. I 


ITCAIRNAVIATION 
oi Pennsylvania, Inc. 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

WINDTUNNEL 

AerodyDsmlcol Research. Compleie 

Tunnel, Fljinf and Demons.ra.ion 
Models Made, 

Lowest Rates 
Far lurlbn inlarmalhn ,ari„.- 

AERONAUTICAL RESEARCH 
LABORATORY 

Youngberg, Brown 8C 
Youngberg 
Airport Engineers 

DR. MAX M. MUNK 

ConjKllrnj Aeronautical Engineer 

Complete Airport 

Construction Service 

Surveys, Designs, Construction 

B^AND B C^OTRWmOS COj^i 

Do not hesitate to ask 

^ Pnlei»onal_^Daeclo^ 

Searchlight Section 

FOR SALE 

FOR SALE 

FOR SALE 

®*52*n!?ior »oo‘ i“5> 'moo! 

On^Uho neir S700^, JToone^ Coicpaiu. 18B 

a.aoO^fo^QUlck i^e.^^^Uohone Boah Bock- 

CTtCTSS-BOSlK. I>»Jee' *e!lOT 

oierbaokNl and Uillerl'iine Pnee M.OOO 1 
ja\-e poroh^^ larctr ship. A. A. Parker, 

‘i25'‘'tbin so “Mup.*''pSrcb'Sd’ la" 

&naS'’So.''*E«*pm?nl''Vnc1fid<^*bank, lorn, 
ketn. C. B. CarroU. Pboenla Blda.. Ulnneaeolla. 


FOR SALE: Law lOM model «0. Waco. _ Uke 

r'sF^^^eSrNH&u 

molor-inoDnt snd all Oumn. Flral rastamable 
oBo^ *Y’*k^' *”■ *' 

Ko5er?°A?rcral!'^ra^'si. SlS'ea.*!??' 

aril 

nlr iroed and booic nnd lorn InJlcaiora. .Fiojm 

k-S 5 .',Si"- 5 b 3S& 

is£ j;'.rS' f ■" 

FOR SALE; Cballenarr RnWn wilb wheels 
skll. nnd Edo Ijoal Mucpnieni, ainnd^^- 

:s; •K-r.i:;s'to“s;::LS* 

Slrnl. Gtodale. Lons lalanil N. T 

rOR SALE: Salmaon 9H3llnder. 230 hO. 

,S'.»r-iS3S' 

Loe.iled j^n^Al|^amB. ^M-m.^AvinUiiti, Tcnlb 

SS«S«3-i£: 

KOR SALE- At onSnal 

^FsTTnl^AvrouSn, ATe.'°s? sSlb SI.. 

FOR SALE: Wnco VTbirlwInd. Bendis brskes 
am?'^n!otop'"lilie*m!w^ ^^ceiitcd Noe. second 

J^S;e?t'- sritJSr'oJiS.'g.eK""" 

ne»ly coi-ered. Blablllaer* and Rudilera. 

c5tLrnn?n°hni^lliSyvrt 
S90o‘!'°T<aw'’'otKr ®Jfalora'.'‘’''RUwJs ^Pljltir 


SACRIFICE SALE ^ 

^ J-5 STANDAI^ ^ j 
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.4. + 

SiEAMceoGiiT Section 


EMPLOYMENT and BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES— USED 



id SURPLUS NEW EQUIPMENT 







FOR SALE 

POSITIONS VACANT 

POSITIONS WANTED 

SnSS!' ■1740’ BsunTtO vd!.*'PllT«buS^^ 

3sB"£s1JS^ 

on“rbai.°"fa?“f,Sf ssSi °df Vol^^tt.^i; 

?oSi! ‘n'ri^ 

'A’!i.“ pt''»‘£.n?i?;sS^L' 

ivfcrrnriw!''il. NerscnTllS^eBlh^t. Jdoitae.'lli’ 

1 : 

TRANSPORT pUol warned to By OX.6, Cballen- 
^ eer. SIBO ^a k Aviation. Tetilb 

21H3 May Slrvct. Fort Worth. Teicas. 
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Have You Any 
Interest in Aviation? 

Then join a Univers.il association. 
Real fratcrnalism with nothing but 
Aviation at heart. Something to 
do, something more than wearing 
a pin and carrying your card. I 
Let's see your real spirit then — I 
Membership fee $3.00. : 

Universal Society (or Advancement [ 
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big year for TfOT 

AVIATION >|» 

"?^®ivrfS’w X5*P.'w. a?le^ v5le1“w; 

“'jf "Bpn“"T7' 




22 


AVIATION 
March 29, 19311 



ALPHABETICAL INDEX 
TO 

ADVERTISEMENTS 





HoUey Carburetor C 




Mi'GraW‘Hlkl Publlahintt L 




rerry-AuslIii Mtu. Ct 
I’Ucairn Ahvnift, )i 

I’rotl-Whltnvy Almi 





Oil Ui TInliiB (’n Inside Back Cover 


Kaymond MfK- 


AVIATION 
March 29. 1930 


23 





Srahchucht 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

EMPLOYMENT SERVICE 

EQUIPMENT WANTED 

MISCELLANEOUS 

POSITIONS VACANT 

POSITIONS WANTED 

REPHfSrSNTATIVRS AVAILABLE . 
REPRESENTATIVES WANTED 

SALESMEN AVAILAHLB 

SALESMPM WANTED 

SCHOOLS MISCELLANEOUS 

IISBn AND SURPI,US EQUIPMENT 


Aibcrapt Skbvicb Directory 


Advanced Aircraft Corp.. 
Burseoa Norton Mff. Co. . 


Prlable Aircraft ProducU Co 

Hnskellle MffT- Co. 

Iluetwiml .flrciaft Siteulalllea 

Ludinitton Plilladelphla FlyInB Service. Inc. 
New England Airwaye, Inc 


Phoenix Aircraft Producla Co. 


Professional Services 


Youngberg, Brown h Voungberg 

Where to Fly 




SCINTILLA 

AIRCRAFT MAGNETOS 


Help Make Altitude Record 

Piloting a Barling NB-.t plane to a height of 
over 27,000 feet, at the rercnt St. Louis Sliow. 
D. S. Zimmerley brought the allituile rerortl 
for light airplanes bark to Aineriea. At the 
same lime he forged another link in the long 
chain of sucressful flights made by planes 
equipped with Scintilla Aircraft Magnetos. 

our lo righlern rylindeni. 


SCINTILLA MAGNETO CO. Inc 

SIDNEY - NEW YORK 

flHvisfon of Bendfx Aviation Corpornlion) 



DEPENDABILITY 

SIMPLICITY 

ACCESSLBILITY 
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The answer to almost every 
question about aircraft — 





SEE YOUR COPY OF THIS BOOK FREE! 

— Simpi}' mail this coupon. ^ 

FREE EXAMINATION COUPON 





Bakelite Molded 

used for another 
aeronautical instrument 



BAKELITE CORP. OF CANADA, LTD. 

.bai^Eite. 

THE MATERIAL OF (SS) A THOUSAND USES 



stood up . . . that’s 
Quaker State for you!” 

T hat stand-up-and-take-it Cou|hness — that 
ability to keep right on giving your motor 
smooth and silky lubrication for hours alter or« 
dinary oil wilts — that's the thing that makes 
Quaker State Aero Oil a great oil ! 

It's mac 


Quart of waste” just about describes it. 


But you don’t get this waste in any gallon 
of Quaker State Aero Oil— lor Quaker State 
is not refined in the ordinary way. Itis su^rr- 

step is an exclusive Quaker State process — 
and it removes the quart of waste that or- 
dinary refining leaves in. In its place you get a 
quart of the finest lubricant — really a quart more 
than you get in the gallon of ordinary oil — an extra 
quart in every gallon of Quaker State! 

And here’s another important thing — every 
gallon of Quaker State Aero Oil is made from 
100% pure Pennsylvania Grade Crude Oil, the 
finest “base” an aero oil can have — the finest that 
Nature produces! 

•Ask forQuakerSlate AeroOiial yourair-port — 
and learn what a great oil this is. It won't 

what sweet and silky lubrication Quaker 
State really is! 



Get that extra r/uart in every gallon of 

Quaker State Aero 


Quakrr State Oil Refining Co. 

Oil City, Pa. 

Other Pure Pennsylvania Products are: 

OUAEER STATE HEAVY .MOTOR OIL • OUAKER STATE COLD TEST 
QUAKER STATE TRACTOR OILS 


Oil 
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The Air Mail pilot carries on through storm and fog, sleet and rain, darkness and high 
head winds, depending upon his skill and the stamina of his ship to maintain a rigid 
schedule even in the face of the most difBcult flying conditions. Flying the Air Mail is 
quite different from flying for sport. 

You can, however, own a ship that has a background of over five million miles of suc- 
cessful operation in the air mail service, a ship that has the speed, power and sturdi- 
ness to bring you through any emergency safely— the 


a / / w / 77 5 


The PA-7 Sport Mailwing, sister ship to the Pitcairn Mailwing now being used on 
twelve air mail routes, represents the last word in airplane development around the J-6 
225 h. p. Whirlwind engine. With its cleanness of design and construction refinement, 
it is capable of a top-speed under full load of 145 miles and a cruising speed of 125 miles 
per hour. 


A roomy two- place passenger cockpit forward is equipped with dual controls and a 
full complement of instruments. Sufficient space is provided to permit easy stowing of 
baggage and personal belongings, making the Sport Mailwing ideal for either business 
or pleasure. When flying alone you can remove the detachable windshield and slip a 
cover over the forward cockpit to gain another five miles an hour. 

The Pitcairn Sport Mailwing, with its inherent high performance characteristics, is of 
a semi-pursuit type in speed and maneuverability, combined with the reliability and 
stability of the commercial carrier. Just get in it and go. Pitcairn Aircraft, Inc., Pitcairn 
Field, Willow Grove, Pa. 

SPORT » * “ * BUSINESS « •* “ “ AIR MAIL 




